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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



Project & Process Summary 

In the spring of 2010, Marion County (MC) engaged SERA Architects to conduct 
an investigation of Courthouse Square and adjacent bus mall and north block 
sites, located at 555 Court Street NE, Salem Oregon. The entire site as it sits 
today was originally built in 1999-2000. The site includes the 163,000 square 
foot office building of Courthouse Square, the bus mall for the Salem Keizer 
Transit District (SKTD) and a future development site called the North Block. 
The structural system for the entire site consists of the following: concrete 
foundations with mat foundations at the building; concrete columns; and post- 
tensioned concrete floor slabs. This investigation had two primary goals: assess 
the physical condition of Courthouse Square; and provide remediation options to 
correct the damage. 

Assessment 

SERA Architects and Consultants (consultant team) outlined a process to 
investigate the building. That process included onsite observation to document 
visible building damage, exploratory demolition to uncover concealed portions of 
the building and engage specialists to gather information regarding the building 
and materials. 

Building structural 

Through computer modeling and analysis, the building design was found to 
have significant deficiencies regarding punching shear at the column/ floor 
slab interface, column capacity, and seismic resistance. In addition, the fourth 
and fifth floors showed signs of significant slab shrinkage and slab shortening. 
This movement is causing the metal studs that comprise the primary structural 
system of the building's brick veneer to twist. 

Further analysis regarding punching shear for the building determined that 
a significant number of columns in the building had stresses greater than 
allowable limits. The design team informed MC and SKTD of this concern. 
Selected areas of the building finish were selectively demolished to observed 
evidence of punching shear failure. One location observed showed signs of 
punching shear failure. The design team recommended the immediate removal 
of live-load items from the area. This information along with consultation with 
the City of Salem, the consultant team recommended the building tenants be 
relocated. The City of Salem declared the building dangerous by rule of city 
ordinances and ordered relocation of all building tenants within sixty days. 

The bus mall exhibits significant structural issues as well, most notably two 
rows of columns can be observed leaning inward and several columns have 
significant and pronounced cracks. The bus mall foundation walls also exhibit 
multiple cracks. The leaning columns and foundation wall cracks are believed 
to be attributed to shrinkage and shortening of the bus mall slab. Cracks in the 
foundation wall are allowing water to infiltrate into and through the foundation 
wall. Through computer analysis, the model indicated the bus mall elevated slab 
was in imminent danger of structural collapse in key locations and dangerous in 
all other locations. The design team recommended the temporary closure of the 
bus mall and reacted quickly to investigate and discover evidence of this failure. 
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Several locations at the bus mall drive surface were selectively demolished to 
expose the top of the structural slab. The design team discovered significant and 
advanced stages of punching shear failure at all observed locations. The design 
team notified MC and SKTD of these observations and recommended immediate 
closure and suspension of use of the bus mall and below grade parking because 
of imminent danger of structural collapse. 

The north block elevated concrete slab has numerous uniform cracks at nearly 
every mid-bay location. Those cracks have had several repair attempts. The 
north block slab preliminary analysis also shows significant structural issues. It 
was closed at the same time as the bus mall slab. 

Building Envelope 

The building envelope was observed from the inside and outside for signs of 
water infiltration and damage due to building movement. Water infiltration 
around windows and/ or moisture staining was observed around numerous 
windows and the ceiling at the fifth floor. Sealant around the primary window 
appears to be at the end of its useful life and in some locations, exhibited shear- 
type ripping from the movement of the brick masonry system. The curtain wall 
system exhibited extensive water infiltration. One window unit was observed as 
collecting water with significant moisture being retained between the panes of 
glass. Damage to the window sealant and water infiltration at the curtain walls is 
believed not to be caused by structural issues or building movement. Quality of 
products and useful life duration appear to be the contributing factors. 

The brick masonry system exhibits compression of the expansion joints. This 
compression is more pronounced at the ends and corners of all elevations. At 
the corners of the building, the brick fagade appears to be pushed out. The 
compression of the expansion joints and the appearance of brick being pushed 
out can be attributed to shrinking and shortening of the concrete floor slabs. 
The floors are pulling in toward the center of the floor causing the structural light 
gage studs to twist in relation to the anchorage into the floor slab. However, the 
brick masonry system is dimensionally stable and is resisting this movement 
thereby compressing the expansion joints. 

The building foundation wall damp proofing system in the bus mall portion of 
the garage appears to be compromised by the cracking of the foundation wall. 
The product specified does not appear to be able to span the cracks, allowing 
moisture to seep into the foundation wall. This moisture will exacerbate any 
damage caused by the bus mall slab shrinking and shortening. 

The building roof appears to be in good condition with little evidence of damage 
due to building movement. The roof still has some serviceable life remaining. 

Interior wall assemblies and finishes 

Building damage to the walls, doors and ceilings was found to be pervasive 
throughout the building. The damage appears to be more severe starting at 
the second floor and gets progressively worse through the fifth floor. As the 
deflection of the floor slab increases, so too does the severity of the wall cracking 
from the exterior wall. 

A horizontal crack at the window sill on exterior walls was prevalent in nearly 
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all locations starting on the second floor continuing through the fifth floor. This 
crack can be attributed to a construction method whereby the exterior studs 
were continuous from the window head of the floor below to the window sill of 
the floor above. Between windows, 'infill' studs were installed. The interior walls 
are cracking at the joint between the lower metal stud and upper metal stud. 
The metal studs are moving in two directions: tipping inward at the top due to 
floor deflections and horizontally due to concrete slab shrinkage and shortening. 

Building Systems 

Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing systems 

Each system was investigated for signs of damage due to building movement. 
There appears to be no damage due to building movement to the main duct 
shafts, distribution network and equipment, main HVAC units, plumbing risers, 
fire sprinkler system, electrical riser or cable tray distribution equipment. 

Elevator 

The elevator equipment, rails, counterweights and shafts were observed for 
signs of damage due to building movement. Cracks in the concrete were noticed 
in the west elevator shaft. The concrete in this shaft is used for the lateral force 
resisting system. The elevator and equipment appears to be functioning properly 
and has not been impacted by building movement. 

Specialists 

Full Building Survey- The design team requested that an interior civil survey 
be conducted to determine the extent of the observed floor deflections. Semi- 
permanent monument pins were installed in the floor at regular locations. The 
severity of the floor deflections progressively increase from the ground floor to 
the fifth floor. The greatest deflection was recorded on the fifth floor. 

Material testing- Data from the interior survey was used to determine locations 
for removing concrete samples to conduct material testing. The material 
testing included compressive tests to determine the strength of the installed 
concrete and petrographic analysis to review the concrete through microscopic 
observation. The compressive test results showed that the installed concrete 
for the floor slabs is significantly lower than the specified strength. Two separate 
rounds of compressive testing were completed and three separate petrography 
reports were provided during this project. 

Two of three petrography reports noted the presence of excessive microfractures. 
Microfractures are caused by stress on the slab. The presence of microfractures 
could contribute to further degradation of the concrete. 

At the time of the bus mall closure, material samples of the concrete were 
removed for compressive testing and petrographic analysis. The compressive 
testing showed that the concrete for the bus mall structural slab had gained full 
specified strength. 

Geotechnical analysis- Soiling borings in several locations were conducted to 
determine the soundness of the bearing surface of the foundations and the 
adequacy of the fill installed during original construction. Results of that test 
have determined that the structural fill installed is adequate to bear the weight 
of the building, as well as any service load expected. If any deflection of the soil 
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were to be experienced, those deflections would have been instantaneous to the 
construction installation and not exhibit long term settlement or creep. The soils 
appear to be appropriate and adequate and not a contributing factor for damage 
related to building movement. 

Structural remediation 

Several remediation strategies were considered but most were rejected 
for various reasons. During the course of this project, the consultant team 
benchmark was the collocation of services and the eventual relocation back into 
Courthouse Square. As with any building, there are numerous potential alternate 
uses. 

The selected remediation strategy is an invasive solution. Other major building 
systems will be significantly impacted due to the structural solution. Most 
notably is the HVAC system. Limited space and the mix of old existing equipment 
with new equipment are difficult to unify into a fully functional system. Even 
though Courthouse Square is ten years old, many of the original building 
equipment are near or at the end of useful life. Other main components are 
at or nearing half of their useful life. In short, the structural intervention is 
compelling the replacement of other major building systems and components. 

In order to refine this strategy, several areas of testing will need to be completed. 
During the course of this project, MC and SKTD elected to defer several 
recommended tests. These recommended tests include: 

• Tendon stress test to measure the actual stress on the installed tendons 
in the building and bus mall. 

• Destructive testing at the bus mall to verify the condition of the tendons 
and whether the moisture along the slab edge has caused any damage to 
the tendon. 

• Non-destructive and destructive testing at the north block to assess 
the condition of the north block including: (1) GPR of the tendon drape 
and splay, (2) compressive testing, (3) petrography, and (4) condition 
assessment of the tendons based on moisture penetrating through the 
slab. 



Conclusion 

Three prime causes have created the current condition of the building: 

• Poor design- Inadequately designed structural elements, many 
significantly above code limits or beyond industry standards. 

• Poor materials- Significantly lower than specified concrete strength due to 
high water to cement ratios, excessive microfractures and debondingof 
the cement paste. 

• Problematic construction- Poor consolidation of the concrete has resulted 
in water and air voids. Insufficient site supervision has resulted in 
debris in casting fields. A lax quality control environment has resulted in 
migration of concrete mixes. 
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Through computer analysis, the original design has shown to be inadequate in 
the following areas: 

• punching shear 

• high pre-compressive forces 

• column capacity 
•seismic resistance 

• inadequate mat foundation design 

• inadequate isolated footing design 

This report is composed of six volumes plus a drawing set and includes the 
majority of work efforts by the consultant team and other specialists hired by MC 
and SKTD. It contains objective assessments and professional opinions. Testing 
reports contain a vast amount of detail regarding the behavior of Courthouse 
Square, the bus mall and north block. Other sections detail specific locations of 
observations and analysis. 

Courthouse Square has many challenges to overcome. The consultant team 
encourages the Solutions Task Force to go beyond the technical aspects of this 
report which only serve to document the results of historical decisions made 
long ago and look toward the future. 
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Introduction 

During December 2009, Marion County (MC) and Salem Keizer Transit District 
(SKTD) advertised Requests for Proposals (RFP) for design services related 
to Courthouse Square. The purpose of the RFP was to select an Architect/ 
Engineer team to; 1) assess the existing physical condition of Courthouse 
Square; and 2) provide remediation options to correct structural deficiencies 
and the resulting building damage. Since 2002, the building has experienced 
damage due to building movement. This movement can be observed throughout 
the building, bus mall and north block locations. Most notably, the building floors 
are deflecting and bus mall supporting columns are leaning. This movement has 
manifested into building damage. This damage can be observed throughout the 
building, bus mall and north block. Examples of damage include cracked walls, 
inoperable doors, crushed and buckled ceiling grids, deflecting floors and leaky 
windows. 

The presence of the building movement and damage compelled MC and SKTD 
to commission several engineering studies to determine the extent and cause 
of damage. The loss of property and added maintenance costs due to the 
building movement and damage since the building opened has also compelled 
MC and SKTD to proceed with litigation against the original design team and 
construction contractor in an effort to recover funds through insurance. Through 
these litigation efforts, several engineering studies determined the extent of floor 
deflection and provided initial assessments regarding the building structure. 
Those studies provided the basis of the RFP and this project. 

In February 2010 SERA Architects was selected as the prime consultant to lead a 
team of professionals to evaluate the existing condition of Courthouse Square. 

Project Plan 

The study was designed to provide a rigorous, fact-based, comprehensive and 
defensible report. Consultants from varying disciplines and expertise outlined 
their investigative methodology which was then incorporated into an overall 
project plan. The team included expertise in the following areas: architecture, 
structural engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, building 
envelope and waterproofing, cost estimating, construction services, civil 
surveying, geotechnical engineering and materials testing. Below is a summary 
of the scope for each consultant: 

Architect: SERA Architects (SERA) 

SERA's role included management and coordination of the consultant team 
efforts, acting as the communication conduit with MC and SKTD, testing and 
geotechnical agencies, general contractor, and authorities havingjurisdiction 
(AHJ). This role included coordination of destructive demolition for exploratory 
observation of concealed areas and material sample removal. SERA 
conducted project team meetings in Salem to inform MC and SKTD of the latest 
developments regarding the project. SERA also compiled and coordinated the 
final report. In addition to these duties, SERA assessed the existing conditions 
of the architecture elements of the building, bus mall and north block. These 
elements include all finishes for floors, walls and ceilings; fire, life and safety 
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elements; elevators; and the overall coordination and cross-collaboration of all 
other disciplines. 



Structural Engineer: Miller Consulting Engineers (MCE) 

Miller Consulting Engineers investigated the structural components of the 
building. Their investigation included structural analysis of the existing building 
using the original construction record drawings, specifications and design 
calculations; existing and newgeotechnical reports; and new testing information 
as a result of this study. This composite approach created an assessment of the 
cause(s) of the building movement and other structural problems. Working with 
SERA and the consultant team, Miller Consulting Engineers was responsible for 
indicating the type, extent, and locations of geotechnical borings, post-tensioned 
slab testing, building slab surveying and material sample locations. All surveys, 
test reports, and geotechnical information were analyzed and interpreted and 
then shared with the MC and SKTD. This information was used to determine 
strategies for the remediation options. 

Building envelope and waterproofing: RDH Building Sciences (RDH) 

RDH observed Courthouse Square's building envelope, roof, and the interior 
of the foundation wall in the parking garage to assess the effects and damage 
due to building movement. They specifically focused attention on the integrity of 
the brick veneer, window systems, flashings, and the associated waterproofing 
systems of the building. They conducted water infiltration testing to determine 
the extent of compromise of the waterproofing system due to building movement. 

Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Engineer: PAE Consulting Engineers 
(PAE) 

PAE Consulting Engineers reviewed the building's mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing systems to assess the effects of building movement. PAE reviewed the 
seismic and non-seismic attachments of the duct work, suspended equipment, 
and plumbing and fire sprinkler piping. They also assessed the condition of 
electrical equipment and components for effects related to building movement. 
PAE also reviewed the MC and SKTD operation and maintenance equipment list 
to provide feedback relative to equipment life cycle. This review also included 
analysis of equipment and systems tangentially affected by remediation options 
in terms of life cycle and energy efficiency. 

Cost estimator: H&A Construction (H&A) 

H&A Construction provided cost forecasting, constructability and phasing 
scenarios based on the remediation options. The cost forecasting provided 
fundamental cost benchmarking based on discussions with the design team, MC 
and SKTD. 

Construction services: Fortis Construction (Fortis) 

Fortis Construction provided general contracting services required of the 
consultant team, MC and SKTD. At the material sample locations, Fortis 
organized and coordinated the selective demolition efforts of the building, 
bus mall and north block with close collaboration with the design team, MC 
and SKTD. During the time when Courthouse Square was occupied, Fortis 
coordinated the repair and patching of those reveal locations. 
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Civil Survey: David Evans & Associates (DEA) 

David Evans and Associates provided civil survey services. This included the 
installation of semi-permanent survey monuments to establish repeatable data 
points for ongoing interior survey work. They also performed a scan survey of the 
exterior of the building. 

Geotechnical engineering: GeoDesign, Inc. 

GeoDesign provided geotechnical engineering support. Along with the structural 
engineer, they determined the locations for sample borings. These borings were 
used to determine the adequacy of the soil bearing and whether the building 
might have experienced settling since originally constructed. 

Materials testing: Carlson Testing, Inc. (CTI); Professional Services 
Industries, Inc. (PSI); CTL Group 

Carlson Testing, Inc. provided the initial compressive material testing and 
petrographic analysis (through Dominion Labs) for the project. They also 
provided ground penetrating radar (GPR) to verify the locations and analyze 
the post-tension cable placement. PSI also provided both compressive testing 
and petrographic analysis of the building concrete at selected locations as well 
as professional engineering support to interpret the results of the testing. CTL 
Group also provided petrographic analysis with professional engineering support 
at selected sample locations. 

Project Progression 

In early March, all consultants, MC team members and SKTD team members 
conducted a project kick off meeting. During that meeting, project goals were 
identified and definitions regarding a successful project were outlined. Among 
several items discussed, key highlights for project goals included: 

• An investigation and development of options to solve building movement 
issues with minor reprogramming of space plan and use. 

• Repair of damaged finishes with integration to update worn finish 
elements at the end of their service life. 

• An analysis of affected building systems and equipment near the end of 
their useful life. 

• A fully or partially occupied building during remediation. 

• Data operations remain fully functional during remediation. 

Key highlights that would define a successful project include: 

• Research of the root cause why the building is behaving as it is. 

• Sufficient documentation in the discovery process to understand the 
building's condition. 

• Excellent communication and exchange of information between all 
parties. 

• Minimal disruption to building tenants and MC and SKTD operations. 

• Reassure the building occupants that the building is safe. 




SERA Architects facilitates the 
project kickoff meeting. 
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During this early part of the project, protocols and processes were coordinated. 
A communication plan was implemented and a tenant notification strategy 
was defined. Key team members and points of contact were identified. The 
consultant team also identified and requested drawings, specifications, previous 
reports and other information from MC and SKTD. 

The core consultant team had been selected. However, several key specialists to 
be hired by MC and SKTD had not been determined. These key specialists would 
provide unique and important information to help determine the cause of the 
building movement. The selected consultant team lead by SERA assisted MC 
and SKTD in the selection criteria and determination for the following specialists: 

• Material testing agency 

• Geotechnical Engineer 

• Civil surveyor 

• CM/ GC contractor 

• Industrial Hygienist 

• Third Party quality assurance/ quality check consultant (QA/ QC) 

Carlson Testing, Inc., David Evans & Associates, GeoDesign, Inc. and Fortis 
Construction were selected to assist the consultant team. However, MC and 
SKTD determined that a third party QA/ QC consultant was not needed and that 
an industrial hygienist was already under contract. 

The consultant team relied on the institutional knowledge of MC and SKTD, as 
well as documents from the original construction and litigation process. These 
documents include original construction record drawings, specifications and 
structural calculations, special inspection reports and batch tickets, construction 
submittals and shop drawings, memos and letters, and studies and reports 
commissioned by others after to building was constructed. 

Initially, the project boundaries were defined as being the building of Courthouse 
Square, the basement garage level directly below the building and the ground 
level site surrounding the building south of gridline ten. During the project 
kickoff meeting, it became evident that the entire site, including the separate 
structures that constitute the bus mall, north block and the basement parking 
garage beneath should be included. This change in the scope for the consultant 
team investigation was crucial and critical in determining the extent of damage 
and assessing the conditions and behavior of the structures that comprise the 
building, bus mall and north block. As such, these two additional areas were 
reviewed and analyzed with Courthouse Square. 

By December, much of the field observation and investigation had been 
completed. The consultant team shifted focus to producing the final report and 
final presentation. A draft outline and table of contents were reviewed by MC. A 
date and location for the final presentation was selected by MC. 

At the close of this project, certain goals and success points ultimately could 
not be met. Since the building is now vacant, remediation of a partially or 
fully occupied building is moot. The bulding was determined to be unsafe for 
occupancy. The data center is the only remaining function in Courthouse Square 
to date. 
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Meetings and Presentations 

Regular consultant team business was conducted through weekly meetings. 
These meetings were used to discuss the progress of the project, near future 
milestones, impacts to the building tenants and plan out strategies to achieve 
specific aspects of the project. At the start of this project, team meetings were 
held each week with representatives from most consultant teams and numerous 
MC and SKTD personnel present. As the project progressed, these meetings 
reduced in frequency and team members. In all, twenty-three regular meetings 
were held in eleven months. 

After all of the consultants had the opportunity to observe the building, review 
initial data and analysis the results of testing, the consultant team presented a 
summary of findings to date. This early June presentation included participation 
of all consultants summarizing their key observations and describing the 
importance of their initial analysis. Several key observations were highlighted 
and discussed. 

The consultant team presented information, current assessment of the project 
and next steps during a joint session of the MC Board of Commissioners and the 
SKTD Board of Directors in late July, 2010. This presentation provided an update 
from the previous presentations as well as new information recently analyzed 
and discovered. 

In late September the consultant team held a building workshop with MC 
and SKTD. The purpose of this building workshop was to determine which 
remediation strategies the design team should consider pursuing. Since 
structural remediation options are dependent upon building use, dozens of 
potential alternative uses were identified. In the end, MC determined that any 
alternative use scenario was the purview of the County's Solutions Taskforce. 
For the purposes of this project, the design team was instructed to provide cost 
forecasting for a defined, limited number of scenarios. 

In late October, the consultant team again presented to a joint session of the MC 
Board of Commissioners and SKTD Board of Directors. This presentation was an 
update of information and analysis from the July presentation. The consultant 
team reviewed recent findings regarding PSI's results for compressive tests and 
petrographic analysis. Next steps were identified and cost forecasting criteria 
were defined. 

In mid-January, the consultant team presented the final report to the MC Board 
of Commissioners and SKTD Board of Directors. This presentation gave a brief 
history of the project showing examples of the most egregious areas of damage 
or deficiency. The selected structural remediation option was presented as 
well as other future necessary testing. Cost forecast options were discussed. 
In the end, it will be up to MC and SKTD to determine what an acceptable cost 
threshold is for any remediation strategies for Courthouse Square. 

Suggested Alternative Analysis 

As an alternative approach, the City of Salem (COS) suggested that performance 
based codes be evaluated regarding the assessment and structural deficiencies 
of Courthouse Square. One such code is the ICC (International Code Council) 




Summary presentation. 
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Performance Code. The consultant team reviewed the 2009 edition of the code 
and determined that it was not applicable for use in this instance. The most 
meaningful chapter in that code pertaining to dead and live load evaluation 
provides no criteria or guidance other than to state that those loads shall be 
taken into account. 

Another chapter pertaining to performance evaluation indicates that a building 
needs to have the ability to tolerate a specified magnitude of a particular event 
and demonstrate performance that is acceptable to the building official. In this 
instance, events pertain mainly to temporary loading such as seismic, wind or 
snow and rain loads. In terms of demonstrative performance, actual load tests 
may be performed. However in this specific case damage could have occurred 
over a long duration and be subject to additional damage by other building 
movement factors (such as post-tension tendon stress, deflection and long term 
concrete creep). 

Other research for alternative approaches includes published academic white 
papers alluding to greater than current code-allowed punching shear stresses. A 
quick review of those publications concludes that published results do not mimic 
the installed scenario of Courthouse Square. Furthermore, academic settings 
are scientific testing grounds for theoretical solutions. Often times, the materials 
and designs are highly manipulated in the pursuit of a specific outcome in a 
sterile, laboratory environment with tightly controlled installation perimeters. 
In these settings, products are often not available commercially for years after 
thorough analysis by governing bodies. What is actually installed in Courthouse 
Square is significantly different than what academic papers are studying. 

The COS and the building official have the authority to approve any alternative 
design approach they feel meets the specified performance. This includes all 
published codes used in other jurisdictions, including international jurisdictions. 
To date, the consultant team has not found a code in use that would be 
acceptable for this specific project. 

Observations 

In order to gather the most information in the most efficient manner, several 
tasks needed to occur simultaneously with coordination among and between 
several consultants and specialists. Initial activities included interior and exterior 
observations, the first full building survey and geotechnical investigations. 

Site 

The consultant team observed damage on the site surrounding the building, 
public sidewalk around the entire block, the public plaza on the west side of the 
building and the bus mall and Northblock. 

Interior 

The interior visual observations were used to determine the extent and 
magnitude of surface damage in exposed areas. Nearly all interior spaces 
were observed. Building damage was documented. This documentation 
included noting conditions of the finishes and equipment. These initial visual 
observations occurred over a two week period. 
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Exterior 

In order to provide a comprehensive assessment of the building envelope, 
exterior observations of the brick and window system was performed using a 
lift. This review observed nearly the entire exterior of Courthouse Square during 
a ten day period. The use of this lift required a temporary traffic lane closure as 
well as full commandeering of the parking spaces on Court Street. 

This exterior assessment observed several building components. One key 
component included observing the condition of the brick system, documenting 
locations and the extent and magnitude of damage due to building movement. 
Observed from the ground, the brick fagade displays obvious signs of distress. 

Another key building component included the window and curtain wall system. 
Reports from MC and SKTD maintenance staff document locations of cracked 
or broken windows, leaking windows and frames and damaged window frames. 
Specific components of observation included window glazing units, window 
frames, sealant and the detailing around the system. 

The design team observed the exterior face of the foundation wall in one 
selected location. Fortis Construction excavated an area outside of column 
0-10 to the top of the footing. The purpose of this observation was to assess 
the integrity of the foundation damp proofing system, drainage cavity for ground 
water control and observe the back fill outside the foundation wall. 

Water Infiltration Testing 

Information gathered during the exterior assessment would be joined with 
information from the interior observations to determine locations for window 
water infiltration testing. Locations from floors two through five were selected 
to provide a range of observed performance. Twelve windows were selected 
for water infiltration testing with the majority of windows selected concentrated 
at the Fifth Floor. Due to logistics and operational issues, no windows were 
selected on the north elevation. 

In addition to the framed window openings selected for water infiltration testing, 
both curtain wall systems on the south elevation were also selected. Testing 
occurred at all levels of both curtain walls, starting from the top and working 
down. 

On the interior side of these twelve framed window locations and two curtain wall 
systems, the interior wall finish was removed. The removal of the finish exposed 
the back side of the exterior sheathing. This provided an opportunity to observe 
any potential water migration path during the water infiltration testing. 

These tests were performed from a lift with a water device used to spray the 
window surface. On the inside, a vacuum chamber was installed over the 
window opening to simulate driving rain forces. All selected windows were 
tested without the assistance of the vacuum chamber and then with the vacuum 
chamber engaged. 

During the time the interior finish was removed for the water infiltration testing, 
the consultant team noticed several unique structural conditions regarding 
the exterior steel studs. It appeared that the steel studs were twisted in place. 
Additional locations were selected for exploratory observation. The interior finish 




Exterior Assessment. 




Foundation wall excavation. 




Water infiltration testing. 
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Twisted metal stud at exterior wall. 




Diagram showing deflections 
of the fifth floor. 



was removed in those locations which allowed the consultant team to observe 
the same condition. This observation provided insight into the behavior of the 
exterior brick veneer system. 

Accompanying the window water infiltration testing, exterior brick was removed to 
observe and assess the integrity of the waterproofing system and the installation 
of flashing. Five total areas were selected to observe the waterproofing system. 
One location was between two framed window openings selected for water 
infiltration testing and one was adjacent to a curtain wall system. The brick 
removal process began only after the completion of the water infiltration testing. 

One brick removal location was designated to reveal the slab edge to observe 
the condition of the embed plate used to support the structural steel stud 
system for the brick veneer and the condition of the grout pockets on the anchor 
end of the post tensioned tendons. This process required limited destruction of 
the installed weather barrier and removal of the exterior sheathing to expose the 
concrete slab edge. 

While reviewing construction documents provided by MC and SKTD, the 
consultant team discovered a memo from the original design engineer stating 
an in-place fix for damaged columns in the basement garage level that support 
the bus mall. These columns were damaged during original construction and 
observed by the original design engineer. However, SERA and MCE didn't have 
the specific location of the damaged columns. During additional research, 
MC provided the missing memo that documented the specific location of each 
column in question. SERA and MCE observed each column, noting the extent of 
noticeable repair. In addition, these columns as well as others in the bus mall, 
show different signs of damage due to movement of the bus mall slab. 

Building Survey 

SERA and MCE determined the extent of information needed from the building 
survey. Previous reports indicated deflections to interior floor slabs. Those 
reports were used to determine that in fact, Courthouse Square is experiencing 
building movement. The purpose of this new building survey was to measure 
the extent and magnitude of that deflection that could be easily duplicated and 
checked in the future with a high degree of accuracy. 

The methodology included establishing semi-permanent monument locations 
that were repeatable and highly accurate. Locations determined by SERA and 
MCE established monument locations along major and minor gridlines (defined 
by the original building design drawings) in the parking garage directly below the 
building and floors one through five. David Evans & Associates were selected to 
provide this building survey. They set monuments and collected data over a two 
week period. 

DEA performed a second building survey in mid-August. At this time, the 
building tenants were in the process of being relocated. A portion of the building 
had already been evacuated while other areas were still occupied. This has 
significance regarding the amount of weight or that load is on a specific area 
of the building. Where areas have different tenant occupancy status from the 
initial survey, the second building survey may render different data regarding 
floor deflection. Some survey monuments were not able to be surveyed for a 
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second time for various reasons including destruction of the survey monument 
or inaccessible due to tenant relocation efforts. 

In mid-January, DEA performed a third building survey. 

Material Testing 

Compressive Testing 

Data resulting from the building survey was used to determine the selected 
locations for material samples. SERA and MCE determined that samples should 
be extracted from each concrete slab pour within the building. The building is 
comprised of three unique pours on the Ground Floor and two unique pours on 
floors two through five. The roof also is comprised of two unique pours, however 
due to the complicated nature of the roof and waterproof system, material 
samples were not removed from the roof slab. 

Each slab pour had two locations identified. One location included sampling 
an area that is experiencing maximum deflection on that floor while the other 
location would be from an area of minimum deflection. Material samples are 
extracted through a destructive process by drilling a core sample from each 
identified location. These cores would then be subjected to compressive testing 
to identify the strength of the in-situ concrete. 

Material sample removal of this nature in post-tensioned concrete construction 
should be performed with precision. The removal process includes using a 
concrete coring drill machine to remove the cores. Any damage to the installed 
post-tensioned tendons could lead to a failure of that particular tendon. For 
this reason, strict procedures for material removal included ground penetrating 
radar (GPR) observation of each location with a follow up verification by x-ray. 
This procedure ensured that embedded structural components such as post- 
tensioned tendons, reinforcing steel bars and other building elements would not 
be damaged during the removal process. 

Carlson Testing, Inc. coordinated the removal of the material samples and 
performed the initial compressive tests over a two week period. Compressive 
testing was performed in their laboratory while samples for petrographic analysis 
were sent to Dominion Consulting, Inc. in La Grande, Oregon. 

Material testing results indicated that the strength of the in-situ concrete of 
Courthouse Square was significantly below the specified design strength and 
areas of higher than specified void content were noted. Armed with these 
results, the building computer model was analyzed. 

Results from the material testing of samples extracted from the bus mall differed 
from the results of the building. Whereas the building material test results 
indicated significantly low strength, the bus mall concrete slab appeared to be at 
or above the design strength, indicated appropriate water to cement ratios and 
appropriate void content. 

With so much of MC and SKTD operations and financial outlay dependent 
on the material testing results, MC felt compelled to do a confirmation and 
verification round of material testing. MC and SKTD contracted with a second 
third party testing agency to remove material samples and perform compressive 
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Portable x-ray machine. 




Setup of concrete drill machine. 
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Confirmation material testing. 




Compressive testing. 



and petrographic analysis. PSI, Inc. removed material samples in a manner 
consistent and in the same locations as the CTI samples. The purpose of this 
second round of testing was to confirm the CTI results. 

Locations for compressive testing and petrographic analysis were identified by 
SERA and MCE. No new locations were determined; all locations for PSI were 
meant to provide direct corroboration with CTI results. Where CTI extracted 
only one core for compressive testing, PSI extracted two to provide a complete 
three-core data set according to industry standards. Petrography samples were 
extracted from two separate locations in a similar methodology from the Second 
and Fifth Floors. Again, GPR and x-ray techniques were used to confirm exact 
material sample locations in order to avoid damage to embedded structural 
elements. PSI removed these samples over a two week period. 

In order to provide a comprehensive assessment of Courthouse Square's 
structural system, material samples were extracted from a building column, 
as well as the shear wall systems. These results provided mixed results for 
compressive tests. Though some results of the compressive testing indicated 
strengths below those specified, they are acceptable values according to design 
guidelines and standards. 

Compressive test results from PSI confirmed the CTI results. The in-situ concrete 
was significantly lower than the specified concrete strength, as well as the 
special inspection reports from the original construction process. Since these 
results confirmed earlier data, this did not change the computer modeling 
scenarios for MCE. 

Petrographic Analysis 

In addition to compressive testing, one location per concrete slab pour was 
identified for petrographic analysis. The selected locations would coincide with 
those identified for compressive testing for coordination purposes. Petrographic 
analysis in construction is used to observe the characteristics of concrete 
through a magnification and microscopic process. This process includes cutting 
and slicing the material sample and polishing and grinding portions into thin film 
sections for examination. 

Petrographic analysis results from PSI were in stark contrast to the findings 
from CTI (Dominion Consulting, Inc). Results regarding total void content, water 
to cement ratio and the presence of microfractures were all different. Most 
notably, PSI results highlighted a perceived ring around the coarse aggregate and 
a non-uniform water to cement ratio within the concrete sample. 

Dominion Consulting, Inc. petrography results at the building column and shear 
walls indicated appropriate amounts of voids and water to cement ratios. 
Microfractures were not noted in these material samples as more than normal. 
PSI did not perform confirmation material testing on similar samples. 

With two varying petrography opinions, MC requested another separate 
petrographer examine the Courthouse Square in-situ concrete. CTL Group 
was contracted with MC to provide this third opinion. SERA and MCE selected 
remnant samples from previous testing materials. Eight samples corresponding 
to eight separate locations were set to CTL Group's petrography lab in Skokie, 
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Illinois. These eight samples correlated directly to the two locations analyzed by 
PSI and eight locations analyzed by Dominion Consulting, Inc. 

CTL Group's petrographic analysis confirmed the results from PSI in all 
categories, most notably in the presence of microfractures. Results from CTL 
Group regarding the water to cement ratio and the perceived ring around the 
coarse aggregate corroborated well to those results found by PSI. 

Tendon Drape 

As part of verifying the as-built condition of the building, CTI provided GPR 
scans to document the drape of the installed post-tensioned tendons in 
selected areas. These locations were coordinated by MCE after reviewing 
the original construction record drawing provided by MC. Those locations 
included continuous tendons and partial tendons of both the banded groups 
and distributed groups. This methodology was used for investigating tendon 
installation on floors two through five. The scan area for each location was 
approximately four feet wide by thirty feet long. Since the building was occupied 
at the time of testing, initial locations had to be coordinated with the actual 
field conditions. Several alternate areas were selected because of difficulty in 
providing continuous access to the scan area. CTI performed the scan over a 
five day period. 

Material Science 

In addition to the compressive and petrographic analysis, PSI suggested that 
other material property tests be performed. A modulus of elasticity, density 
test and chemical test on the hardened cement paste were performed on the 
material samples. The modulus test measures the stress/ strain ratio of a given 
concrete material sample by measuring its stiffness. The purpose of gathering 
information from the modulus test is used to aid in the determination of the 
actual strength of the material sample. The density test measures the total void 
in a given sample. This is used in conjunction with the petrographic analysis to 
determine the total percent of voids in the concrete slabs. The chemical tests 
are used to determine the total amount of cement paste within the concrete. PSI 
performed the suite of material testing over a two month period. 

Post-Tensioned Tendons 

Another key structural component the consultant team felt necessary to test was 
the actual stress on selected post-tensioned tendons. The significance of this 
test is to determine whether the concrete slabs would further degrade due to 
higher than standard post-tensioned stress and validate the installed stress of 
the tendons. If high stresses are indeed being experienced by the tendons, this 
would inform strategies and direct future remediation options. 

These tests are highly invasive and require approximately six to eight weeks to 
perform which includes preparation of the testing locations, actual performance 
of the test and reconstruction around the selected tendon. This test requires 
careful selective demolition of the concrete around a targeted tendon in order to 
expose the required length of tendon and to provide adequate working room. 

SERA and MCE coordinated three locations with MC, SKTD and Fortis along 
with their selected specialty demolition sub-contractor. The locations selected 




Tendon drape layout. 




Construction photo showing banded 
tendon groups. 
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Batch ticket from original construction. 



included a continuous and discontinuous banded tendon group and a 
distributed tendon. 

Given the complexity of this test, costs ranged from $150,000 to $175,000. 
With unexpected operational expenditures mounting and the uncertain nature of 
the final disposition of the building, MC and SKTD chose not to perform this test 
as part of this project. 

Analysis 
Geotechnical 

GeoDesign was hired by MC and SKTD to perform geotechnical engineering 
analysis on sub-surface soil conditions. Together with MCE, they determined 
the best locations to investigate the soil. These locations were coordinated with 
MC and SKTD. Equipment was brought into the basement garage level where 
soil samples were extracted for analysis. Since these borings were destructive 
in nature, concrete patches were provided at each boring location. Locations 
selected included areas beneath the mat foundations, beneath the typical slab 
area and over documented fill sites. 

In addition to the soil borings, GeoDesign conducted visual observation of the 
surrounding ground level site. Their observation noted locations of settlement 
and separation of the sidewalk from the building. 

At the foundation wall excavation location, GeoDesign observed the quality of the 
placement of the fill material and conducted in-place density tests to determine 
the degree of compaction. These tests provided information about settlement 
issues observed regarding the public sidewalks. 

Concrete 

The original construction contractor, Pence Kelly (now LCG Pence) wanted 
to provide the consultant team access to their files for Courthouse Square. 
SERA and MCE visited LCG Pence's offices and located matching concrete 
supplier batch tickets that matched special inspection reports dating to 
original construction. This information was extremely helpful in determining 
the composition of the actual placed concrete mix. Using these documents, 
MCE was able to determine inconsistencies regarding the concrete. These 
inconsistencies were noticed at every step of the life of the concrete from design, 
submittal, delivery and placement. 

Post-Tensioned Tendons 

Just prior to the visual observation of the building columns for evidence of 
a punching shear failure, many tenants on the Second, Third and Fourth 
Floors reported hearing a loud boom and felt the floor shake. These types of 
witness reports could indicate a post-tensioned tendon rupture. MC and SKTD 
performed an immediate investigation that included visual observation of the 
suspected location and interviewed witnesses. 

Given the redundant nature of post-tensioned design, the loss of any one tendon 
is not cause for great alarm. However in light of recent analysis, other visual 
observations, and results from material testing, concern regarding the safety 
of the occupants was growing. SERA and MCE recommended that the interior 
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finish of the exterior wall be removed in the suspected tendon rupture location 
to find physical evidence of this rupture. MC decided not to proceed with this 
methodology given how extremely invasive and disruptive it would be to County 
operations. MC discussed this position with SERA and MCE and agreed to 
install sound recording devices to record any future event. Since the building is 
predominantly unoccupied in the 24-hour cycle, concern centered on potential 
events during this unoccupied time that could go unreported. 

Sound recording devices were distributed to key locations on the Second and 
Third Floors. These devices were prohibited from recording during normal 
building hours of operation for privacy and legal reasons. CTI analyzed the 
results every morning. During a night in mid-August, the sound recording devices 
recorded an unusual event that was different than normal building sounds. MC 
immediately began investigating the event, interviewed potential witnesses, 
tracked janitorial whereabouts during the late night event and was able to locate 
the origin of the sound. 

Though this event sounded similar to a potential tendon rupture, the magnitude 
of the event did not match expectations. This sound was later determined to be 
a man-made event originating in the adjacent stairwell. Even though this event 
proved not to be a tendon rupture, awareness was heightened given recent 
events and analysis. 

Declaration Dangerous Buildings 

Once the consultant team received the notice to proceed for these two additional 
areas, the as-designed structural computer model of the bus mall indicated 
significant design deficiencies. The computer model indicated that the bus mall 
concrete slab was not sufficiently designed to carry the combined total live and 
dead load and that the slab was at significant risk for a punching shear failure. 
In addition, certain columns indicated they could not support the dead load only 
of the bus mall concrete slab. 

This discovery was immediately conveyed to MC and the SKTD. An immediate 
coordination effort began with selecting several locations in the bus mall to 
review the concrete slab while SKTD immediately instituted their emergency 
bus mall location protocol. This alternate location provided transit services for 
Cherriot's patrons only a few blocks east. As part of their emergency planning, 
the alternate location for bus mall activities was shifted to a site directly across 
from the Capitol Building. This contingency plan had a two week duration. 

Fortis immediately mobilized work crews to remove the paver and water proofing 
surface of the bus mall in five locations. The locations designated by SERA and 
MCE provided a range of structural performance according to the computer 
model. In addition to the visual observation of the selected locations, the 
consultant team recommended that material samples be removed. Those 
samples were subjected to compressive testing and petrographic analysis similar 
to the building samples. 

The visual observation of all five locations indicated that a punching shear type 
failure had initiated. The degree of failure ranged between the five locations. 




Evidence of punching shear 
at the bus mall. 
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MCE and SERA immediately recommended to SKTD and MC that all activities on 
the bus mall and the parking garage below be suspended. A formal letter was 
sent to SKTD and MC indicating in the consultant teams' opinion, the bus mall 
slab had several locations that were in imminent danger of structural collapse 
(a condition where an element is not capable of carrying its own vertical dead 
load) and the remaining bus mall slab considered dangerous. This closure also 
affected the north block and parking garage below. The area of the bus mall and 
north block was immediately closed except by authorized personnel and a fence 
was erected to provide site security. 

At this time, SKTD was compelled to find another longer term alternative location 
for the bus mall. The emergency location was only good for a two week duration. 
SKTD immediately asked the consultant team to begin designing temporary 
structural shoring in order for bus mall activities to return. Once the designs 
progressed enough for Fortis and H&A to provide initial cost data, the temporary 
shoring designs were abandoned because of the costs necessary for a structural 
intervention of this magnitude. In light of this information, SKTD would need to 
find another longer term temporary location. 

With this information regarding the bus mall, the consultant team focused 
analysis efforts of the punching shear concern of the building. SERA, MCE and 
Fortis coordinated with MC and SKTD to review twenty-one locations throughout 
the building. The City of Salem (COS) reviewed these column locations alongside 
the consultant team. Though only one of these twenty-one locations showed 
the initial stages of a punching shear failure, the analysis of the computer model 
indicated that nearly a quarter of all building columns from the Second Floor 
through the Roof are classified as 'dangerous'. Dangerous is defined by the 
building code as any column exceeding its design load by one third or 133% 
of design. The City of Salem Revised Statute defines dangerous as 150% of 
design. 

Relocation Effort 

After being informed of the potential tendon rupture, COS became actively 
engaged. SERA and MCE discussed the issues and information to date with 
MC, SKTD and COS. Topics of discussion included the results of material testing 
done to date, computer model analysis, bus mall observations, punching shear 
investigation and the recent potential tendon rupture event. 

COS requested a letter from MCE indicated in their professional engineering 
opinion, the building was still safe to occupy. MCE indicated that in their opinion 
given the totality of the information and analysis from the computer model 
that the building was not safe to occupy. COS was then compelled to order the 
relocation of all Courthouse Square tenants within a sixty day time frame under 
Salem Revised Statute 56.200 through 56.390. COS sent a letter titled "Notice 
and Order to Abate a Dangerous Building" dated July 30, 2010 to MC and SKTD. 

At this time, MC and SKTD developed and implemented a relocation strategy. 
This strategy included furniture inventory, systems furniture documentation, 
equipment documentation, assessment of current MC owned spaces, and 
evaluation of potential lease spaces. SKTD moved into a single leased space 




Evidence of punching shear on 
the third floor. 
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while MC relocation plan was more complicated. MC relocation plan included 
moving, compressing and relocation of several County tenants that were outside 
of Courthouse Square as well as one additional non-County tenant. 

With limited lease space options available and a limited time in which to 
accomplish the relocation, MC leased seven spaces. County departments once 
collocated in one building were now spread out over eight remote locations. One 
lease location required minor tenant improvements in order to provide services 
to Marion County citizens and one location required significant space and 
furniture adjustments in order to accommodate additional staff in a compressed 
space. Only the MC data center remains in the building as allowed by COS. 

MC and SKTD were able to relocate all of the building tenants by the stipulated 
deadline by COS. At that time, MC began a decommissioning process. This 
process includes shutting down non-essential equipment and systems and the 
regular exercise of certain components for maintenance purposes. 
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Structural Assessment 

The Courthouse Square building is located at 555 Court Street NE, Salem, 
Oregon and is part of the Courthouse Square block, which is comprised of the 
Courthouse Square building, the Salem Keiser Transit Mall (commonly referred 
to as the bus mall) and the Marion County North Block development area 
(commonly referred to as the north block). The three structures that sit within 
the Courthouse Square block are three independent structures that are isolated 
from one another with an isolation joint that runs the full block width between 
the building and the bus mall and between the bus mall and the north block. 
Each structure is independent and has its own structural system for gravity loads 
and lateral forces wind or seismic). The gravity system for each structure consists 
of post-tensioned reinforced concrete slabs with concrete support columns and 
concrete footings; similarly, the lateral force resisting system (LFRS) for each 
structure consists of reinforced concrete shear walls supported by concrete 
foundation elements. 

At the time of construction of the Courthouse Square block, the code in effect 
was the 1997 Uniform Building Code (UBC) as amended by the State of Oregon 
(which is referred to the 1998 Oregon Structural Specialty Code [OSSC]), 
which references the American Concrete Institute's (ACI) 318-95 for the design 
standard for concrete construction. In addition, there are several design guides 
that provide guidance for a post-tensioned reinforced concrete building, which 
the Post-Tensioning Manual (the current edition is the 6th Edition) from the Post 
Tension Institute (PTI) is the standard of the industry, along with the Design of 
Prestressed Concrete Structures from Wiley & Sons. There are several other 
technical publications such as Technical Bulletins from the Portland Cement 
Association (PCA) that provide guidance on the construction of post-tensioned 
reinforced concrete buildings. For engineers, these guides provide a starting 
point to initiate a design and provide industry standards for designing a post- 
tensioned reinforced concrete structure. 

Building Summary 

The Courthouse Square building is a five-story reinforced concrete structure 
that has one level of below-ground parking. The foundation consists of a 
concrete slab on grade with independent concrete column footings and a 
perimeter reinforced concrete retaining wall. The typical elevated floor and 
roof construction consists of a 10-inch-thick, unbonded post-tensioned (PT) 
reinforced concrete floor slab with a maximum slab span of 38 feet. The main 
floor consists of three individual PT slabs that are connected together with 
pour strips. The pour strip is placed after the PT slab has cured, tensioned, and 
allowed to stabilize. 

The upper floors consist of two individual PT slabs (east and west of center) that 
are connected together with a pour strip at the center of the building. These 
floor and roof slabs are supported by reinforced concrete columns and by two 
concrete shear wall cores surrounding the stairwells. The below-ground parking 
is accessed via a concrete ramp at the east end of the building with a lane 
of travel into and out of the parking area, which also serves the parking area 
below the bus mall and north block. The LFRS for the building is provided by two 
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reinforced concrete shear wall core elements surrounding the two stairwells. 
These shear walls are supported by a reinforced concrete mat foundation. 

Bus Mall Summary 

The bus mall is a one-story reinforced concrete structure between the 
Courthouse Square building to the south and north block to the north with one 
level of parking below. The foundation consists of a concrete slab on grade with 
independent concrete column footings and a perimeter reinforced concrete 
retaining wall. The elevated floor construction consists of a 10-inch-thick, 
unbonded PT reinforced concrete floor slab with a maximum slab span of 34 
feet, which is similar to the building's elevated slabs. The bus mall slab consists 
of six individual PT slabs that were placed independently. However, the bus mall 
slab differs from the building PT slabs in that pour strips were not used. The bus 
mall slab acts as a single PT slab because the PT continues from one slab to the 
next with intermediate anchors tensioned prior to placing the next PT slab. Above 
the PT slab, there is a wearing surface for the bus mall, or the sidewalk areas, 
which consists of brick pavers, a sand blotting layer, a thin concrete surface to 
provide positive drainage to the drainage system and a waterproof barrier. The 
bus mall slab is supported by reinforced concrete columns and by the perimeter 
concrete basement walls. The lateral resistance for the bus mall is provided by 
the perimeter reinforced concrete basement walls on the east and west sides 
along with a concrete wall on the north side of the bus mall, which are supported 
by a reinforced continuous footings. 

North Block Summary 

The north block is a one-story reinforced concrete structure that has one level 
of below-ground parking that is at the far north side of the Courthouse Square 
block with the bus mall to the south. The foundation consists of a concrete slab 
on grade with independent concrete column footings and a perimeter reinforced 
concrete retaining wall. The elevated floor construction consists of a 10-inch- 
thick bonded PT reinforced concrete floor slab with a maximum slab span of 28 
feet. Similar to the building, the north block slab consists of two individual PT 
slabs (east and west of center) that is connected together with a pour strip at 
the center of the slab. It is interesting to note that the north block was designed 
using bonded tendons in lieu of unbonded tendons, which are used everywhere 
else at the site. The north block PT slab is also partially exposed to the elements, 
which is different when compared with the rest of the site. In the area that was 
designed for future development, the PT slab is at the surface. Elsewhere, the 
PT slab steps down and is protected by a topping slab with a waterproof barrier 
applied to the PT slab. The floor slab is then supported by reinforced concrete 
columns and by the perimeter concrete basement walls. The lateral resistance 
for the north block is provided by the perimeter reinforced concrete basement 
walls, which are supported by a reinforced continuous footing along the 
perimeter of the north block. 
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Courthouse Square Assessment 

An initial site observation was conducted in April 2010, in which the facility 
was observed from the basement garage level to the roof. The site observation 
focused on the main structural elements and included observing the concrete 
walls inside the elevator hoistway shafts, as well as observing the bottom side 
of the concrete slabs in several locations where access was available. Several 
items became apparent during this initial site observation, including the degree 
of floor movement and how the settlement/deflection increased in the upper 
floors; the degree of cracking in the concrete stair wells; and the amount of 
cracking, as well as the pattern of the cracking in the basement parking garage 
exterior concrete walls. 

Assessment Overview: 

• Review original construction documents and record drawings 

• Conduct initial site observation 

• Develop computer building model for vertical and lateral analysis 

• Review field conditions and civil survey to coordinate destructive testing 
and material sampling 

• Review construction documents for disparities 

• Observe and comment on the first round of destructive testing 

• Coordinate confirmative destructive testing 

• Conduct further site observations on specific concerns based on analysis 
and the destructive testing results 

• Conduct periodic site observations of the crack gauges that have been 
installed in the concrete stair towers and basement parking area 

A computer model was developed using Bentley's RAM Structural System and 
RAM Concept in order to understand how the building was performing with 
regard to the code requirements. RAM Structural System was used to review the 
primary vertical elements along with the lateral force resisting system; whereas 
RAM Concept, a finite element modeling package, was used to review the design 
of the post-tensioned slabs. The analysis replicated the "as-designed" building 
based on the original stamped construction documents, the shop drawings 
and special inspection reports. In addition, an "as-constructed" model was also 
developed, which is based on the information obtained through the various 
destructive testing that has been completed to date, including the concrete 
strengths and tendon placement. 

The results from the models provide information regarding the vertical load 
carrying capacity of the building, including the post-tensioned concrete slabs. 
The model also provides information for the lateral force resisting system, 
including the concrete shear walls and concrete mat foundation elements. 
Furthermore, the computer model indicates that the foundation is fully utilized; 
in other words, the actual loads to the foundation elements roughly match the 
capacities of the foundation elements as provided by the geotechnical engineer 
thereby providing no factor of safety as required by code. There are some 
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Concrete cores destroyed by PS I. 




Petrographic image from CTI Group 
report dated December 15, 2010. 



elements that have some excess capacity, but in general the demand-to-capacity 
ratio of the foundation elements is roughly 1.0. The outputs from both models 
are available as part of this report. 

As part of the assessment phase of this project, a variety of testing methods 
and tests have been used to determine and analyze the in-place material. 
These methods include non-destructive methods such as measured civil 
surveys, ground penetrating radar (GPR) and visual observation of key locations. 
Destructive testing methods include removal of concrete material samples for 
use in compressive tests, petrographic analysis, chemical testing, density testing 
and modulus of elasticity testing. The initial testing was completed by Carlson 
Testing, Inc. (CTI) with corroborative testing completed by Professional Services 
Industries, Inc. (PSI) and CTL Group. The stamped reports from the testing 
laboratories are available as part of this report. 

GPR was the primary non-destructive testing method used, which included 
verifying the locations of the materials within the slab prior to extracting a core 
for destructive testing. Another manner in which GPR was used during the 
assessment phase was to map the drape (how the tendon moves vertically 
within the slab along the length of the tendon) and splay (how the tendon moves 
horizontally or flares out at the anchor location) of the post-tensioning steel 
cables. 

The destructive testing consisted of choosing appropriate locations based on 
the floor survey and then verifying there were no obstructions within the slab 
by using GPR. This was followed by using x-ray at the same location to ensure 
the accuracy of the GPR findings. The extraction of the concrete cores was 
conducted in accordance with the standard ASTM C 42 (which is also duplicated 
in ACI 318). Once the concrete samples were prepared and stored in accordance 
with ACI 318, the cores were tested for compressive strength of the concrete in 
accordance with ASTM C 39 (which is also duplicated in ACI 318 and ACI 228). 
ACI 318 has specific acceptance criteria for evaluating the tested compressive 
strength, which states that concrete samples will be considered structurally 
adequate if the tested strength is at least 85 % of the specified strength and if 
no single core is less than 75 % of the specified strength. 

As part of the destructive testing, samples were also extracted and sent to 
petrographers for analysis and to provide a microscopic analysis of the in- 
place concrete in accordance with ASTM C 856. The petrographers were 
looking microscopically at the concrete sample to determine the following: 
(1) the water-to-cement (w/c) ratio of the in-place concrete, (2) whether there 
were any pozzalans within the concrete such as fly ash or slag, (3) whether 
there was air entrained within the concrete, (4) whether there was significant 
microfracturing within the concrete matrix, and (5) whether there were any other 
reactions occurring within the sample such as ASR (alkali-silica reaction) or 
other deleterious reactions that would cause the in-place concrete strength to be 
less than what was specified in the construction documents. In order to identify 
a trend with regard to the petrographic testing, three different labs analyzed 
the concrete samples with the above-mentioned standards. All of the testing 
labs reported that the concrete samples did not have any evidence of external 
chemical attack or deleterious chemical reactions (such as ASR) involving the 
aggregates or any paste constituents of the concrete. 
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Another destructive testing method conducted on the samples was a density 
test in accordance with ASTM C 642, which accurately measures the density of 
the sample, as well as the void or air content contained within the sample. This 
procedure was conducted to corroborate the findings from the petrographers, 
as well as provide an accurate density for use with the model. In addition, the 
concrete samples were tested for the modulus of elasticity in accordance with 
ASTM C 469 for use with the model, as well as to corroborate the compressive 
strength results. 

Lastly, a chemical analysis of the hardened concrete in accordance with ASTM 
C 1324 was completed on the concrete samples. This analysis was completed 
to corroborate the findings from the petrographers, as well as provide more 
information concerning the in-place concrete and the ability to back-calculate the 
actual in-place mix design of the placed concrete. 

Geotechnical Assessment 

As discussed previously, during the initial site observation, the excessive diagonal 
cracking in the concrete stair wells was thought to be the result of differential 
settlement of the mat foundations that support the stair ways. Consequently, a 
geotechnical investigation was scheduled and completed by GeoDesign, Inc. with 
a report issued in the August timeframe. In order to investigate the foundation of 
the site, one test pit and four boring locations were coordinated to reveal the soil 
conditions below the mat foundations, as well as along the perimeter foundation 
and below the typical slab. The boring operations consisted of coring through 
the concrete slab on grade (the elevated post-tensioned slab at the north block 
was also cored through to gain access to the north block area) and concrete mat 
foundation. Then a geotechnical shaft was advanced through the core to the 
soils below to determine the in-place soil properties. Following the investigation, 
the boring shafts were filled and the cores were patched. 

In the stamped report by GeoDesign, Inc. (dated 8-12-10), the geotechnical 
engineer corroborates the information contained in the original geotechnical 
report that was completed prior to the design and construction at the site. The 
work completed by GeoDesign confirms that the site soils are firm native material 
that are not subject to long-term creep or differential movement over time. The 
report also states that if there was any settlement due to the construction at the 
site, the movement would have occurred during the construction time period or 
shortly thereafter. 

Building Assessment 

As stated previously, the Post-Tensioning Manual provides typical ratios to 
determine the starting point for the proposed slab thickness and mild reinforcing 
steel requirement, which the Courthouse Square building complies with the 
upper limit of acceptable design values. However, the Courthouse Square 
building does not follow the design guide for the type of floor system used for 
elevated slabs; instead, a Flat Plate system was used for the building. Table 9.2 
of the PTI manual recommends spans of 20 to 30 feet with columns arranged 
in a square layout for a Flat Plate system. But Courthouse Square has structural 
bays of 28 by 38 feet creating a rectangular layout of the columns. Based on 
the current layout, according to Table 9.2 of the PTI manual, Courthouse Square 
would have been better suited as a slab with slab bands in lieu of the flat plate 
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system. This system would have consisted of a similar slab thickness, but at the 
column locations there would have been a 4-inch increase in thickness below 
the slab that was 6 to 10 feet wide instead of the uniform 10-inch-thick slab that 
is currently in place. 

Site Observation 

During the initial site observation, the maximum floor deflection was measured 
to be in excess of 4 inches at the mid-span along the column line on the fifth 
floor. This equates to approximately L/110, which is about twice the allowed 
deflection limit of L/240 from the 1998 OSSC, as well as the current 2010 
OSSC. In addition, the slab deflection increased from floor to floor, with the least 
deflection measured on the first floor of the building and the worst deflection 
measured on the fifth floor. 

Another concern noted during the initial site observation was the diagonal 
cracking observed in the concrete stair wells. At first glance, these cracks 
seemed to indicate that the mat foundation that supports the concrete stair 
wells was settling in the soil. (See below for more discussion concerning the 
foundation concerns.) Crack gauges were previously installed by another 
engineering office, but since then, these crack gauges have been monitored 
through the course of this project. To date, no noticeable movement has been 
recorded from the crack gauges in the concrete stair wells. The stamped crack 
gauge monitoring report is available as part of this report. 

During the June timeframe, two site observations were conducted to observe 
the condition of the framing that supports the exterior veneer, as well as observe 
the condition of the slab edge. There was no visible damage along the slab 
edge, other than some minor corrosion of the knife plates that connect the light 
gauge structural steel studs to the building. The minor corrosion was the result 
of ambient moisture in the air reacting with the un-painted (or bare) steel knife 
plates. However, there is damage visible to the light gauge structural steel studs. 
The steel studs have twisted in plane (or along the length of the wall) up to 3/4 
of an inch at the east or west end of the building. In addition, several steel studs 
have buckled at the slab edge, which is most likely the result of shortening, as 
well as rotation of the slab edge. 

During the July timeframe, it was reported that a single loud bang or popping 
noise was heard by county personnel on the second floor accompanied with a 
noticeable floor vibration that was felt by county personnel as well. The noise 
was reported to originate from the western portion of the building on the second 
floor, then traveling toward the north side. Based on this description, it appears 
that a single tendon in the second floor slab may have ruptured. Marion County 
Facilities staff reviewed the building for damage to corroborate this information, 
including reviewing the slab edge for damage, which would likely be in the 
form of spalled concrete or grout dislodged from the tendon grout pocket and 
reviewing the bottom of the slab at mid-span between columns for damage, 
which would likely be in the form of spalling of the surface. The second and 
third floors were both reviewed, but no visible signs of damage were observed 
that would corroborate the reported tendon rupture. Following this event, sound 
monitors were placed on the second and forth floors to monitor for similar events 
when the building was unoccupied. The monitors were left in place until the 
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building was vacated, which during that time, no similar events were recorded by 
the monitors or reported by the county personnel. 

Computer Model Assessment 

In general, both models corroborate the manner in which the slabs deflect, 
but neither corroborates the degree of movement. The model calculated the 
maximum deflection to occur along the pour strip with an estimated deflection 
of 1.9 inches. However, based on the site observations, the maximum deflection 
occurs along a column line and is approximately 4.2 inches of deflection. In 
addition, several key concerns with the building were identified regarding the 
vertical support elements, as well as the LFRS based on information from the 
model. In summary, the following list provides a summary of the deficiencies: 

• High punching shear stresses throughout the building, which includes 
the following: 13 columns are more than 50 % overstressed, 48 columns 
that are 33.3 % overstressed; and another 2 columns more than 10 % 
overstressed. 

• The slenderness of the concrete building columns, which are 12 inches 
wide by varying depths throughout the building. Based on the analysis, 
59 columns are more than 50 % overstressed, 7 columns are 33.3 % 
overstressed, and another 9 columns are 10 % overstressed. 

• The shortening and other effects as a result of high pre-compression 
stress that the designer does not appear to have considered. 

• The improper dead-load balance in the longitudinal direction including up 
to 200 % of the dead load. This oversight in the design accounts for the 
manner in which the slabs are deflecting. 

• Insufficient mild reinforcing steel in the PT slabs including the following 
areas: insufficient top bars over a majority of the columns on each of the 
floors; insufficient top bars at the stair cores and around the slab opening 
at Grid H on each of the floors; insufficient bottom bars at the pour strip 
on each of the floors; and insufficient bottom bars at the ramp. 

• Insufficient shear wall reinforcement, insufficient boundary elements for 
the west concrete stairway tower, and insufficient reinforcement of the 
beam elements above the openings within the concrete stairway tower 
shear walls. 

• Insufficient mat foundation depth that is also not adequately designed 
with enough mild reinforcing steel to support the outstanding wings of the 
stairway tower. 

• Insufficient isolated footing sizes that are also not adequately designed 
for punching shear stresses nor adequately designed with enough mild 
reinforcing steel to support the building columns. 

Punching Shear 

One key concern from the model is the high punching shear stresses that exceed 
the allowable capacity based on the as-designed model, as well as the as-built 
model for many of the building columns. Punching shear is a phenomenon 
where the slab transfers the vertical load to the column. A punching shear 
failure is a brittle or instantaneous failure that can occur without warning. If the 
geometry of the slab and column are not designed appropriately, the column 
may punch through the slab under vertical loading. In a punching shear failure, 
the floor slab collapses around the column or the column rips through the slab to 
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the point that it no longer supports the slab, at which point, the slab will then fall 
down to the next support. 



As discussed, the punching shear capacity of a slab-column connection is 
primarily dictated by the geometry of the column and thickness of the slab. 
The code allows up to a certain concrete strength to resist the effects of 
punching shear. In addition, the code allows the slab-column interface to be 
reinforced with mild reinforcing steel or a stud rail (not prevalent during the time 
of construction) in the form of a shear head at the top of the column to add 
to the punching shear capacity of a joint. However, the code also dictates an 
upper limit of the punching shear capacity of a joint, regardless of the strength 
of the concrete and the amount of reinforcing steel in the shear head. Based 
on a review of the construction documents, there is a heavily reinforced shear 
head at the slab-column interface for the building. However, the capacity of the 
connection is controlled by the upper limit as allowed by code as discussed and 
not the combination of the concrete strength and mild reinforcing steel strength. 

The building model was reanalyzed to check for punching shear concerns, 
following our findings regarding the punching shear concern in the bus mall. 
Subsequently, the thin slab supported by the slender building columns does not 
allow for the full code live loads on many of the building columns. The following 
list provides a summary of the condition of the building's concrete columns: 

• First floor: 5 columns are more than 50 % overstressed and another 3 
columns are 33.3 % overstressed 

• Second floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed and another 5 
columns are 33.3 % overstressed 

• Third floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed and another 17 
columns are 33.3 % overstressed 

• Fourth floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed and another 
11 columns are 33.3 % overstressed 

• Fifth floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed and another 12 
columns are 33.3 % overstressed 

In late July, a site observation was conducted to observe the condition of the 
top of the post-tensioned elevated slab in 19 locations throughout the building. 
The intent of the site observation was to observe the condition of the top of the 
slab in areas with adequate strength to resist punching shear, as well as other 
areas that were overstressed in punching shear and to observe if any cracking 
was visible indicative of punching shear. Of the 19 locations observed, only one 
location (on the third floor at Grid D-12) exhibited cracking indicative of punching 
shear. Following this observation, MCE recommended to MC to vacate and 
remove all loose material, files and equipment stored in the area surrounding 
this column, pending further analysis. 

Based on this analysis and a site observation to observe the condition of the top 
of the building slab, coupled with the low concrete strengths from the destructive 
testing (see below), the building was determined to be dangerous according to 
the City of Salem. In accordance with the Salem Revised Code (SRC), Section 
56.230, if "a building with the stress in any materials, member or portion 
thereof, is more than one and one-half times the working stress allowed in the 
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code for new buildings/' the building is considered dangerous. In other words, 
if an element is greater than 50 % overstressed, it is considered dangerous 
according to the City of Salem. The 2006 International Existing Building Code 
(IEBC) has similar language as the SRC, but the IEBC considers an element to be 
dangerous if the member is greater than 33-1/3 % overstressed. 

Pre-compression Stress 

Another key concern from the model is the degree of stress that the slabs 
have been subjected to as a result of the design. Based on the models, the 
pre-compression stress that the slabs are subjected to is upwards of 500 psi. 
Most design guides, including PCA's Post-Tensioned Design Manual, limit pre- 
compression stress to 300 psi. However, the code (ACI 318-95 and ACI 423) 
does not provide an upper limit for pre-compression stress induced in a slab; 
it provides a general statement in which the designer must account for the 
shortening and other effects as a result of high pre-compression stress, which 
the code considers pre-compression stress over 300 psi as high. However, no 
information was found in our review of the original construction documents that 
highlighted this concern or provided guidance to avoid the effects of shortening. 

Shortening 

The effects of shortening were observed during a site observation in June 
2010 in which the shortening was visible in the light-gauge structural steel stud 
framing that supports the exterior masonry veneer. At the east or west end of the 
building, the light-gauge structural steel studs have twisted up to 3/4 inch toward 
the center of the building, indicating that the slab has shortened 3/4 inch toward 
the center of the building since the veneer was placed. 

Column Strength 

Another key concern from the model is the slenderness of the columns on the 
main floor. The typical building column is 12 inches wide by varying depths 
throughout the height of the building, as shown in the original construction 
documents, which was verified in the field as well. Based on this condition, these 
columns are considered slender columns, which is a relationship between the 
width to the height of the column. As a result of the slenderness, many of the 
building's columns do not have any structural capacity to resist axial loads in 
accordance with the ACI 318-95 code. On the main floor, the concrete columns 
are 16 feet tall and only six of the columns on the main floor have a demand-to- 
capacity ratio (a ratio of the actual load on the element compared to the capacity 
of an element) of less than 1. The other 38 columns on the main floor are 50 
% overstressed or more and are considered dangerous according to the SRC. 
The following list provides a summary of the condition of the building's concrete 
columns: 

• First floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed, 2 columns 
are 33.3 % overstressed, and another 4 columns are 10 % or more 
overstressed 

• Second floor: 38 columns more than 50 % overstressed 

• Third floor: 16 columns are more than 50 % overstressed 

• Fourth floor: 2 columns are more than 50 % overstressed, 5 columns 




Diagram showing effects of shortening. 




Twisting metal stud. 
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are 33.3 % overstressed, and another 2 columns are 10 % or more 
overstressed 

• Fifth floor: 1 column is more than 50 % overstressed and another 2 
columns are 10 % or more overstressed 

• Roof: 1 column is 10 % or more overstressed 
Dead-load Balancing 

Another key concern from the model is that the dead-load balance is not within 
the typical recommendations for a post-tensioned concrete building. The primary 
benefit of post-tensioned slabs is that they are able to reduce the slab thickness 
based on using the tension stress in the tendon to counteract the dead load 
affects of the slab, which is referred to as dead-load balancing. The standard of 
practice for dead-load balancing is to design the post-tensioningfor 65-85 % of 
the dead load in one direction. But based on the model, the dead-load balance 
in the longitudinal direction is up to 200 % of the dead load. This oversight in the 
design accounts for the manner in which the slabs are deflecting. Based on the 
over-balance dead load design in the longitudinal direction, the slabs are being 
"lifted" at the mid-span between the beam elements and the greatest deflection 
can be found along the beam lines. This deflection is opposite of what one would 
find in typical concrete buildings, where the most deflection is found mid-span 
between the beam elements and not along the beam. 

Lateral Force Resistive System 

Based on the results from the model, the LFRS for the building has some design 
concerns regarding insufficient shear wall reinforcement, insufficient boundary 
elements on several of the concrete shear walls, and insufficient mild reinforcing 
steel of the concrete beams above the doorway openings. The concerns 
predominately are concerning the west concrete stairway tower, with the third 
floor west shear wall twenty-one % overstressed, which occurs just prior to the 
transition to thicker concrete shear walls. The model also indicates that the 
LFRS does not have any reserve capacity for any new load and that any repairs 
completed for the vertical system will impact the LFRS as well. 

Cracks in the shear walls. Based on the site observations conducted at the building and the geotechnical 

findings, the cracking in the concrete shear wall was determined to be the result 
of the shortening of the post-tensioned concrete slabs and not settlement of the 
mat foundation as previously suspected. Considering the high pre-compression 
stress in the post-tensioned concrete slabs, the slabs have shortened overtime, 
pulling on the concrete shear walls toward the center of the building and the 
concrete shear walls have cracked in a diagonal manner toward the center of 
the building. The cracks reverse direction at the fifth floor, indicating that the roof 
slab has not shortened the same degree as the other building slabs. 

It appears the roof slab has not experienced the same degree of shortening 
as the other elevated slabs of the building. Based on our review of the original 
construction documents along with the results from the model, it appears that 
the only difference between the roof slab and other slabs was the inclusion of 
Tetraguard, a shrinkage-reducing admixture that was added to the concrete 
during the batching process. 

Mat Foundation 
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In addition, the model indicates that the mat foundation, which is part of the 
LFRS and supports the west stairway tower, is not adequately designed with 
mild reinforcing steel. Based on the thickness of the west mat foundation and 
the high loading of the west stairway tower, additional mild reinforcing steel is 
required to support the outstanding wings of the stairway tower encompassing 
the elevator hoistway shafts. 

Foundation 

Lastly, the model also indicates that several of the isolated footings that support 
the building columns are not adequately sized for punching shear stresses. In 
addition, several of the isolated footings have insufficient mild reinforcing steel to 
support the building columns. 

Destructive Testing Assessment 

In general, the testing exposed the condition of the in-place concrete to be below 
the as-designed strength requirement of 5,000 psi. As a result of the initial 
destructive testing and the low concrete strengths obtained, a second round of 
destructive testing was completed to corroborate the initial findings. The second 
round of destructive testing corroborated the initial findings and the stamped 
reports from the testing laboratories (available as part of this report). 

As a summary of the destructive testing reports, the in-place concrete strength 
considering all of the destructive testing was determined to be the following: 

• Second floor average is 3,610 psi with a low test of 3,040 psi 

Concrete cores prepared for 

• Third floor average is 3,600 psi with a low test of 3,330 psi compressive testing. 

• Fourth floor average is 4,170 psi with a low test of 3,480 psi 

• Fifth floor average is 4,300 psi with a low test of 3,680 psi 

As discussed above, ACI 318 allows 85 % of the specified strength (4,250 psi) 
shall be considered structurally adequate, but if any of the tested strengths are 
less than 75 % of the specified strength (3,750 psi), this provision does not 
apply. The in-place strength does not meet the as-designed strength requirement 
or match the tested strengths as recorded by the special inspection reports that 
were completed at the time of construction. 

Based on the petrographic testing conducted, it was determined that the 
concrete was placed with a much higher water-to-cement (w/c) ratio than what 
was specified in the approved mix design or what was batched and transported 
to the site testing according to the trip tickets from the concrete supplier (these 
are the actual ingredients loaded into the drum of the concrete truck at the 
concrete batch plant). The initial petrography indicated that the water-to-cement 
ratio was in accordance with the approved mix design, but subsequent testing 
revealed otherwise. 

The following list summarizes the differences of the concrete regarding the 
water-to-cement ratio and the pounds of cement specified or batched per yard of 
concrete: 

• Stamped construction document: w/c = 0.39 

• Approved construction submittal: w/c = 0.41 / 585 pounds of cement 
per cubic yard 
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• As delivered from batch tickets: w/c = 0.38 / 611 to 680 pounds of 
cement per cubic yard 

• Petrography results: average w/c = 0.50 +/- 0.05 / 612 to 654 pounds 
of cement per cubic yard calculated in accordance with ASTM C 1324 

Based on our review of the construction documents, no change orders were 
found that would provide a reason why the water-to-cement ratio was different 
than the approved concrete mix design. In addition, the trip tickets do not 
account for the difference between the batched quantities and the in-placed 
concrete. Notwithstanding, the petrography revealed that the in-place concrete 
has an average water-to-cement ratio of 0.50. However, the water-to-cement 
ratio is not uniform throughout the sample; it ranges from 0.45 to 0.55 with 
areas around some of the coarse aggregate that are as high as 0.60. Comparing 
the information contained within the trip tickets and the petrographic results, 
approximately 100 gallons of additional water would need to be in each truck 
for the concrete to have an average water-to-cement ratio of 0.50. Based on the 
review of the trip tickets, there were varying amounts of field water added to the 
trucks with as much as 15 gallons annotated on some loads with zero gallons 
added on other loads. Some loads did not provide any information concerning 
any field water being added to the load and left that information off of the trip 
ticket. Based on our limited review of this issue, more investigation would be 
required in order to determine where this excess water came from, but the fact 
remains that the in-place concrete has an average water-to-cement ratio of 0.50 
and is not uniform throughout the slab. 

Furthermore, upon review of the construction documents, no change orders 
were found that would provide a reason why the cement varied or was different 
than the approved concrete mix design. As noted, the approved concrete 
mix design calls for 585 pounds of cement per yard of concrete and based 
on the trip ticket the cement varied from 611 to 680 pounds of cement per 
yard of concrete. This additional cement would require additional water and, 
consequently, may have contributed to the higher water-to-cement ratio. 

Another concern observed from the petrographic testing of the in-place concrete 
is that frequent or significant micro-cracking was observed in the cement paste 
of the concrete samples. The cement paste is the cement and water portion of 
the concrete sample and the concrete matrix is the conglomerate of the cement 
paste, voids, and aggregate that forms the hardened concrete. Micro-cracking 
is a normal occurrence within concrete and typically forms in the concrete as a 
result of the curing process. 

There is a concern that given the low concrete strengths, the slabs have 
experienced more damage as a result of typical office live loading (sometimes 
referred to as service loading and according to the 1998 OSSC is 50 psf live 
load with 20 psf partition loading). Increased initial deflection and creep over 
time has lead to more micro-cracking of the concrete paste in the concrete 
matrix, which leads to lower concrete strengths and so on and so forth. The cyclic 
nature of the service loading, additional deflection of the slab, and the additional 
micro-fracturing of the concrete matrix has possibly developed into a cyclical, 
deteriorating condition of the concrete slabs. Whether the high pre-compression 
stresses on the slab affected the micro-fracturing cannot be ruled out but may 




Petrographic image from CTL Group 
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showing microfractures. 
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not be a driver for the deteriorated concrete strength. Based on our limited 
review of this issue, it appears that more investigation would be required in order 
to determine if that high water-to-cement ratio affected the in-place concrete 
strength at the time of construction, and, if so, whether the low concrete strength 
impacted the micro-fracturing. 

Another concern observed from the petrographic testing of the in-place concrete 
is the lack of bond or poor bond between the coarse aggregate and the cement 
paste of the concrete sample. This was also observed in the October timeframe 
during the compressive testing conducted at the PSI laboratory, in which the 
fracture during the compressive testing failed through the cement paste with 
very little aggregate damaged as a result of the test. In addition, following 
the test, the aggregate popped out or was easily removed from the concrete 
sample. According to the petrographer, the ring around the coarse aggregate is a 
common observance when conducting petrographic studies. However, the lack 
of bond between the cement paste and the coarse aggregate is not a common 
occurrence. Subsequently, the petrographers have highlighted this concern for 
further study so as to understand this phenomenon. 

Lastly, in order to verify the condition of the tendons, MCE recommended that 
the destructive testing be performed to evaluate the stress on the bonded 
tendons and whether the tendons are overstressed. Based on our review of the 
original construction documents, there is some concern that the tendons were 
overstressed at the time of construction. The PT shop drawings indicated that 
the tendons were to be stretched a certain amount with some tolerance for 
field conditions. However, several areas were determined to be outside of the 
tolerances as listed in the shop drawings. In addition, the tendons may have 
elongated further considering the degree of settlement of the PT slabs for the 
building. Given that this destructive testing is quite invasive, the testing has been 
postponed until it is determined whether it is cost efficient to remediate the 
building. 

Bus Mall Assessment 
Site Observation 

During the initial site observation, excessive cracking was observed in 
the basement parking garage's exterior concrete walls. The cracking was 
predominately observed on the east and west exterior basement walls with 
a regular pattern in which the cracking reaches towards the center of the 
basement area at the bottom of the wall from the top of the wall. At the center 
of the east and west walls, the cracks are near vertical. There is a significant 
amount of moisture seeping through the concrete basement walls and leaching 
efflorescence or hydrated calcium oxide to the surface (the white powder 
sometimes found on basement wall). The efflorescence indicates that the 
waterproofing on the exterior of the basement wall is not functioning as intended. 

Based on the site observation and review of the original construction drawings, 
along with the information from the model, it was determined that these cracks 
are the result of the high pre-compression stress of the post-tensioned slab and 
the shortening of the slab pulling on the concrete basement wall. The details 
reveal that the basement walls are rigidly attached to the post-tensioned slab 
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and shortening of the post-tensioned slab was not accounted for in the design. 
There are several details in the PTI Manual that address this connection, 
which would have allowed the slab to shorten while still providing an adequate 
connection at the top of the basement wall. 

Another concern noted during the initial site observation was the severe cracking 
at the concrete pilaster at the expansion joint between the building and the bus 
mall that supports the bus mall slab, as well as the building column. The pilaster 
at the east side degraded to the point that a large chunk of concrete had fallen 
away from the wall exposing the mild reinforcing steel within the pilaster. The 
pilaster at the west side is cracked as well, but not as significantly as the east 
side. Beyond the cracking, there is also a significant amount of moisture seeping 
through the pilaster similar to the concrete basement walls. It appears that the 
pilaster is rigidly attached to the post-tensioned slab and shortening of the post- 
tensioned slab was not accounted for in the design and is causing the damage 
to the concrete pilaster. 

Another concern noted during the initial site observation was the cracking and 
spallingof the grout pockets along Gridline 3a of the bus mall slab. The north 
edge of the bus mall slab is exposed and the grout pockets are visible from the 
north block basement parking area. The grout pockets provide protection to the 
live end of the tendons. During the installation process, the tendons are trimmed 
close to the anchor and non-shrink grout is placed in the pocket. This occurs 
after the slab has reached a minimum strength requirement and the tendons 
have been stretched and anchored at the slab edge. 

The expansion joints between the bus mall slab and the building and the 
north block slab consists of an aluminum gutter system with counter flashing 
protecting the opposing slab edge. However, this system is not functioning 
properly in either location and moisture is seeping around the counter flashing, 
as well as through the gutter system. This moisture is wetting the exposed slab 
edge and causing the grout pockets to deteriorate along Gridline 3a. 

The cracking and spalling of the grout pockets may lead to deterioration of 
the unbonded tendons of the bus mall PTslab. This concern was raised to the 
design team, as well as to MC. MCE recommended that the destructive testing 
be performed to evaluate the condition of the bonded tendons to determine if 
any deterioration was present, but this testing has been postponed until it is 
determined whether it is cost efficient to remediate the bus mall. 

Lastly, one other concern observed during the initial site observation was the 
severe cracking of the south concrete wall in Fan Room P298. In addition, there 
is significant cracking along the PT slab edge along Gridline 3a. Based on a 
review of the stamped construction documents, a concrete column was intended 
to be placed at Grid Nl-3b, but the column was not placed in accordance with 
RFI #305 (according to the records from Pence Kelly). Notwithstanding, it does 
not appear that the concrete wall was designed appropriately to support the 
vertical load tributary to this location. The cracking observed at this location 
indicates that the wall is moving as a result of the high pre-compression stress 
of the bus mall slab, as well as the vertical load that the wall is supporting. It 
appears that the vertical load that the wall is supporting may be causing the out- 
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of-plane movement observed, but it is difficult to isolate the effects of the vertical 
loading from the concerns with the shortening of the PT slab. 

Computer Model Assessment 

In general, several key concerns with the bus mall were identified regarding the 
vertical support elements based on information from the model. In summary, the 
following list provides a summary of the deficiencies: 

• High punching shear stresses throughout the bus mall that includes 
columns which are not capable of supporting the dead load from above. 

• The shortening and other effects as a result of high pre-compression 
stress that the designer does not appear to have considered. 

• The improper dead-load balance in each direction with up to 190 % dead 
load. 

• Insufficient mild reinforcing steel in the PT slabs including insufficient 
top bars over a majority of the columns and insufficient bottom bars 
throughout the bus mall slab. 

• Insufficient isolated footing sizes that are also not adequately designed 
for punching shear stresses nor adequately designed with enough mild 
reinforcing steel to support the building columns. 

Punching Shear 

Punching shear stresses were determined to exceed the allowable capacity 
based on the as-designed model for all bus mall columns. Below the pedestrian 
walkway along Gridline 6, the slab does not have sufficient capacity to carry the 
dead loads, let alone any live loads. This condition is considered imminently 
dangerous. In this case, the thin slab supported by slender columns does not 
allow for full live loads on many of the bus mall columns and as stated above, 
along Gridline 6, the columns are not able to support the dead load of the 
bus mall, let alone any live load. The following list provides a summary of the 
condition of the bus mall concrete columns: 

• 19 columns are not capable of supporting the dead load from above and 
are considered imminently dangerous 

• 77 columns are more than 50 % overstressed 

During the review process, the original calculations were reviewed and it was 
determined that the original calculations were based on using 24-inch-square 
columns in the bus mall. However, the stamped construction drawings specified 
that 12-inch-square columns were to be placed in the bus mall, which was 
also confirmed in the field during the initial site observation. It was also noted 
that the original calculations determined that the punching shear for the mall 
to be inadequate with the 24-inch-square columns and had the following 
comment within the original calculations for the punching shear check: "stress 
ratios exceed allowable values, revise section geometry." It is not clear why the 
calculations were based on 24-inch-square columns or why the section geometry 
was not revised. No information was found in our further review of the original 
construction documents that provided guidance to address this deficiency. 

During the June timeframe, a site observation was conducted to observe 
the condition of the bus mall slab. The intent of the site observation was to 
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observe the condition of the top of the slab in areas that were determined to be 
imminently dangerous, as well as other areas that were overstressed in punching 
shear and to observe if any cracking was visible indicative of punching shear. 
Of the five locations observed, all five locations exhibited cracking indicative of 
punching shear. Following this observation, MCE recommended to MC to vacate 
the bus mall and below-grade parking area below the bus mall. Based on this 
analysis and the observed condition of the top of the bus mall slab, the bus mall 
was determined to be dangerous according to the City of Salem. 

Pre-compression Stress 

Another key concern from the model is the degree of stress that the slabs have 
been subjected to as a result of the design. Based on the models, the pre- 
compression stress that the slabs are subjected to is upwards of 420 psi in the 
southern portion in the banded tendon direction (the north-south direction). In 
the distributed tendon direction, the pre-compression stress that the slabs are 
subjected to is upwards of 350 psi on the west and east ends of the PT slab. 
As stated previously, the code states that the designer must account for the 
shortening and other effects as a result of high pre-compression stress of 300 
psi or higher. However, no information was found in our review of the original 
construction documents that highlighted this concern or provided guidance to 
avoid the effects of shortening. 

Shortening 

The effects of shortening were observed during the initial site observation in 
April 2010 in which the columns along Gridline 10 and 3a leaned approximately 
1 1/2 inches toward the center of the bus mall. In addition, during the 
review process, it was determined that several of the bus mall columns were 
repaired during the construction period due to cracking. Based on the initial 
site observation and the construction documentation review, a follow-up site 
observation was conducted in the October 2010 timeframe to observe and 
document the condition of the bus mall columns. Following this follow-up site 
observation, it was determined that all bus mall columns lean toward the center 
of the bus mall to various amounts. In addition, the condition of the bus mall 
columns were also noted as part of the documentation to include whether 
cracks were present or whether previous repairs have been completed. The 
results from this observation are included as part of this report. 

In addition, another affect of shortening is visible along the basement 
concrete walls in which the walls are rigidly attached to the bus mall slab 
and subsequently have been pulled toward the center of the bus mall slab 
as previously noted. This cracking may lead to the deterioration of the mild 
reinforcing steel within the basement concrete walls. As discussed previously, 
the PTI Manual provides typical connection details that address this condition. 
An example detail to address this condition would consist of casting embedded 
sleeves (also know as cans) along the perimeter, which would allow the slab to 
shorten. Following the shrinkage and shortening of the slab, the cans could be 
grouted with non-shrink grout providing an adequate connection at the top of the 
basement wall. 
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Dead-load Balancing 

Another key concern from the model is that the dead-load balance is not within 
the typical recommendations for a post-tensioned concrete building. Based on 
the model, the dead-load balance in the longitudinal direction (the north-south 
direction) is up to 190 % of the dead load. In the latitudinal direction (the east- 
west direction), the dead-load balance is up to 110 % of the dead load. 

Lateral Force Resistive System 

Based on the results from the model, the LFRS for the bus mall is adequate 
to resist the code-prescribed forces. The excessive cracking as a result of the 
shortening should be addressed as part of the remediation to avoid deteriorating 
the mild reinforcing of the basement concrete walls. 

Foundation 

Lastly, the model also indicates that two of the isolated footings that support 
the bus mall columns are not adequately sized for punching shear stresses. In 
addition, several of the isolated footings have insufficient mild reinforcing steel to 
support the building columns. 

Destructive Testing Assessment 

As part of the punching shear observation, destructive testing was conducted 
on the six PT slabs of the bus mall. The testing conducted on the bus mall slab 
determined the in-place concrete met or exceeded the as-designed strength 
requirement of 5,000 psi. Subsequently, a second round of destructive testing 
was deemed not necessary in order to corroborate the initial findings. The 
stamped reports from the testing laboratories are available as part of this report. 

Similar to the building, in order to verify the condition of the tendons, MCE 
recommended that the destructive testing be performed to evaluate the 
stress on the bonded tendons in order to determine whether the tendons are 
overstressed. Based on our review of the original construction documents, there 
is some concern that the tendons were overstressed at the time of construction. 
The PT shop drawings indicated that the tendons were to be stretched a certain 
amount with some tolerance for field conditions. However, several areas were 
determined to be outside of the tolerances as listed in the shop drawings. Given 
that this destructive testing is quite invasive, the testing has been postponed 
until it is determined whether it is cost efficient to remediate the bus mall. 

North Block Assessment 
Site Observation 

During the initial site observation, cracking was observed in the north block 
elevated slab at regular intervals from west to east in the area that was designed 
for future development. The cracking has been previously repaired and was 
observed between the column strips at approximately 28 feet on center running 
north to south, but it appears that the previous repairs were not effective, 
as signs of moisture seeping through the cracks were observed during our 
observations. Moisture seeping through the cracks is leaching efflorescence, 
or hydrated calcium oxide, to the bottom surface of the elevated slab. The 
efflorescence indicates that the previous repairs, as well as the waterproofing 
system applied to the top surface of the PT slab are not functioning as intended. 
Based on the aspect ratio (a comparison between the width and length of a slab) 
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of the stepped slab and the exposed condition of the PT slab, we believe this 
cracking is a result of thermal expansion and contraction. 

The cracking and moisture penetrating the PT slab may lead to deterioration of 
the bonded tendons and the mild reinforcing steel within the PTslab of the north 
block slab. These concerns were raised to the design team, as well as to MC. 
MCE recommended that the destructive testing be performed to evaluate the 
condition of the bonded tendons to determine if any deterioration was present, 
but this testing has been postponed until it is determined whether it is cost 
efficient to remediate the north block. 

Another concern observed during the initial site observation was the severe 
cracking at the concrete pilaster at Grid M-l. It appears that the concrete 
pilaster is being pulled at the top of the pilaster towards the south and west. 
Further review of the north block did not reveal any other concrete pilasters 
exhibiting the same type of distress. The adjacent pilaster to the east (at Grid 
N-l) has some cracking between the slab and the top of the pilaster. In both 
circumstances, there is significant moisture seeping through the cracks and is 
leaching efflorescence, or hydrated calcium oxide, to the inside surface of the 
basement concrete walls. The efflorescence indicates that the waterproofing on 
the exterior of the basement wall is not functioning as intended. 

Computer Model Assessment 

Given the step in the PT slab, as discussed above, along with the incomplete 
original stamped construction documents and shop drawings, a computer 
model was not able to be developed to accurately model the north block. 
Notwithstanding, based on our preliminary analysis, we anticipate the results 
for the north block to be consistent with the results from the other models 
including the high punching shear stresses, the shortening and other effects 
as a result of high pre-compression stress that the designer does not appear to 
have considered, the insufficient mild reinforcing steel in the PT slabs and the 
insufficient isolated footing sizes. 

In order to develop an accurate model, non-destructive and destructive testing 
will be required to determine the layout of the north block PT slab tendon. 
Furthermore, destructive testing will be required to develop an as-constructed 
model. 

Destructive Testing Assessment 

To date, no destructive testing has been completed on the north block, other 
than the one boring for the geotechnical investigation that occurred near 
Gridline 3. As discussed above, in order to review the as-designed condition or 
the as-built condition of the north block, non-destructive and destructive testing 
will be required to determine the layout of the tendons. In addition, destructive 
testing will be required to determine if the concrete strength meets or exceeds 
the as-designed strength requirement of 5,000 psi. Also, destructive testing will 
be required to determine if the bonded tendons have become deteriorated as a 
result of the moisture penetrating through the north block PTslab. 

Similar to the building, in order to verify the condition of the tendons, MCE 
recommended that the destructive testing be performed to evaluate the stress 
on the bonded tendons and whether the tendons are overstressed. Based 
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on our review of the original construction documents, there is some concern 
that the tendons were overstressed at the time of construction. The PT shop 
drawings indicated that the tendons were to be stretched a certain amount with 
some tolerance for field conditions. However, several areas were determined 
to be outside of the tolerances as listed in the shop drawings. Given that this 
destructive testing is quite invasive, the testing has been postponed until it is 
determined whether it is cost efficient to remediate the bus mall. 
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Building Envelope 

RDH performed a condition assessment of the enclosure assemblies of 
the Marion County Courthouse Square building. The primary intent of the 
assessment was to determine the current performance of the enclosure 
assemblies with respect to air and water penetration, and to identify the extent to 
which structural movement of the building frame has affected the performance 
of those assemblies. Procedures include: 

• Interview and discussion with local maintenance personnel 

• Review of original construction documents 

• Non-destructive visual review of interior spaces and enclosure assemblies 

• Non-destructive visual review of exterior enclosure assemblies 

• Review of destructive exploratory openings through interior wall coverings 

• Review of destructive exploratory openings through exterior cladding 

• Water testing of glazing assemblies 

• Exploratory opening of below grade wall assembly 

• Review of destructive exploratory openings on horizontal deck surfaces 
Assessment includes the following enclosure assemblies: 

• Exterior building walls 

• Glazing 

• Roofing 

• Below-grade walls at bus mall and north block 

• Horizontal decks at bus mall and north block 

RDH performed field work primarily in April and May of 2010. Interior review was 
performed on April 21 and 22 and the exterior review on May 6, 7, and 8. Water 
infiltration testing was performed between May 20 and 28. 

During the tests, physical evidence suggesting water or air leakage, physical 
deficiencies of glazing or wall assemblies, and other abnormalities related 
to the enclosure assemblies. Documentation consisted of notes using hand 
markings on elevation and plan drawings and with digital photographs. Digital 
photographs are keyed to drawings for location reference. Subsequent sections 
of this report summarize findings and make reference to the above-mentioned 
graphics, which are included in appendices for reference. 

Observations 

Building Enclosure - General Observations 

Marion County Courthouse Square is a five story concrete framed office building 
with simple rectangular floor plans with the long axis running east-west. Exterior 
walls are clad with brick veneer and windows are aluminum with double-glazed 
insulated glass units (IGUs). The majority of windows on the building are set in 
rectangular framed openings, although a three story continuous curtain-wall 
system occurs at four locations on the building, two on the south and two on 
the west elevations. Commercial spaces on the first floor include full height 
aluminum-framed storefront glazing. The roof is low-sloped and covered with 
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Photo 3 




Photo 4 




Photo 5 



a heat-welded thermoplastic polyolefin (TPO) membrane. There is a framed 
parapet around the full roof perimeter. 

Exterior building walls are structural steel stud framed and are cantilevered from 
the edges of the post-tensioned floor slabs. Framed walls generally extend from 
window head to window sill of the floor above and bypass the floor slabs. Interior 
drop-ceilings conceal steel-stud framed diagonal wall bracing to the underside of 
the floor slabs. 

Vertical Foundation Walls 

Foundation walls are concrete and exposed to the interior side of the parking 
garage. The below grade walls are contiguous along the full block perimeter, 
although the building occupies only about one third of the southern portions of 
the block. Mostly-vertical cracks exist consistently along the foundation walls. 
Water leaks are evident from white efflorescent stains at and near these cracks 
(Photo 1, previous page). Additionally, there are areas of diagonal cracking on 
the east and west elevation walls, which exist predominantly north of column 
line 10 and south of column line 3a. Although cracks are evident throughout 
the garage walls, water leakage is most active along the north wall and southerly 
portions of the east and west walls. Where the building structure has shifted 
along column line 10 (see Structural sections by others in this report) large 
cracks through columns allows significant and apparently consistent leakage 
(Photo 2). 

Exterior excavation at and around the column at gridlines & 10 reveal black 
bituminous-based damp-proofing installed on the exterior vertical wall face. At 
the cracked column noted above, foam rod is installed in the crack and bentonite 
waterproofing sheet is installed over selective portions of the column. 

Horizontal waterproofing is installed over the concrete structural deck of the bus 
mall, below brick paving. This waterproofing terminates at the horizontal edge 
of the slab. Unprotected concrete is visible in some areas at the transition from 
horizontal to vertical waterproofing. 

In the excavated area, at least one narrow (about l/16th inch) but long (about 
6 feet) diagonal crack in the concrete foundation wall is evident through the 
damp proofing (Photo 3). The crack extends from near the top of the column, 
diagonally south to about 2 feet above the wall footing. 

Expansion (Isolation) Joints 

There is a horizontal expansion joint in the structural slab along column line 10 
that separates the building structure from the bus mall structure. At the brick 
paving surface, this joint (Photo 4) is covered with an aluminum plate, which is 
partially sealed to the brick surface with gun-able type caulking. At the structural 
deck, there are no provisions for waterproofing connections between the two 
slabs and the gap is filled with foam backer material. At the underside of the 
joint space, a stainless steel gutter is installed along the full width (east-west) 
of the slab to capture water (Photo 5). This gutter is plumbed to internal drains 
in the garage space. Where the gutter connects to the underside of the slab, 
water leaks are evident from white stains on the underside of the slab. North 
of the expansion joint, cracks typically running in the north-south direction on 
the underside of the structural slab have white stains typical of water leakage. 
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Where these cracks intersect with the expansion joint, stains are often more 
severe. 

Similar to the condition described above, there is an expansion joint that 
separates the bus mall slab from the north block slab along column line 3a. 
Similar metal gutter and stains are evident at this location. Additionally at this 
location, the bus-mall slab is thicker than the north block slab, and post-tension 
tendon grout pockets on the bus mall slab are visible at the slab edge. In some 
cases, these grout pockets are stained and show evidence of wetting from 
leakage at and around the expansion joint gutter. In some areas, rust stains are 
visible at apparent ends of conventional reinforcing (Photo 6). 

Interior Observations 

RDH reviewed the interior sides of exterior building walls in most areas of the 
building. General observations are listed below. Additionally, observations are 
summarized in a graphical representation included in this report. 

Horizontal cracks in drywall are persistent along a line extending from the 
window sill (Photo 7). This plane is coincident with a horizontal stud track that 
frames the top of the cantilevered wall assembly. At this condition, the wall 
appears to be projected inboard slightly. This condition is most prevalent at 
upper floors on the north and south elevations, and regularly visible down to the 
third floor. 

There is evidence of water leakage at window perimeters and ceiling tiles in 
many locations. See Windows discussion below for more detail. 

Exterior Observations 

RDH visually assessed the majority of the exterior brick cladding on all elevations 
of the building. The following provides a summary description of our general 
findings. More detailed findings are provided graphically elsewhere in this report. 

• At the four building corners, brick cladding includes vertical and 
continuous soft joints 24 inches from the outside corner both sides of the 
corner. In all four cases, corner brick is shifted outboard relative to the 
adjacent walls and in both directions. At the fifth floor, brick is offset by 
up to 5/8 inch in the east-west direction and up to 3/8 inch in the north- 
south direction (Photo 8). This condition is consistent on all four building 
corners, although is somewhat more pronounced on the south elevation. 
Brick offset is most prevalent on the fifth floor and consistently decreases 
down to zero at the ground floor. 

• Where brick is shifted as noted above, urethane sealant is typically 
cracked and internally failed or is debonded from the substrate (Photo 9). 

• On the 5th floor, south elevation, brick cladding between framed window 
openings appears "tilted" with the top of each brick "column" leaning 
away from the center of the building. This is evidenced by a tapered 
separation between the mortar bed joint and the brick at the base of 
each brick area (Photo 10, next page). The joint separation varies from 
hairline to about 3/32nd inch wide. 

• Vertical soft-joints (control joints) exist at structural column lines which 
occur at brick cladding between framed window openings. In many 
cases, this control joint is compressed (Photo 11) and in some cases it is 




I £^ MILLER 

I CONSULTING MARION COUNTY REMEDIATION STUDY FINAL REPORTVOLUME I JANUARY 20, 2011 

^Br ENGINEERS, INC. 



stretched. Although not consistent throughout, compressed joints more 
often occur just above horizontal flashing lines at the window head level, 
while uncompressed or stretched joints occur just below this flashing 
line. Although some occurrences existing on the east and west elevation, 
the predominant expression of this condition is on the north and south 
elevations. 

• Predominantly on the 5th and 4th floors on the north and south 
elevations, window frames are racked relative to the brick opening. In 
most cases, sealant at the window heads is compressed at one jamb 
and stretched at the opposite jamb. Sealant is typically compressed on 
the jambs furthest from the building center and stretched on the jambs 
nearest the building center. Where visually racked, window heads appear 
shifted away from the center of the building relative to the sills and IGUs 
appear rotated in the opposite direction. At the 5th floor unit on the 
south elevation west end, this movement creates a gap between the edge 
of the glass and the glazing seal of about 1/4 inch. 

• Sealants are generally weathered and cracked throughout the exterior. 
These sealants appear to be urethane and exhibit signs common to 
urethane degradation, including chalking, cracking, and crazed surface. 
Where sealants are stretched due to differential movement of substrates, 
they are often debonded from one or both surfaces (Photo 12), or are 
failing internally. 

• Except as noted above, the brick masonry appears sound. We find few 
areas of cracking or separation of mortar outside of the problematic 
areas above that are beyond normal expectations for this material. 

Brick Reveal at Walls 

Exploratory openings in the brick were conducted in six locations. More detailed 
summaries are provided in elsewhere in this report. The items below summarize 
our general observations at locations away from glazing. 

• Brick veneer is installed with an approximately two inch gap between the 
exterior wall sheathing and the back of brick. Masco style D/A 213-5 
ties with continuous bed joint wire attach the brick to the backup wall 
assembly. Ties are attached with two fasteners each. 

• Brick ties in all cases appear intact, and not corroded. At 5th floor 
northeast and southeast opening locations, lintels are pushed inboard 
slightly, but remain fully seated in their brackets (Photo 13). 

• Dens-Glass Gold wall sheathing is installed outboard of steel stud 
wall framing and Tyvek Commercial Wrap covers sheathing. There is 
fiberglass batt insulation friction fit between studs. 

• At openings below brick shelf angles, sheathing and Tyvek terminate at 
the underside of the angle and are not continuous behind (Photo 14). 

• There is some evidence of water leakage through shelf angles at butt 
joints (Photo 15). 

• Where sheathing was cut, interior warm air was noticeably moving 
outward (interior positive pressure relative to exterior). 
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Windows 

The building contains three window types: 

• Aluminum curtain wall, continuous floor-bypass type glazing 
•Aluminum-framed windows in framed wall openings 

• Aluminum-framed floor-to-ceiling storefront glazing at commercial level 
Framed Windows 

Framed windows are aluminum, fixed-glazing, captured glass frames. Double- 
glazed IGUs are retained in a storefront-like frame with pre-formed rubber 
gaskets on both interior and exterior sides of the glazing pocket. Windows 
typically have a single vertical mullion divider with continuous head and sill 
members. A few instances on the fifth floor have two vertical mullions. Window 
frames are set onto an extruded aluminum sill receiver and within a "IT shaped 
head receiver. 

At the fifth floor, windows are installed recessed into the brick opening about 
three inches. At the sill, there is a painted metal sloped sill flashing that tucks 
under the window frame and extends down over the brick below with a formed 
drip edge. At the jambs, the metal is upturned against the return brick and face- 
sealed to the brick. At lower floors, windows are installed relatively flush with 
the face of brick and do not include a sill flashing. In both cases, sealant fills the 
gap between the window frame and the brick. In all cases, a continuous steel 
shelf-angle exists at the window head line to support the brick above and a sheet 
metal flashing with down-turned drip hem exists over the shelf angle. Following 
are general observations regarding the framed windows. Specific locations of 
the below-described conditions are included elsewhere in this report. 

• Sealant is typically weathered throughout. In most cases, sealant is 
cracked at the surface and is chalky. In many cases, sealant is stretched 
and debonded from one or both substrates. 

• At the window head, the window head receiver extrusion lacks end 
closures. As a result, jam sealant that extends to the head lacks 
appropriate backer and surface dimension. In most of these locations, 
sealant is split internally or debonded from the window frame (Photo 16). 

• As described in the Walls section above, where window frames are 
racked, sealant at the head/jamb corners is either stretched to failure 
or compressed significantly due to differential movement between the 
window frame and adjacent brick opening. 

• Sealant at the Fifth Floor window sill flashing is typically failed where the 
upturned end-dam is face sealed to the brick (Photo 17). 

• In some cases, window frame joints at head/jamb or sill/jamb are open 
up to 3/16 inch gap. 

• In some cases, exterior glazing gaskets are short and leave an open gap 
to the glazing pocket (Photo 18). 

• Glazing gaskets and sealants on the 5th floor framed window over the 
easterly curtainwall on the south elevation are in unusually poor condition 
compared to other areas. There is evidence of numerous past sealant 
repairs, but many joints remain failed and many gaskets are short, 
missing, or broken (Photo 19, next page). 




Photo 18 
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Photo 19 





Photo 20 




Photo 21 



Leakage at Framed Windows 

The interior survey reveals that minor leakage at framed windows is prevalent 
throughout the building (shown elsewhere in this report). Stains are common 
on vertical center mullions (Photo 36) and on jambs. In some cases, there 
are larger stains on the sills or swollen stools from excessive dripping. In most 
cases, stains and evidence of leakage has not caused significant deterioration 
of interior finishes, nor has interior exploratory opening revealed significant 
concealed deterioration. 

RDH water tested twelve framed windows (shown elsewhere in this report) for 
specific findings and details). There are two general configurations for framed 
openings. On the fifth floor, windows are recessed into the rough opening, while 
on all lower floors windows are flush to brick face. 

In most cases, testing under interior depressurization produces leakage at 
the sills. This leakage occurs primarily through failed sealant at the window 
perimeter, including at the head, and manifests as pooled water on the sill or 
draining down the back side of the brick veneer. At recessed windows, this water 
drains onto the sill and can drip back to the interior or down the jamb framing 
into the stud wall below. On flush windows, there is a gap between the back of 
the window frame and the stud framed wall, and in many cases, water leakage 
drains inside the brick cavity. In one case, a test on the fifth floor produced 
leakage through the window head frame on a third-floor unit directly below. 
This leakage correlates with observed sealant failure on the exterior and prior 
staining on the interior. 

Brick Reveals and Framed Openings 

Brick was removed from the sill of a north elevation 4th floor window to expose 
the flashing and weather barrier materials. Below are general observations: 

• W.R. Grace Perm-a-Barrier flashing exists on the jamb and sill and returns 
into the framed rough-opening (Photo 20). There are large gaps and 
discontinuities in this flashing assembly at the inside sill / jamb corner. 
Additionally, the membrane is not consistently adhered to the Tyvek water 
resistant barrier on the wall sheathing. 

• Sheet metal is used to extend the framed rough opening outward to 
meet with the window frames installed flush to the brick face. There are 
discontinuities at sheet metal corners, as well as gaps between the sheet 
metal outboard edge termination and the window frame (Photo 21). 

• The window frame is set onto the brick veneer in two beads of sealant. 
Curtainwall Glazing 

Projected bay glazing on the south and west elevations is aluminum-framed 
curtainwall. Vertical mullions are bolted to steel embed anchors at the outside 
face of the concrete slab edges. These mullions bypass the slabs and create 
a continuous glazing plane from the second through fourth floor. Painted 
aluminum spandrel panels exist at the top and bottom of the assembly and 
opaque glass spandrel panels conceal the slab edges and drop ceiling space 
below. 

Horizontal glazing joints utilize pressure-plates to retain the glass in the glazing 
pocket. At vertical joints, glass is structurally glazed in place. Structural glazing 
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consists of an exterior silicone joint between glass panels and a foam tape 
to which the glass unit is bed to the mullion face. During our review, Fortis 
Construction helped us to disassemble two pressure plates to reveal the glazing 
behind. Additionally, RDH performed water infiltration tests and made interior 
exploratory openings to observe concealed construction. Following are general 
observations regarding the curtainwall glazing. 

• Pressure plate snap covers include preformed gaskets. In many cases, 
these gaskets are short and leave open gaps (Photo 22). 

• In some cases, an additional wet-seal silicon fillet bead exists between 
the pressure plate snap cover and the glass. This is inconsistently 
installed and is missing in many locations. 

• Spandrel panels have failed in some locations and there is condensation 
and liquid water between the two panes of glass. 

• At the top and bottom of the assembly, aluminum panels abut brick 
veneer. In most areas, the panels include a return leg to accept sealant 
between the metal and the brick. Where brick are bull-nosed, the metal 
panel is cut around the brick, and sealant lacks a bond surface to the 
metal. Sealant is debonded from the metal edge leaving open gaps 
(Photo 23). 

During disassembly and interior exploratory opening, observations include: 

• Horizontal pressure plates include weep holes to drain the glazing pocket. 
However, water in the glazing pocket can also drain down vertical joints 
between adjacent IGUs, behind the exterior glazing seal. We note water 
stains to be prevalent on the interior of vertical mullions directly in line 
with this drainage path where water passes through interior glazing tape. 

• At vertical corner mullions, water within the glazing pocket can drain 
down the outboard face of the mullion, behind the IGU. Due to the miter 
of the frame elements, water within the horizontal glazing pocket of the 
vision spandrel drains onto the top of the spandrel IGU (Photo 24). 

• Where metal panels interface with curtainwall framing, the metal panel 
is bent inboard, and then sealed to the curtainwall mullion. This sealant 
has failed in many locations, and there is significant staining and water 
leakage behind metal panels at the fourth and second floor of each 
curtainwall area. 

• Where brick cladding flashings terminate at aluminum mullions, flashings 
are discontinuous (Photo 25). There are water stains along the jambs. 

Prior Repair History at Curtainwall 

We understand that some level of remedial repair was performed to portions of 
the westerly curtainwall on the south elevation. We are unsure of the timeframe 
of this repair and remain unclear on the actual scope. However, at a minimum, 
certain failed IGUs were replaced, some pressure plates replaced or reset, and 
some additional sealant installed between the pressure plate snap cover and 
the glass. Although the extent of repairs is unclear, there does appear to be 
less severe leakage on the westerly curtainwall compared to the easterly one. 
However, evidence of leakage persists as described in the following paragraphs. 




Photo 25 
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Photo 28 



Leakage at Curtainwall 

Water leakage is prevalent at all four curtainwall areas. Severity differs between 
locations, but in all cases, water stains exist on vertical mullions and in many 
cases stains exist on intermediate horizontal mullions. Water testing was 
performed on both curtain walls on the south elevation. The tests reproduced 
previously identified stains indicating leakage (shown elsewhere in this report). 
Curtainwall glazing leaks paths include: 

• Water leaks through failed sealant between metal panels and brick 
cladding at the fourth and second floors. 

• Water leaks through failed sealant between metal panels and aluminum 
mullions. 

• Water enters horizontal glazing pockets through discontinuous or failed 
gaskets on the top side of horizontal pressure plates and snap covers. 
This water drains off the ends of horizontal mullions and onto the IGU 
below. Water on the tops of the IGU either leaks directly through foam 
glazing tape to the interior side of the glass, or drains down the space 
between IGUs on the vertical mullions. Water on the vertical mullion 
space either leaks through foam glazing tape, or fills horizontal mullions 
below, where it leaks to the interior in similar fashion as described above. 

• Water that reaches the tops of IGUs from paths described above also 
caused failure of IGU seals and leaks between panes. This is an ongoing 
issue. 

• Water leaks through discontinuous flashing at mullion jambs adjacent to 
brick cladding. 

• There is fungal growth on the outboard side of interior gypsum wallboard 
at the north jamb return of the easterly curtainwall on the 3rd floor (Photo 
26). 

Roof 

The roof is covered with a white thermoplastic (TPO) membrane. In general, the 
membrane appears to be performing well. Details at drains and penetrations 
look sound and sealants, although showing some signs of aging, are intact. 
Following are unique or specific conditions. 

• The roof membrane is "stretched" at the southwest and northeast 
corners (Photo 27). This is evidenced by wrinkling on the horizontal and 
vertical parapet walls. 

• Parapet coping joints are lapped in a vertical standing seam with tabbed 
corners. There appears to be more recent repair work on the south 
parapet, as fasteners differ and sealant appears new compared to other 
areas. 

• There are some unsealed laps on copings (Photo 28). 

• Near the roof access door, a secondary protection layer of membrane is 
installed. This extra layer has failed, and there is a large blister of water 
between this protection layer and the primary membrane (Photo 29). 

There are small roof areas over each of the four curtainwall bays. These roofs 
are covered with similar TPO membrane as on the upper roof. TPO in general 
appears to be functional. Following are general observations: 
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•Aluminum handrails over the curtainwall roof perimeter have fasteners 
into the brick cladding at the handrail returns. These fasteners are loose 
in some locations (Photo 30). 

• Coping returns at brick veneer terminate at the brick face and gaps are 
closed with sealant. This sealant has failed in most cases (Photo 31). 

Bus Mall 

The bus mall is the area north of the building and south of the north block, 
captured between column lines 10 and 3A. As described in other sections 
above, the structural slabs are separated from the building and from the north 
block with expansion joints. 

As determined through physical inspection at exploratory openings on the east 
elevation at column line 10, the gap between the horizontal slabs does not 
contain an expansion joint covering at the structural deck level, although the 
space is filled with some loose foam backer. The vertical wall and column at line 
10 is continuous through the expansion joint, and contains cracks as described 
in the below grade discussion above. 

At the wearing surface at both expansion joints, there is an extruded aluminum 
cover plate set in continuous beads of sealant that spans the gap. Removal of 
this cover plate at the east end of column line 10 reveals unencumbered access 
to the joint space below (see also discussion of guttering system in below grade 
sections). 

RDH reviewed the paver surface and waterproof assembly removal made by 
others in the bus mall area some time after the excavation had been complete. 
When these area were reviewed, waterproofing had been mostly removed to 
expose the structural deck, making review of waterproofing limited to a few 
exposed inches at the opening perimeter. At the time of review, the following 
were noted: 

•Structural waterproofing is a hot fluid-applied rubberized asphalt type 
product and is covered with protection sheet and drainage mat. 

• Sand set brick pavers are installed as overburden. The combined 
protection layer and sand layer are about two inches thick, and pavers are 
3 inches thick. 

• In a few locations, gas bubbles were noted mid thickness in the 
waterproofing membrane. Bubbles are on the order of 3/4 inch to 1-1/2 
inch diameter. 

During review of the below grade garage and foundation walls, cracks were 
noted in the structural deck that appear to admit water. There are white stains 
present at most of these cracks and some have active wetting. 

North Block 

The north block construction is similar to the bus mall. Overburden is a 
combination of concrete, asphalt, and brick pavers. The majority of the north 
block slab is covered with a traffic coating material used to protect the concrete 




Photo 29 
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from water damage. From the interior, cracks in the underside of the structural 
slab are somewhat more pronounced compared to the bus mall area, and 
leakage appears more significant. In at least one area near the center north, 
leakage has become problematic to the extent that a collection basin and drain 
assembly was installed by maintenance staff to redirect leakage away from 
parked vehicles below. See also discussion of cracked foundation walls on the 
north elevation of the garage in previous sections. 

This concrete slab is cracked between nearly all column lines in a consistent 
manner. Numerous repair attempts are evident from above and below the crack. 
In one recent repair attempt, the crack is propagating through the repair. In 
another location, efflorescent staining is telegraphing water infiltration in the slab 
though no crack is present on the underside; a crack is present in this location 
on the top side. 

Discussions 

The sections below describe the general affect and implications building 
movement has had on each system. Recommendations for repair are presented 
in subsequent sections of the report. 

Glazing 

The movement of the superstructure results in shifting of the brick cladding 
relative to steel stud walls and concrete slabs. Also, window frames, attached 
to framing, have moved differential to the brick. As a result, sealants have failed 
at most window perimeters and glazing has shifted within the aluminum framed 
glazing pocket. This shifting has exacerbated already aged and otherwise failed 
sealant, which results in water leakage to the interior. Although leakage at 
framed openings has not caused significant damage to date, ongoing damage 
should be expected if repairs are not implemented to arrest the leakage. 

Brick Masonry 

At outside building corners, brick has moved significantly relative to adjacent 
materials. This results in failure of sealant control joints, and movement of the 
brick cladding outboard on steel shelf angle supports. Although brick has shifted 
significantly, anchors appear intact in those areas observed. Depending on the 
need to remove brick for leakage remediation, existing materials may be able 
to remain in place with the use of remedial anchoring devices. The consulting 
team will require further evaluation and coordination between efforts to identify 
the cost-to-benefit relationship for this repair alternative. Structural remediation 
options may compel the removal of the brick cladding for structural reasons. 

Below Grade 

Below grade walls and columns have cracked. As a result, water intrusion is 
prevalent at vertical wall locations. Additionally horizontal expansion joints do 
not function appropriately and allow significant leakage to the spaces below. 
Leakage through smaller cracks results in staining. Although long term wetting 
can rust steel reinforcing, some minor leakage through smaller cracks is not 
uncommon for below grade structures and may be tolerable for some time 
provided puddles do not become excessive. Where large cracks at columns 
exist, repairs will be required. Waterproofing repairs can be implemented when 
excavation is undertaken for structural repair needs. 
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Roofing 

Structural movement and slab shrinkage result in stretching and deformation of 
the thermoplastic membrane. At this time, this deformation does not appear to 
cause failure, and can likely remain intact for some time. 

Water Leakage and Assembly Performance 
Walls and Framed Windows 

Masonry veneer buildings generally function and are designed as drained cavity 
or as rainscreen assemblies. The masonry serves to shed the majority of the 
water from the critical interior components of the building. However, some 
leakage behind masonry is expected and as such, a water resistive barrier is 
provided on the outboard face of sheathing to stop this leakage from passing 
to the interior. Flashings are provided at structural shelf angles and other 
penetrations to direct water within the cavity back to the exterior. To be effective, 
this water resistive barrier must be consistent and contiguous throughout and 
especially at assembly transitions. 

In the field of the wall areas, the water resistive barrier appears to be functional, 
although it is discontinuous at each floor-line shelf angle and there is some 
evidence of minor water ingress to the sheathing. 

However, where the water resistive barrier and flashings interface framed 
windows and curtain wall glazing systems, there are discontinuities that result 
in water leakage to the interior. In these areas, the building relies solely on 
sealant to maintain water tightness. Where this sealant has failed, rainwater is 
provided a clear path to the interior, and results in the deterioration observed 
on the building. As such, these interface details require remediation to arrest 
the current leakage and to eliminate the need for perfect sealant joints. Repair 
options may vary depending on the owner's tolerance and acceptable level of 
risk. 

Curtainwall Glazing 

The curtainwall assemblies lack appropriate design to resist leakage and as a 
result, there is significant damage to interior finishes. Although some repairs 
were previously implemented on the westerly south elevation curtain wall, they 
appear to have only limited ability to slow water ingress. Further, past repairs 
do not address any concealed deficiencies such as flashings or other system 
failures. Due to the existing design characteristics and the varied leakage paths, 
significant remediation of all conditions of these assemblies is required. Repair 
alternatives are presented in the Remediation section below. 

Fungal Growth 

Fungal growth within the wall cavity exists in areas where excessive leakage 
has occurred; specifically at the south elevation curtainwall areas. We expect 
that this mold growth will continue to increase unless and until remediation is 
undertaken. 

Sealants 

Sealants have failed on the building due to building movement, normal 
material degradation, and improper detailing. In many cases, the anticipated 
normal degradation rate was likely accelerated by the building movement. The 
sealants used on the building exterior are urethane based. Urethane naturally 



I £^ MILLER 

I CONSULTING MARION COUNTY REMEDIATION STUDY FINAL REPORTVOLUME I JANUARY 20, 2011 53 

^Br ENGINEERS, INC. 



degrades over time when exposed to water, wind, and sunlight. Urethanes 
are organic based compounds that are sensitive to ultraviolet light exposure. 
Paints or integral additives in the compounds can improve upon the expected 
performance life, however, maintenance and renewal is anticipated and 
required. It is not uncommon for urethane sealants like the ones used on this 
building to require replacement after only 7-10 years of service. Some higher 
quality urethanes may last upwards of 15 years or more, depending on their 
exposures. When sealants are under structural stress induced by building 
movement, serviceable life span is often drastically reduced. This is evidenced 
on the building where sealants at displaced brick joints have significantly failed 
(e.g. debonded, split) whereas non-moving sealants are in the earlier stages 
of degradation (e.g. crazing, chalking, etc.). In addition to the above, sealants 
on the building have failed as a result of improper detailing, predominantly 
associated with lack of bond area. This occurs at all window heads at jambs, 
where sealant adheres to only a narrow edge of aluminum frame, as well as at 
metal panel edges that are cut to fit around shaped brick at curtainwall jamb 
returns. Even the best quality sealants do not perform well under these sorts of 
improper applications. 

Flashings at Recessed Windows 

Sheet metal sill flashings at recessed windows on the fifth floor have upturned 
end dams that are face sealed to the brick jamb returns. This sort of face-sealed 
construction practice is impractical and ineffective for long term durability, as 
it relies completely on sealant adhesion for its functionality. As sealants fail for 
various reasons (see above), the flashings separate from the face of brick and 
allow water ingress. The construction detailing at these locations is improper 
and leaves little room for the assembly to perform effectively, regardless of the 
material selection for sealant. When combined with aging urethane sealant and 
building movement, the deficiencies are exacerbated. 

Below Grade Walls and Horizontal Plaza Deck Waterproofing 

Cracks in below grade walls appear to be a combination of normal concrete 
shrinkage, as well as structural failure (see structural assessment). Water leaks 
through these cracks, resulting in white staining (efflorescents) and ponding 
water on the floor slab. Where cracks are large (column line 10), this wetting is 
excessive and frequent. From exterior excavation on column line 10, it is evident 
that below grade damp-proofing is ineffective at stopping leakage through the 
below grade walls. Additionally discontinuity between horizontal waterproofing 
and vertical damp-proofing likely exacerbates the leakage paths through 
concrete cold joints or intentional friction slip joints. This leakage is evident on 
the northerly portions of the property where the horizontal slip joint material is 
visible between the slab and walls and water leaks are evident (NE stairwell). 

Some minor leakage is often tolerable with below grade parking structures, 
provided occupant vehicles are not affected or larger puddles are avoided. 
However, the extent of leakage and efflorescent stains in this garage may be 
excessive such that there is a concern of degradation to conventional reinforcing 
steel within the walls and columns. When leakage becomes excessive, 
remediation is often required to reduce or stop continued degradation. 

The horizontal plaza waterproofing has failed at least locally where concrete 
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cracks exhibit leakage. Some of these cracks appear to extend from slab edges 
at expansion joints, where water may bypass the waterproofing membrane. 
Other areas, however, are mid-slab and are consistent with membrane failure. 
Expansion joints are not appropriately detailed, lack water stopping material, 
and allow significant water drainage through the assembly. Although remedial 
guttering is installed to capture the majority of this leakage, water continues to 
leak onto the slab edges and into cracks that extend to the north and south. 
Additionally, this water leakage has entered grout fill at post-tension cable ends 
and appears to be corroding the cables (see structural evaluation). 
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Interior Wall Assemblies and Finishes 



Summary 

SERA Architects observed the majority of the interior spaces during the months 
of April and May, 2010. Site visits included general visual observation of the 
exterior from the ground, bus mall, north block and surrounding public sidewalk 
and interior spaces of the building, bus mall and north block. The purpose was 
to assess damage due to building movement regarding location, severity and 
type of damage to the exterior and interior finishes, door systems, fire protection 
elements such as the fire alarm and sprinkler system and the fire, life, safety 
and egress components. Since the building was fully occupied at the time of 
scheduled observation, advance notice was required to all departments with 
special consideration given to the District Attorney's spaces. 

Spaces observed included: the underground garage and spaces beneath the 
building area, bus mall area and north block area; interior spaces of the building 
from the ground floor through the roof level including building utility spaces and 
the elevator machine room; and the surrounding site and adjacent building 
elements. 

Specific elements included; the underside of the structural bus mall and north 
block concrete slabs, columns and foundation wall; interior surfaces such as 
walls, ceiling and ceiling grids and acoustic tile systems, floors and floor material; 
building elements such as doors, frames and hardware, windows, toilet and 
plumbing fixtures; counters and cabinets; light fixtures, HVAC equipment above 
ceilings; and accessible concealed spaces such as elevator hoistways. 

Courthouse Square 

Courthouse Square is a modern office building completed in fall of 2000. It 
is the seat of government for Marion County (MC), consolidating most of the 
business functions and elected officials of the County. It also houses the 
headquarters and administrative department of the Salem Keizer Transit District 
(SKTD). Citizens regularly visit and conduct business using this building. The 
underground parking garage is used exclusively for employee and department 
fleet parking. 

The building is five stories with a brick masonry exterior and framed aluminum 
windows in framed openings above the ground floor; aluminum storefront 
windows are installed at the ground floor. Building columns are expressed at 
the ground floor by recessing window systems and precast concrete panels at 
the base. There are four curtain wall systems on the exterior of the building; two 
on the south elevation and two on the west elevation. It is rectangular in shape; 
approximately one hundred feet wide in the north-south direction and three 
hundred feet long in the east-west direction. A two story height main entry space 
is near the center of the building. 

Canopies with a mix of structural metal components, metal decking and glass 
are installed at the ground level on the south elevation and over an entry on 
the west elevation. There are covered colonnades at the ground floor on the 
west and north elevations. These colonnades reduce the area of the ground 
floor whereby the upper floors expand and cover the colonnade constituting the 
building footprint. 




Courthouse Square south elevation. 




North Side Colonnade and canopies. 



I £^ MILLER 

I CONSULTING MARION COUNTY REMEDIATION STUDY FINAL REPORTVOLUME I JANUARY 20, 2011 57 

^Br ENGINEERS, INC. 



III. ASSESSMENTS 




West side of Courthouse Square showing 
public plaza in the foreground. 




Bus mall southern drive lanes with 
pedestrian island on left. 



On the west end, there is a public plaza with art sculptures, benches and large 
precast concrete tree planter vessels. An exhaust shaft from the basement 
garage level is articulated using the same architectural materials as the building. 
A covered colonnade from the southwest corner of the building to this exhaust 
shaft frames the south portion of the public plaza. 

The east elevation of the building is the service entrance. At the southeast 
corner, the building gas meter is protected from vandalism behind a painted 
metal cage. There is a metal roll up garage door for trash and recycling pick 
up and for large, bulk building delivery items. There is a set of double hollow 
metal doors in a recessed loading area used primarily for building maintenance 
and mail and package delivery though from a code perspective, these doors 
discharge building occupants to the public way during an emergency. At the 
northeast corner, two architectural metal swing gates create the entrance to the 
basement parking garage in a recessed driveway apron. The north elevation 
colonnade is adjacent to the garage entrance. 

The ground level of the building includes large, public functionary spaces. Two 
retail outlets occupy storefront businesses on the southwest quadrant. A public 
waiting room for bus passengers occupies the west end of the ground floor. 
This is adjacent and connected to SKTD ticket and public service counter, bus 
operator facilities and a small Salem Police Department substation on the north 
side. The Senator Hearing room with pre-function lobby, restrooms, conference 
rooms, multimedia spaces and assembly space occupy the center of the ground 
floor. 

The basement level contains the parking garage, storage rooms and several 
building utility spaces such as fan rooms, electrical rooms, etc. There is an 
enclosed elevator lobby in the basement. 

The upper floors house different departments of Marion County government. 
SKTD occupies space on the west side of the fifth floor. Each floor has a public 
elevator lobby. Each department has their own separate reception area. Card 
readers provide security to limited access spaces. All floors contain restrooms 
shared by all departments. Electrical and telecommunication closets flank the 
building egress stair systems. There are janitor's closets on each floor. 

Bus Mall 

The bus mall is a near flat eight-lane, four entrance/ exit transportation hub. The 
bus mall comprises an area from column line 3a on the north side to column line 
10 on the south side. A variety of SKTD buses and fleet vehicles make regularly 
scheduled stops for passenger pick up and departure. The drive lanes are an 
interlocking brick paver system over a sand bed and water proofing system on an 
elevated post tensioned concrete slab. Light weight concrete below the driving 
surface varies in thickness creating a slope toward the center of each drive 
lane where multiple catch basins collect storm water for discharge to the City of 
Salem system. 

An elevated center island in a saw tooth arrangement has a double column 
metal and glass canopy offering passengers limited protection from the weather. 
Like the plaza, benches and large precast concrete tree planter vessels are 
distributed between the double columns the entire length of the center island. 
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The west end of the island features a simple four column colonnade with a clock. 
This structure rises approximately twenty feet. The east end also has a simple 
four column colonnade. 

On the north side of the bus mall, a single row colonnade mimics the building, 
using the same architectural materials. Small canopies attached between 
columns offering limited protection for passengers. These elements are on a 
raised sidewalk arranged in a saw tooth pattern for bus passenger pick up and 
drop off. 

Decorative, arched metal trusses are installed on the east and west sides of the 
bus mall over the drive entrance/ exits. These trusses span from the building, 
attaching on the north side at approximately the second floor line to the simple 
colonnades at the center island and again from the center island to the north 
side colonnade. There are four truss structures total. 

North Block 

The north block is a simple and austere elevated post-tension concrete slab that 
functions as a public plaza. Two stairs from the basement garage level emerge 
on the east and west ends. These pavilions are articulated with cast-in-place 
concrete half walls, aluminum window systems and a simple roof. 

The plaza deck is at the same elevation as the bus mall sidewalk on the north 
side. The public sidewalk slopes up to meet this deck on all sides. The deck is 
covered by a traffic coating. There are precast concrete tree planter vessels and 
benches distributed along the center of the north block from east to west. 

Exterior Observations 
Building Exterior 

The exterior brick system is noticeably shifted at the building corners. 
Appearance of a continuous vertical architectural brick reveal at the corners 
appears to change the degree of reveal along the vertical line. This is an 
appearance of undulation most noticeable when in direct sunlight. The precast 
concrete panels at the base of each column appear to be in good condition 
though there are several instances where the panels are cracked. The vertical 
joints between the panels and the horizontal joints between the panels and the 
brick appear to be functioning appropriately. 

The horizontal joint between the sidewalk and the panels have varying 
conditions. In many locations, this joint and sealant are functioning properly; 
however, in several locations the sidewalk has separated from the panels 
exposing a gap. The sealant has either debonded from the surface or ruptured 
along the line of the sealant. These gaps allow surface water to penetrate below 
grade and migrate. 

The exterior brick system and mortar of the joints appear to be functioning 
appropriately. There are no readily visible signs of spalling brick or efflorescing of 
the brick masonry system. The brick is a uniform color throughout the building. 
There are no areas that have experienced fading or color shift due to weather or 
UV exposure. 




Bus mall northern drive lane with 
colonnade on the right. 




North block public plaza. 
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Brick expansion joint seen near the 
building edge on the left. 
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Bus mall pavers and painted 
pedestrian crosswalk. 




Heaving pavers at bus mall 
pedestrian island. 



The canopies appear to be well attached and functioning as intended. Structural 
metal components are painted and stainless steel components are left exposed. 
The paint appears to be well applied and functioning properly, though there are 
locations where the paint is peeling or chipped. Regular maintenance to these 
selected areas could prolong the life of the components. 

There are noticeable areas of moisture in the spandrel panels of the south 
curtain walls from the sidewalk. A more detailed review of the building windows 
and curtain wall system is included in the Building Envelope section of this 
report. 

Bus Mall Exterior 

The bus mall driving surface has experienced damage and appears to be 
functioning less than intended. At the bus entrances and exits, the interlocking 
pavers have migrated and shifted. This is most noticeable by the painted 
pedestrian cross walk lines. In many locations, the pavers are pitted, chipped, 
cracked or broken. This condition is also noticeable around each storm water 
catch basin and each designated bus stop. Shifting pavers are the result of the 
heavy bus wheel loads where busses either accelerate or brake. The general 
field of interlocking pavers appears to be functioning as intended. 

At the raised center pedestrian island, square and rectangular pedestrian pavers 
are arranged in a stacked bond configuration. In several locations, these pavers 
have separated at the joint and heaved either individually or in panels. There are 
instances where it appears several pavers are being compressed and are bowing 
up. This upward movement creates a non-uniform surface from paver to paver 
creating a trip hazard for pedestrians. Heaving up to 3/4 of an inch were noted. 

SKTD maintenance personnel have communicated that the paver surface has 
experienced many problems beyond those listed above. At the beginning of 
this project, SKTD had a hired consultant to evaluate, design and remediate the 
paver driving surface assembly. Once the bus mall analysis and observations 
revealed a punching shear danger and the area closed, that process was 
abandoned. 

North Block Exterior 

The north block slab is a bonded post tensioned slab that spans from gridlines 
1 to 3a and from A to 0. It was cast in two separate instances. Unlike the other 
slabs in the building and bus mall, it steps near gridline 3 because of a raised 
pedestrian sidewalk on the north side of the bus mall. 

The raised sidewalk portion has the same square and rectangular pedestrian 
pavers installed at the bus mall. At the slab step, a concrete sidewalk in four foot 
square sections with an exposed aggregate surface mimics the building north 
side colonnade sidewalk. 

Unlike the bus mall slab that has a paver and water proofing assembly to protect 
the structural slab below, the top side of the north block slab only has a traffic 
coating installed. There are numerous cracks at regular intervals noticed 
throughout the north block slab. These cracks occur regularly at mid span at 
nearly every column bay the entire length of the block. The cracks span the 
entire width of the north block slab. 
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At each crack, repairs were attempted. In several locations, multiple repairs 
were attempted. At nearly every location, the repair has failed and the crack has 
ruptured through the repair. 

Public sidewalk 

The public sidewalk surrounding the site consists of exposed aggregate sidewalk 
sections and pedestrian pavers sections similar to the bus mall pedestrian 
island. In numerous locations, the sidewalk exhibits varying degrees of 
settlement. This settlement issue is noted in the geotechnical report which is 
included as part of this report. Settlement is causing the pavers and concrete 
sidewalk to separate in certain locations creating tripping hazards. 

In one location, the settlement is over three inches. In this area, the pavers and 
concrete sections were removed and asphalt was installed. 

Building Interior 
Floors 

The floors in Courthouse Square consist of a variety of finishes. Carpet is by far 
the most common floor finish. Various kinds of carpet are used throughout the 
building with high quality carpet installed in public spaces such as the ground 
floor Senator hearing Room and the corridors of the upper floors. Office spaces 
have a broadloom type carpet installed. 

Other finishes throughout the building include terrazzo at the main entrance 
elevator lobby and SKTD public waiting area. Ceramic tile is used in the ground 
floor retail spaces and all restrooms. Polished granite tile is installed at the 
elevator lobby. Utility and back of house spaces such as the janitor's closets 
have vinyl composition tile installed. 

Overall, floor finishes appear to be in good condition with the carpet installed in 
the office spaces being the most worn in appearance. Floor deflections appear 
not to have impacted the second floor elevator lobby floor finish. Maintenance 
personnel indicate that ceramic tile in the upper floor restrooms have been 
replaced in limited areas. Prior to replacement, several tiles dislodged. Building 
movement is suspected to be the cause of this damage. 

Deflections in the floors are noticeable from the second floor and above. 
According to the building survey, the deflections increase at each floor going 
up. The fifth floor has the greatest amount of floor deflections with one location 
exceeding four inches. 

At the main entrance lobby and the SKTD public waiting room area, there are 
several cracks in the terrazzo floor. It is unclear whether these cracks are the 
result of building movement since deflections in these areas range from about 
1/8 inch to 1/2 inch. 

At several of the electrical and telecommunication rooms on the upper floors, 
floor deflection has interfered with the full operation of the room door. At these 
locations, the doors rub the floor, scarring the finish. 

These floor deflections have impacted the integrity of other building elements. 
Most notably, cabinetry and casework exhibit non-functioning drawers, doors 
that refuse to remain closed, doors that are difficult to open because of rubbing 




Cracking at the north block slab. This is 
one of several locations. 




Heaving restroom floor tile. 
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Cracks at exterior wall junction. 




Horizontal crack between window sills. 



with adjacent doors, counters that are not level and back splashes separating 
from counters and walls. This movement has caused stress and strain on the 
hardware components of the casework and cabinetry. In some locations, this 
has led to failure of the component. 

This condition of the cabinetry was noted at nearly every installation from the 
second floor above. Most of the damaged cabinetry and casework occurs on the 
third floor District Attorney's space. 

Walls 

Painted gypsum wall board comprises the vast majority of wall finishes in 
Courthouse Square. There are a few select areas that have more luxurious 
finishes installed. At the Senator Hearing Room, wood paneling is the main 
material. At the elevator lobbies, public corridors on the upper floors and 
conference rooms, a vinyl wall covering is installed. 

Nearly all walls throughout Courthouse Square exhibit some type of crack or 
damage. This cracking becomes more severe and numerous from the second 
floor going up. The most numerous cracks occur on the third floor which 
coincidentally has the most walls installed. 

Cracks at the walls fall into several main categories: 

•At the perpendicular junction with the exterior wall: This is by far the 
most common type of crack. The top of the wall is pulled away from 
the exterior wall. The amount of this separation varies depending on 
the amount of deflection but generally increases at each floor going up. 
In some locations on the fifth floor, the bottom portion of the wall was 
pushing into the furring surrounding columns. This condition primarily 
occurs to walls oriented north-south. 

• Cracks at the perpendicular junction of interior walls: This condition is 
similar to the exterior wall condition. 

• Cracks at the strike side of doors: This crack occurs at or near the top 
corner of the door frame at the strike side of the door when oriented 
north-south. This is most likely due to a construction joint of framing that 
comprises the door opening and the relatively small amount of wall above 
the door to resist this type of damage. 

• A horizontal crack at window sills: This occurs between nearly all window 
sills from the third floor above. This crack is caused by a construction 
joint between major framing elements for the building envelope. Exterior 
wall studs span each slab from the head of the window below to the sill of 
the window above. A top and bottom track is then installed to create the 
bottom portion of the framed window opening. Between windows, studs 
span from window sill below to window sill above. This horizontal joint at 
each sill creates a hinge between framing members attached to different 
floors. The result is damage to the wall at the junction of the wall stud 
below and the wall stud above. 

• Walls appearing to have a wave affect: This type of damage occurs 
at walls installed in the east-west direction. As the floors deflect, the 
diagonal bracing above the ceiling wants to resist this action and keep 
the walls in place. The wall and diagonal brace rotate in different 
directions creating the wave affect. Each floor has varying degrees of 
deflection. 
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• Cracks at the upper corners of exterior window jambs: This crack is 
caused by the racking of the framed opening due to slab shortening. 

Though the damage to walls is quite extensive, there appears to be no 
detrimental effects to the function and operation of the building tenants. The 
loss of sound and speech privacy may be the greatest concern. 

Ceilings 

At nearly all locations, the ceilings consist of a suspended grid system with inlay 
acoustic ceiling tile. Other ceiling types include painted gypsum board soffits in 
the SKTD public waiting area, main building entrance and a few building tenant 
reception areas. Janitor's closets have framed painted gypsum board ceilings. A 
few locations such as the one ground floor retail space and the utility closets do 
not have any ceiling installed. 

Starting at the second floor, nearly all ceilings exhibit some type of damage due 
to building movement. This damage becomes more severe and numerous from 
the second floor going up. The ground floor exhibits little to no damage due to 
building movement. 

Damage of the ceilings fall into several main categories: 

• Buckling of a main or secondary grid bar: At several locations, the grid 
bar has compressed to the point the bar has buckled, folding back upon 
itself. 

• Misalignment of secondary grid bars: Throughout Courthouse Square, 
ceiling grids are misaligned. Building movement is causing pressure on 
the ceiling system components. 

• Twisting of main or secondary grid bars: In several locations, the grid 
bars have rotated axially. This rotation causes damaged acoustic tiles. 

• Buckling of ceiling system edge support lintels: Where walls have moved, 
so too has the ceiling perimeter grids. The ceiling perimeter grids are 
attached to walls. When the walls move due to building movement, 
components of the ceiling system apply pressure to the perimeter support 
lintel. 

• Crushed or tight acoustic tiles within the grid system: Building movement 
has caused the ceiling grid system to rack. This racking action reduces 
the tolerance for removing and replacing tiles. In several locations, 

tiles have been damaged by this racking action. In other locations, 
maintenance personnel have had to remove tiles to perform regular 
building maintenance. Often, these tiles get scuffed, break or are unable 
to be replaced due to racking of the system. Some tiles relieve pressure 
by buckling or bowing within the system. 

The ceiling systems also contain other building elements. Elements such as light 
fixtures, HVAC registers and fire sprinkler heads are more firm and rigid than soft 
acoustic tiles. At these locations, the surrendering member is the ceiling grid. 
Damage is usually exhibited to adjacent panels. 

The ceiling system and other ceiling components are attached to the floor slab 
above by power actuated anchors and wire. This method of attachment does not 
appear to have any detrimental effects due to building movement. In the areas 
observed, anchors were firmly attached. One consequence of wire attachment 




Floor deflections are causing 
walls to undulate. 




Buckled ceiling grid. 
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Example of misaligned ceiling grid; tight 
acoustic tile; wall crack at door. 




Racked frame preventing proper 
door function. 



to the floor slab above to achieve a uniformly level ceiling system is its immediate 
reaction to floor deflections. When the floors deflect, so too does the ceiling 
system. 

Doors frame and hardware 

Doors in Courthouse Square consist primarily of solid, wood veneer slabs with 
stainless steel hardware installed into painted hollow metal doorframes. At 
some locations such as conference rooms and other shared spaces, doors are 
fitted with windows. Corridor doors are fire rated in accordance with the 1998 
O.S.S.C. Building utility and other higher security areas have hollow metal doors 
installed. 

The doors, frames and hardware have experienced functional issues as a result 
of building movement. These issues are most noticeable starting at the third 
floor going up though other doors throughout the building have also experienced 
function issues. 

Function issues fall into several main categories: 

• Inability to close: The most severely affected doors are on the fifth floor. 
At several locations, the frames are so out of square that the door will 
not fit into the frame opening. In most locations, these doors have been 
trimmed by maintenance personnel in order to function properly. 

• Difficulty opening: Other doors fit tightly within their opening. These 
doors are still able to operate, however some locations require greater 
effort than building codes allow. These doors typically do not fit squarely 
within the frames. One door of particular concern is the hollow metal 
door leading into the electrical vault on the ground floor. This door 
requires great effort to operate. 

• Binding hardware: At several locations, racking or warping of the 
frames due to shifting walls have created binding or pinching hardware. 
Doors require greater effort to latch or when operated, pop open when 
unlatching. In other locations, hinges bind decreasing the total amount 
of swing for that door. 

Maintenance personnel have indicated that adjustment to doors, frames and 
hardware are ongoing issues. Several doors have been removed, trimmed and 
reinstalled. Hardware has been modified to accommodate the most egregious 
function issues. 

The operation of these doors needs to be addressed. Left in their current state, 
doors may not function properly during an emergency or require greater than 
code allowable effort to operate. 

Fire/ Life /Safety and egress components 

The fire/ life safety and egress components of Courthouse Square consist of the 
following elements: 

Fire sprinklers; fire alarm; fire rated walls and doors; egress stair system and exit 
discharge. 

Below is an assessment of each component: 

• Fire sprinklers: The fire sprinkler system appears to be functioning as 
intended. Other sections of this report provide detail regarding a physical 
assessment. 
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• Fire alarm: The fire alarm system appears to be functioning as intended. 
Other sections of this report provide detail regarding a physical 
assessment. 

• Fire rated walls and doors: According to the 1998 O.S.S.C., corridors 
were required to achieve at minimum a one hour fire rating with twenty 
minute rated doors that access the corridor for a building of this 
construction type and occupancy. Field observations confirm that this 
requirement has been achieved. Building movement does appear to 
have compromised the integrity of this system. Doors that are part of 
this system exhibit a range of damage. Several doors were noted as 
rubbing their frames or have binding hardware. Of special note are the 
elevator lobby doors on the upper floors. Several locations were noted 
where the doors rubbed the frames. During normal conditions, these 
doors are held in the open position by magnetic hold-open devices 
that communicate with the fire alarm system. During activation of this 
system, the doors swing closed. Where doors rub the frames, this might 
prevent the doors from fully closing and latching thereby compromising 
the code requirement of an elevator lobby. Corridor doors that bind also 
compromise this system. 

• Exit access: Individual tenant spaces each have access to exit corridors. 
Some spaces are required to provide two exits. Where observed, this 
condition was achieved. One alternate exit for a tenant space located on 
the second floor had door hardware installed in the opposite direction of 
egress travel. Above the door on the egress side, a lighted exit sign marks 
the exit, however the door has the ability to lock from the ingress side. 
This condition could prevent the use of this exit during an emergency. 
SERA notified MC regarding this condition. 

• Egress stair system: Double doors provide access from the corridors into 
the stair towers. These stair towers also act as the building LFRS. The 
stairs are painted steel components prefabricated and assembled in 
large pieces in the field during construction. There are six floor landings 
for each stair system with an exit discharge gate installed at each 
ground floor preventing egress to the basement as required by code. 
The shortening of the floor slabs has caused the shear wall system to 
lean toward the center of the building. This condition consequently has 
buckled the stair system. Each landing of the stairs has noticeable waves 
creating extremely uneven walking surfaces. In some locations, this 
condition was measured to have approximately one-half inch difference 
over a span of four feet. This condition creates a tripping hazard. Several 
doors from this system were noted as rubbing frames, rubbing the 
buckled landings or binding hardware due to racking of the frame. In one 
location, the stair system entry doors did not latch due to racking of the 
frame. 

• Exit discharge: The east stair system discharges occupants on the 
ground level into a corridor behind the Senator Hearing Room. Signage 
then directs occupants to the east and out a pair of doors between the 
garage entry ramp and the building loading area. The west stair system 
discharges occupants on the ground level into a corridor. Signage directs 
the occupants into the main building lobby and then out through the main 
building entry. These two discharge components to the public way appear 
to be functioning as intended. 
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Continued modifications keep some 
doors operational. 




Elevator lobby doors rubbing frames. 
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Racking of egress stair doors prevents 
proper function and compromises the 
fire rating. 




Severely cracked column at grid 0-10. 



There are enough concerns regarding this system due to building movement that 
a full fire/ life/ safety system review of the building should be studied in detail. 
Deficiencies should be corrected. 

Bus mall basement garage and parking area 
Foundation walls 

There are two foundation walls at the bus mall and one non bearing concrete 
wall that separates the bus mall from the north block. The foundation walls on 
the east and west sides exhibit extensive diagonal cracks at the northern and 
southern portions. The cracking exhibits a pattern that is opposite in direction 
from the center line of the wall. This cracking is caused by the shortening 
of the bus mall slab. These cracks have ruptured the damp proofing on the 
exterior face. Ground water is migrating through the cracks. In some locations 
efflorescent is readily visible and in other locations, water is ponding on the 
basement floor. 

At some locations, the foundation wall is integral with a building column. These 
pilasters occur in four locations, two each at gridlines 10 and 3a. At gridline 
10 the cracking is extensive and severe. Of particular concern is the pilaster at 
gridline 0-10. A review of the construction documents reveals that there are in 
essence two independent columns cast into a single concrete shell. This two 
column strategy is used at these column lines to create structural separation 
between the building and bus mall slabs and the bus mall and north block slabs. 
The isolation joint at the bus mall surface is not carried vertically down the wall 
in these locations. This lack of construction detailing is directly related to the 
damage visible at these locations. 

There are numerous vertical cracks along the length of the wall separating the 
bus mall from the north block area. This wall is approximately two hundred fifty 
feet long with no control joints. Control joints allow the eventual cracking of the 
concrete due to shrinkage a place to occur in a controlled manner. The cracks 
exhibited in this wall follow a regular interval of approximately ten to twelve feet. 

Post tensioned concrete slab 

The underside of the bus mall slab exhibits differing areas of quality in terms 
of the quality of construction and the structural integrity. In several locations, 
debris from construction activities is readily visible. This debris was present on 
the concrete form work when the slab cast during construction. 

Also noted in several locations are slab reinforcing bars exposed on the 
underside of the post tensioned slab. These reinforcing bars are required to be 
fully cast within the concrete and have a minimum dimension from the edge. 

Several areas of the underside surface have small areas of scaling. These areas 
range from a few square feet to approximately one hundred square feet. This 
scaling is flaking off the surface finish from the form work leaving a rough and 
discolored surface. This affect may be caused by the presence of water on the 
forms during casting. 

There are numerous locations where cracking on the underside of the slab can 
be observed. The bus mall slab was cast in six separate instances. While all 
slabs exhibit a range in quantity, size, and length of cracks, Slab "H" (northeast 
quadrant) exhibits the most severe cracking. 
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Several light fixtures and electrical junction boxes exhibit signs of water 
infiltration at both the bus mall and north block areas. This is evident by staining 
on the electrical component. In a few locations, water is actively dripping from 
the electrical component. This may be a localized issue whereby water is 
entering near the electrical component or through a compromised joint of the 
embedded conduit. Water in electrical systems could lead to a short circuit and 
potentially damage this or other electrical components. 

Slab on grade 

The basement floor of the bus mall and north block basement parking garage 
area is slab on grade construction. Control joints were "saw cut" into the 
partially cured concrete slab during original construction. These joints are cut 
into the slab at every column and mid column. The purpose of the saw cut joints 
is to control the eventual development of cracks due to concrete shrinkage. 
There are few locations where additional cracking has occurred. Where it has 
occurred, there does not appear to be any detrimental effects. 

At some intersections of the saw cuts, formed openings allow for buoyancy plugs 
to be installed. These plugs act to relieve pressure on the underside of the slab 
due to hydrostatic pressure. These plugs appear to be functioning appropriately. 

These control joints are cracked the full depth of the slab. This is evident by the 
slapping sound of the individual sections rocking when vehicles drive over them. 
This apparent rocking of each free section is attributed to slab curling, which is 
an effect of differential curing between the top and bottom regions of the slab. 
This rocking process will increase over time as the substrate beneath the slab 
edge continues to compress from being worked. Eventually, this may lead to 
sections of the slab edge breaking off which propagate into crumbling of the 
concrete at the joints. 

With the exception of the slab curling, the garage slab on grade concrete floor 
appears to be in good condition. Other than regular maintenance to clean areas 
of ponding water, there appears to be no damage or effects due to building 
movement. 

Columns 

Close review of the bus mall and north block columns reveal about half of the 
columns exhibit prevalent cracking. The most severe cracking occurs to the 
columns along gridlines 10 and 3a. These columns are noticeably leaning 
toward the center of the bus mall, meaning each column is leaning in two 
directions. Consequently, all columns in the bus mall exhibit a particular pattern 
of the degree and direction of leaning. Columns furthest from the center of the 
bus mall unified slab exhibit the greatest number, largest size and most severe 
cracking. Several columns along gridlines 10 and 3a experience a significant 
amount of water pouring on them from the failed isolation joint at those 
locations. In one instance, water appears to migrate through the column and 
surface about two feet below the top. 

Close observation of a select number of columns in the bus mall also reveals the 
prevalence of water pockets. These pockets were most noticeable at the tops of 
the columns observed. Though the size of these pockets ranged from very small 
to as large as a one inch sphere, it is indicative of poorly mixed concrete. 



Bus mall foundation wall. 




Area exhibiting scaling with an exposed 
reinforcing bar. 
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Bus mall column at gridline 10. 
MARION COUNTY REMEDIATION STUDY FINAL REPORT VOLUME I JANUARY 20, 2011 67 



III. ASSESSMENTS 



Water enters the top of this column 
emerging several feel below. 




North block basement garage and parking area 
Foundation walls 

The foundation walls for the north block area are exhibiting damage due to 
building movement. This damage has led to a failure of the water proofing 
system. These cracks are numerous in number and prevalent in location. 
Moisture is migrating into the space through the foundation wall through 
these cracks and also through gaps between the elevated horizontal post 
tensioned concrete slab and vertical foundation wall. Through the process of 
slab shortening and sidewalk settlement, ground surface water is able to flow 
in through gaps. The details of the structural and water proofing concerns are 
described in other sections of this report. 

Post tensioned concrete slab 

The underside of the north block post tensioned slab exhibits the same 
significant cracking as the top side. These cracks are at regular intervals. 
Several different repairs have been attempted at each crack from the underside. 
The cracks have ruptured through each subsequent repair attempt. 

It is evident that the cracks have propagated through the slab. Surface water 
from above is free to migrate through the slab. Efflorescence is extensive with 
calcium deposits building up on several surfaces. This process has significantly 
stained a portion of the return air exhaust duct along the north wall. 

If the water migration through the slab is not prevented, corrosion to the 
reinforcing steel and post tensioned tendons could lead to significant structural 
issues. 



North block slab cracking allows water to 
enter electrical junction boxes. 
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Building Systems 

PAE performed an assessment of the mechanical systems in order to evaluate 
the condition of the HVAC, plumbing and fire protections systems as well as the 
associated equipment and components, related to the structural movement 
of the building. PAE attended a project briefing and a building walk-through to 
obtain a project overview. A review of mechanical drawings for system types 
and locations of HVAC and Plumbing equipment and associated means of 
distribution was performed. During May of 2010 site conditions were reviewed 
for all mechanical areas on the parking level, ground to fifth floors and roof. 
Additionally, several locations above the ceilings, and interior of shafts were 
observed. The following systems were reviewed: 

• Plumbing piping and equipment: Connections and attachments to the 
building. 

• Fire sprinkler piping and equipment: Connections and attachments to the 
building. 

• HVAC ductwork distribution systems. Integrity, connections to equipment 
and the supports to the building. 

• HVAC roof-mounted equipment. General integrity and connections to the 
piping systems. 

• HVAC basement fan rooms. Integrity fan and the room (air plenum), and 
equipment mounts to the building. 

• Fire and Smoke damper installation integrity and connections to ductwork 
at the rated shafts. 

• Data Center HVAC equipment. 

• Gas piping integrity at the building entry, top of riser (5th level). 

• Restroom plumbing fixture connections. 

PAE performed an assessment of the electrical, telecommunication and fire 
alarm systems. The purpose of the assessment was to evaluate the condition of 
the systems and the associated equipment and components as it related to the 
structural movement of the building. 

Procedures included the following: 

• Review of original construction documents for types and locations of 
electrical and signal equipment and associated means of distribution. 

• Performed site visit in May 2010, to include every electrical and 
communication room on the parking level, ground to fifth floors and roof. 

•Walk-through and discussion with maintenance personnel. 
Observations included the following: 

• Electrical distribution equipment and associated conduits. 

• Communication distribution equipment and associated conduits. 

• Emergency generator, automatic transfer switches and associated 
equipment. 

• Conduit risers, horizontal racks and the associated support system. 
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• Fire rating of floor penetrations. 

• Data Center equipment. 

• Spot check of fire alarm system. 

• Spot check of signal cable tray and associated support system above 
ceiling. 

• Spot check of open signal wiring. 

• Spot check of lighting. 

• Spot check of electrical connections to mechanical equipment. 

Building System Assessments 
Fire Alarm System 

The fire alarm control panel is located in the communication room on ground 
floor. The remote fire alarm annunciation panel is located in main lobby adjacent 
to entrance doors. 

The fire alarm control panel had no visible indications of shifting or damage. 
The remote fire alarm annunciation panel had no visible damage. The fire alarm 
system devices appeared to be intact and operational. There were no reports or 
comments from maintenance personnel that there were any operational issues 
or trouble alarms related to this system. 

Mechanical systems 

The Marion County Courthouse Square is a five story building with a parking 
garage below and a bus mall at ground level on north side of site. The building is 
served by four rooftop gas fired variable volume air handing units which include 
DX cooling and variable frequency drives. The building temperature zones are by 
fan powered terminal units with electric reheat. 

HVAC Systems 
Main Building 

The heating ventilating and air conditioning for the Marion County building is by 
four gas fired roof mounted air conditioning units. The units consist of a gas fired 
heating section, filters, return and supply fans with variable frequency drives, 
full economizer section with direct digital controls. Medium pressure supply 
ductwork is routed down through the building in return air duct shafts. The 
temperature control zones are by parallel VAV fan powered terminal units with 
electric reheat. The toilet rooms are exhausted by rooftop centrifugal exhaust 
fans. 

In general systems appear to be functioning satisfactorily. Specific observations 
were: 

• The HVAC distribution ductwork and terminal equipment had no visible 
shifting or damage due to the building's structural issues. The system 
integrity has not been compromised. Duct and piping anchorage and 
supports to the building was intact with no sign of distress. Rooftop 
HVAC equipment had no visible shifting or damage. Fire and smoke 
dampers at the rated shafts were intact with no sign of distress. Ductwork 
connections and wall installation appeared intact. 
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• Rooftop air handlers are showing wear and weathering: paintwork is 
missing in some areas; some exhaust dampers had missing or loose 
blades. This wear and weathering is consistent with the age of the 
equipment. 

• Access to fire and smoke dampers on the south shaft has not been 
provided. The hallway adjacent to the shaft has a hard ceiling and no 
access panels for the fire and smoke dampers above is provided. This 
condition occurs at each floor. This condition is a code violation. 

Distortion of a louver at the garage ramp was observed. Refer to the attached 
picture (Figure 1). 

Parking Garage 

This area includes the basement of the building and the area under the bus 
mall. The garage is exhausted by four large centrifugal exhaust fans located in 
separate fan rooms within the basement. Ductwork for the garage exhaust is 
distributed throughout the garage and routed to the fan room where the fans pull 
the air from the ducts. There is no direct ductwork connection to the fan inlets 
therefore the fan rooms are air plenums. The air is exhausted from the rooms to 
the outside by duct connections to shafts. 

In general systems appear to be functioning satisfactorily. Specific observations 
were: 

• In one room the housekeeping pad was cracked. 

• Cracks were observed in some of the fan room's walls, however the 
system operation did not appear to be compromised. 

• In one room the electrical power flexible conduit to the fan was pinched 
under the fan mounting support. 

• The distribution ductwork did not have flexible connections at the seismic 
separation joints between the courthouse building and the area under 
the bus mall. 

Server Room: The server room has independent cooling system. Two air cooled, 
direct expansion (DX) systems serve this room. The fan and coil systems are 
located above the ceilings in the room. The heat is rejected to roof mounted 
condenser units. 

In general systems appear to be functioning satisfactorily. Specific observations 
were: 

• Maintenance access to the server room cooling units in the ceiling of the 
server room is difficult due to the amount of mechanical and electrical 
equipment and infrastructure located there. The access is further 
complicated because attempts have been made to seal the ceiling tiles 
to the ceiling framing. The sealing system has been compromised due to 
repeated removal of ceiling tiles to access equipment in the ceiling. 

Plumbing Systems 

The building plumbing systems consist of domestic cold water entering the 
building at the garage level and being routed throughout the building. The 
plumbing fixtures are in good condition. Domestic water heating is by a 
combination of gas and electric water heaters. Natural gas piping is routed up 
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Figure 1. 



to the fifth floor and to the domestic water heaters and the gas fired rooftop air 
handlers. The storm water, sanitary sewer and vent piping were viewed where 
accessible and all appeared in good working order. 

Plumbing Observations: Plumbing distribution piping, fixtures and equipment 
had no visible shifting or damage. The systems integrity was not compromised. 
Anchorage to the building was intact with no sign of distress. 

Fire Protection Systems 

The building is fully fire sprinklered by a wet fire protection system. The Fire 
sprinkler piping had no visible shifting or damage. The systems integrity was not 
compromised. The fire sprinkler supports and anchorage to the building was 
intact with no sign of distress. 

The server room has an independent chemical based fire suppression system 
which had no sign of damage due to building structural issues. 

Electrical Systems 

The main electrical room is located in the northeast quadrant on the ground 
floor adjacent to the PGE transformer vault room. Two electrical rooms for power 
distribution are located on each of the ground through fifth floors, to include 
one room in the parking garage. An exterior mounted electrical distribution 
board is located on the roof to serve mechanical equipment and elevators. 
The emergency generators and automatic transfer switches are located in the 
southeast quadrant of the parking garage. There are two telecommunication 
rooms located on each of the ground through fifth floors and the southwest 
quadrant of the parking garage. The data center with electrical UPS 
(uninterruptable power supply) system is located on fourth floor. 

After the observation walkthrough, PAE assessed the electrical/communication 
equipment mounting, fire ratings, conduits and associated terminations, 
luminaires, fire alarm equipment, cable trays and associated support systems. 
In general, all the electrical equipment to include switchboards, panelboards, 
transformers, busducts, plug-in circuit breakers, UPS system, generators and 
automatic transfer switches are in good operating condition unless otherwise 
noted below. 

Normal Power Systems 

The building electrical service main switchboard is a 3000 amp, 480/277 
volt, 3 phase system served from a PGE utility transformer vault located on 
the ground floor. The main switchboard serves an 800 amp sub distribution 
switchboard located in the parking garage. The sub distribution switchboard 
serves panels on the parking garage level, the three retail spaces and two 
automatic transfer switches (one for stand-by power and the second for the data 
center UPS system). The main switchboard also serves two 800 amp plug-in 
bus ducts routed up from ground floor to fifth floor for respective floor lighting 
and power. One bus duct riser is located in each of two electrical rooms, one in 
the southwest and one in the southeast quadrants. The main switchboard also 
serves a 1600 amp feeder busduct. The 1600 amp busduct serves a 1600 
amp sub distribution switchboard on the roof for mechanical equipment and 
elevators. 
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The typical floor electrical rooms contains a lighting relay control panel, busduct 
plug-in circuit breakers to serve 480/277 volt branch panelboards to serve 
lighting and mechanical equipment and a 208/120 volt transformers and 
208/120 volt branch panelboards to serve receptacle power. 

The retail space transformers and branch panelboards are located within each 
respective space. 

The 3000 amp main switchboard had no visible shifting or damage. Feeder 
conduits terminating in switchboard appeared to be firmly attached without any 
separation or distortion. There are severe cracks in the CMU wall on the south 
side of room. The door frame into this space has shifted and the door is very 
difficult to open. 

In accordance with the 1996 NEC 110- 17C, the main electrical room requires 
a secondary exit. The NEC requires that an electrical room housing equipment 
1200 amps and larger and over six feet wide with overcurrent devices requires 
either two means of egress from the space or that the required working 
clearance in front the equipment is doubled (7 feet clear). This room currently 
has only one exit. 

The service feeder from PGE utility vault could not be verified. Access into the 
PGE utility vault is limited, requiring permission from the serving utility company. 

The 800 amp sub distribution switchboard had no visible shifting or damage. 
Feeder conduits terminating in switchboard appeared to be firmly attached 
without any separation or distortion. 

The 1600 amp sub distribution switchboard located on the roof had no visible 
shifting or damage. 

In the typical electrical rooms (ground through fifth floors) panelboards and 
transformers had no visible shifting or damage. Conduits terminating in the 
panelboards and transformers appeared to be firmly attached without any 
separation or distortion. Plug-in busducts and plug-in circuit breakers had no 
visible shifting or damage. Conduits terminating from plug-in circuit breakers 
appeared to be firmly attached without any separation or distortion. 

Conduit Systems 

Conduit risers, conduit racks and associated support and seismic systems 
routed throughout the building had no visible damage or separation from 
structure. 

Fire Rating Material 

Intumescent material utilized around conduits and busducts passing through fire 
rated floors appeared to be present and intact. 

UPS System 

A 30KVA, 480-208/120 volt UPS system with distribution panel for data 
equipment is located inside the data center. 

The UPS and associated panelboard in the data center had no visible shifting 
or damage. Feeder conduits terminating in the UPS and panelboard appeared 
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to be firmly attached without any separation or distortion. The equipment racks 
had no visible damage or separation from support system or structure. There 
were no reports or comments from maintenance personnel that there were any 
operational issues related to this system. 

Emergency Power System 

The two diesel generators are located on the ground level in the southeast 
quadrant. The life safety generator is 30KW/37.5KVA, 480/277 volt with 
automatic transfer switch. The second generator is 75KVA/93KVA, 480/277 
volt with two automatic transfer switches, one for stand-by and the other for data 
center UPS system. 

The diesel generators, automatic transfer switches and associated panelboards 
had no visible shifting or damage. Feeder conduits terminating in generators, 
automatic transfer switches and panelboards appeared to be firmly attached 
without any separation or distortion. 

Communication System 

Service conduits (3 four inch and 2 two inch) for telephone/CATV are routed 
underground from curbside vaults on High Street to a room in southwest 
quadrant on parking garage level. Two four inch conduits are routed 
underground from the data center to the Courthouse for fiber optics interface. 
The communications rooms contain fire rated plywood backboards and are 
connected vertically with conduit sleeves. A cable tray system is utilized for 
horizontal distribution from the communication rooms throughout each floor. 
The data center contains racks and a cable tray system. 

Communication equipment and backboards had no visible shifting or damage. 
PAE observation could not confirm if the service conduits routed underground 
from the curbside vaults for telephone and CATV had been damaged. Associated 
cabling did not appear to be broken or strained. The horizontal cable tray system 
and associated seismic support systems at each floor was checked at random 
locations throughout the building. They had no visible damage or separation 
from support system or structure. There were no reports or comments from 
maintenance personnel that there were any operational issues related to this 
system. 

Lighting Systems 

The typical luminaire lamp source is as follows: 

• Site/Building Exterior - HID 

• Bus Mall - HID and Fluorescent 

• Parking Garage - HID (parking) and fluorescent (support spaces) 
•Ground Floor - Fluorescent, HID, incandescent and low voltage 
•Typical Floor - Fluorescent 

• Penthouse - Fluorescent 
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Luminaires throughout site/building exterior, bus mall and building interior 
appeared intact and operational. Recessed 2X4 fluorescent luminaires 
throughout the building have been damaged due to the shifting and distortion of 
the ceiling tee bar system. Replacement of luminaires could utilize more energy 
efficient lamps and ballasts. A random check of luminaire seismic restraints 
throughout building did not indicate any separation from luminaire or structure. 

Elevator Systems 

There are three geared traction electric type elevators in Courthouse Square. 
Two elevators share a hoistway (elevators one and two) while a single elevator 
occupies a single hoistway. Each elevator provides six stops of building access 
from the basement parking garage to the fifth floor. Cabs one and two are rated 
for 3,500 pounds of service while cab three is rated for 3,000 pounds. Each 
cab has access control card readers limiting public access to certain floors. The 
elevators are arranged around a central lobby on each floor. 

The elevator hoistway was observed through the assistance of MC. MC 
requested a maintenance technician through their on-call services accompany 
the consultant team and provide access to the each elevator hoistway and 
elevator machine room. The west hoistway (elevator number one and two) 
is constructed of concrete on three sides. The west wall is a rated metal and 
gypsum board shaft wall system typical of elevator hoistways. The east hoistway 
(elevator number three) is entirely constructed of rated metal and gypsum board 
shaft wall system. 

In general, the function of the elevators, guide rails, counter weights, hoist 
and governor ropes, electrical wiring, machines, controls, cab doors, hoistway 
doors and entrances, call buttons, lanterns and position indicators all appear 
to operating appropriately. Building movement in Courthouse Square does not 
appear to have affected the operation of the elevators. 

The concrete portion of the west hoistway shows horizontal cracking throughout 
the hoistway. Though this cracking is extensive, there are no signs this has 
influenced or otherwise affected the function of the elevators. 

The elevator machine room was clean and appeared to be in good working 
order. Equipment installed does not appear to have been affected by building 
movement. The walls are intact and free from damage. The floor is concrete 
covered with paint suitable for concrete. There are a few cracks in the floor, 
however, they do not appear to have affected the function of the elevator 
equipment. 

Electrical Utility System 

PAE did not have access to utility transformer vault. Only PGE personnel are 
allowed in the space. 

Mechanical System Connections 

Disconnects, starters, etc. and the associated connections to mechanical 
equipment located in fan rooms, above ceilings and rooftop equipment had no 
visible shifting or damage. Conduits terminating in the electrical and mechanical 
equipment appeared to be firmly attached without any separation or distortion. 




Cracks in elevator hoistway. 




Cracks in elevator machine room floor. 
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Structural Remediation 
Building Structure 

Considering the condition of the in-place concrete, remediation of the post- 
tensioned slab will be accomplished through an external independent support 
system, such as adding either structural steel or pre-cast concrete beams 
and purlins that will provide support to the existing concrete slab. The spacing 
of these independent support elements will be based on the strength of the 
existing post-tensioned concrete slab acting as a mild reinforced elevated 
concrete slab. The independent support elements will address the poor 
performance concerns with the post-tensioned concrete slab as well as the 
punching shear concerns at the column locations. 

As part of this process, several other potential remediation options were 
reviewed and determined either to be not feasible or an economical value. 
Several of these options involved strengthening the existing PT slab so as to 
carry the loads as originally intended. This included both external post tensioning 
and fiber reinforced polymer (FRP). However, considering the weak in-place 
concrete strength and the poor dead load balancing that was part of the original 
design process, the PT slab was not considered capable of supporting itself. In 
addition, the high punching shear concern at the site would dictate that either 
drop panels be added at the column locations or slab bands be added along 
the column lines. The difficulty concerning either of these options is relieving the 
stress from the existing slab in order to make the option effective. 

Another remediation option considered as part of this process involved adding 
a new structural slab above the existing PT slab. However, this slab must be 
either post-tensioned and thicker (12-16 inches), or substantially thicker than 
the existing PT slab (16-20 inches) with drop beams that protrudes below the 
existing slab or relies upon the existing PT slab to perform in a similar fashion 
as it was intended. Consequently, as discussed above, considering the weak 
in-place concrete strength and the poor dead load balancing, the existing PT slab 
is not considered capable of supporting itself and the other two options were 
considerably more expensive than the external independent support system as 
outlined above. 

Major deficiencies that are required to be overcome include: 

• Punching shear 

• Column strength/slenderness 

• Mild reinforcing steel in the PT slabs (both top and bottom of the slab 
depth) 

• Lateral Force Resisting System (shear walls) 

• Mat foundation design 

• Isolated footing design 
Floor Support 

Since Courthouse Square is an existing building with established floor-to-floor 
heights, there is limited space in which to insert an additional structural support 
system. Large, heavy uneconomic steel girders will provide the structural 
capacity along the column lines while allowing some clearance below the beam 




New girder and purlins supporting 
the floors. 




View of new structure system. 
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Secondary option showing 
additional purlins. 




View of secondary option. 



for building services. Steel purlins dividing each bay by halves will provide the 
support to the concrete slab by shortening the slab span. 

The steel purlins will be placed tight against the bottom of the slab, which will 
provide the necessary lateral bracing for the beams. Shims will be installed 
on the top flange to provide positive bearing area between the slab and new 
structural element to fully support the existing slab. If the tendon test reveals 
that the tendons are overstressed, heavier beams, additional purlins and sub- 
purlins will be required. The sub-purlins will further divide these spans by thirds 
and act to brace the purlins. 

For all interstitial spaces, building systems such as fire sprinklers, HVAC systems, 
electrical distribution systems, etc., close coordination will require attention to 
detail. Coordination may require modifications of the steel elements. Holes may 
be cut into selected beams using highly regulated criteria to place penetrations 
or castellated steel beams (a beam made with holes in the web of the beam) 
may be used to allow for building services to run through the beams. This new 
structural steel will need to be fire proofed, in which spray on fire proofing may 
provide the best solution. 

In order to minimize the number of purlins, the existing slab will need to be 
strengthened to account for negative bending at the top of the slab. Currently, 
the PT slab does not have any mild reinforcing steel near the top of the slab, 
which is where tension will occur during negative bending in a concrete slab. 
To address this concern, either mild reinforcing steel with a topping slab or FRP 
may be used on the top of the slab. The FRP has an advantage over the mild 
reinforcing steel; FRP is lighter and can be placed below an ultra light-weight 
topping slab, which would act as fire proofing for the FRP. 

Columns 

In order to support this independent support system, the existing concrete 
columns will need to be strengthened by either jacketing the columns with 
structural steel plate or enlarging the area of the concrete columns with 
additional concrete. Here again, the concrete repair is more advantageous given 
the fire proofing concern with steel plate. Also, the ability to place a reinforcing 
dowel down through the existing slab to tie the column through the slab to the 
column below, in lieu of tearing up the slab to pass a steel jacket through the 
slab, is more cost efficient. In order to provide proper concrete detailing, the 
columns will be required to be enlarged in both axes, even on the main floor 
where the existing column is already 24 inches or longer. 

Lateral Force Resisting System 

The lateral force resisting system will need to be strengthened by adding 
additional shear elements as a result of the additional mass of the independent 
support elements and strengthened concrete columns. In order to strengthen 
the LFRS, additional thickness can be added to the inside of the existing 
concrete stair tower core walls with the proper mild reinforcing steel added to 
account for the shear wall reinforcement (in-plane shear capacity), transfer 
elements (the beams above the openings) and boundary elements (the 
compressive force at the end of the wall as a result of overturning). 
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Another option that may be considered regarding strengthening the LFRS is that 
the exterior skin may be used as part of the LFRS or a braced frame may be 
added along the perimeter to reduce the load to the concrete stair tower shear 
walls. Either of these options will reduce the load to the shear walls and may in 
turn enable the core walls to remain unchanged. In addition, if an exterior LFRS 
is used, the existing mat foundations may be adequate to support the existing 
concrete stair tower shear walls without any modifications. 

Foundations 

The additional mass of the independent support elements, strengthened 
concrete columns, and strengthened LFRS will impact the foundation elements 
and will require that the foundation is strengthened as well. Typically, the 
strengthening of the foundation would be accomplished by either grout jacking 
the existing concrete footings, increasing the size of the existing concrete 
footings, or by driving pin piles through the existing concrete footings to provide 
additional support. Considering these options, it was determined that increasing 
the size of the existing concrete footings by doweling into the existing footings 
would be the most cost efficient. 

Miscellaneous 

Lastly, with regard to the remediation of the building, the damaged light 
gauge structural steel studs will need to be addressed. Currently, due to the 
redundancy of the exterior framing, the existing light gauge structural steel studs 
are performing as required. However, due to the in-plane twisting along with the 
buckling of the steel studs at the slab edge, most of the studs will most likely 
need to be removed and replaced with new light gauge structural steel studs to 
resist the effects of wind and seismic loading. 

Bus Mall 

Similar to the building, remediation of the post-tensioned slab will be 
accomplished through an external independent support system, such as adding 
both structural steel beams and purlins that will provide support to the existing 
concrete slab. The spacing of these independent support elements will be based 
on the strength of the existing post-tensioned concrete bus mall slab acting as a 
mild reinforced elevated concrete slab. The independent support elements will 
address the poor performance concerns with the post-tensioned concrete slab, 
as well as the punching shear concerns at the column locations. 

Major deficiencies that are required to be overcome include: 

• Punching shear 

• Column strength/slenderness 

• Mild reinforcing steel in the PT slabs 

• Isolated footing design 
Floor Support 

Since the bus mall is an existing structure with established floor-to-floor heights, 
there is limited space in which to insert an additional structural support system. 
Large, heavy uneconomic steel girders will provide the structural capacity along 
the column lines while allowing some clearance below the beam for parking 
vehicles as originally intended. Steel purlins dividing each bay by thirds will 
provide the support to the concrete slab by shortening the slab span. 
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The steel purlins will be placed tight against the bottom of the slab, which will 
provide the necessary lateral bracing for the beams. Shims will be installed 
on the top flange to provide positive bearing area between the slab and new 
structural element to fully support the existing slab. If the tendon test reveals 
that the tendons are overstressed, heavier beams, additional purlins and sub- 
purlins will be required. The sub-purlins will further divide these spans by thirds 
and act to brace the purlins. This new structural steel will need to be fire proofed, 
in which spray on fire proofing may provide the best solution. 

In order to minimize the number of purlins, the existing slab will need to be 
strengthened to account for negative bending at the top of the slab. Currently, 
the PT slab does not have any mild reinforcing steel near the top of the slab, 
which is where tension will occur in a concrete slab. To address this concern, 
either mild reinforcing steel with a topping slab or FRP may be used on the top of 
the slab. Due to the amount of negative reinforcing steel required, FRP may not 
be feasible, which would leave the mild reinforcing steel with a topping slab as 
the only remediation option for the top of the slab. 

Columns 

In order to support this independent support system, the existing concrete 
columns will need to be strengthened by either jacketing the columns with 
structural steel plate or enlarging the area of the concrete columns with 
additional concrete. Here again, the concrete repair is more advantageous given 
the fire proofing concern with steel plate. In order to provide proper concrete 
detailing, the columns will be required to be enlarged in both axes. 

Foundations 

The additional mass of the independent support elements and strengthened 
concrete columns will impact the foundation elements and will require that the 
foundation is strengthened as well. Typically, the strengthening of the foundation 
would be accomplished by either grout jacking the existing concrete footings, 
increasing the size of the existing concrete footings, or by driving pin piles 
through the existing concrete footings to provide additional support. Considering 
these options, it was determined that increasing the size of the existing concrete 
footings by doweling into the existing footings would be the most cost efficient. 

North Block 

Considering the unknowns with regard to the north block, which includes any 
future use or how the structure is performing, it is difficult to determine a cost 
efficient remediation, if there is one. Consequently, at the present time, it was 
determined that the total replacement cost for the north block was very near any 
potential remediation efforts. 

Conclusions 

The concerns observed at the site with regard to the Courthouse Square 
building, the bus mall, and the north block stem from a combination of poor 
design, poor detailing, poor materials, poor construction, poor quality assurance 
and poor quality control. The poor design appears to be the catalyst for most of 
the concerns as discussed in this report, but the other causes have contributed 
to the condition the building is in today. 
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If one was to neglect the poor design and evaluate the structure considering 
the other effects, it is thought that the building would still have poor floor 
performance with regard to deflection and would have experienced damage 
to the exterior veneer. The building would be safe to occupy, but regarding 
performance, the building would be considered marginal. However, if one was 
to neglect the other effects and evaluate the structure considering only the poor 
design, the building would still be considered dangerous. 

Although this evaluation was extensive, there is further work that could be done, 
as well as more work that has already been recommended to be completed. 
Recommended tests or activities include: 

• In-place actual PT stress tests in the building 

• In-place actual PT stress tests in the bus mall 

• Corrosion verification in the bus mall slab 

• Non-destructive and destructive testing for the north block slab 

• Corrosion verification in the north block slab. 

The PT stress tests may provide information that will enable the PT to be utilized 
as part of the remediation, which would save on remediation costs. 

Further research can be completed to determine how the concrete was placed 
with a higher than specified water-to-cement ratio and how or why the concrete 
strength has deteriorated with age. In addition, further research can be 
completed to determine the interaction of the design team with the contractor 
and verify scheduling and RFI responses. Lastly, further research can be 
completed to determine how the poor design was not observed by any of the 
design team, the local jurisdiction or client. However, this further research is 
not likely to provide cost savings to remediation of the site, but rather to help 
educate MC and SKTD regarding major future development. 
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Conceptual building section diagram showing building services impacted by 

structural remediation. 
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Building Envelope 
Framed Windows 

Option A: Maintenance Oriented Repair - Remove all perimeter sealants, grind 
clean from masonry, and remove all debris from aluminum frames. Provide 
new silicone sealant. At window heads, provide new end closures to head-can 
to allow appropriate sealant joint geometry. At the fifth floor, provide new sill 
flashings, with upturned end dams let into cut joints in masonry bed joints. In all 
cases, check and replace existing glazing gaskets that are short or damaged. 

Performance Expectation: This option provides performance similar to the 
existing structure. We would expect ongoing minor leakage and significant 
lifetime maintenance to mitigate leakage. Although this option may slow or 
temporarily suspend existing leakage at window perimeters, the owner should 
expect some recurring leakage over time. This option may be implemented as 
a temporary solution until better long term solutions are implemented. Further, 
this option does not address any leakage that occurs through the window frames 
themselves. 

Option B: Remove existing windows and provide new sill, jamb, and head 
flashings integrated with existing water resistive barrier. New flashings should 
include modifications to the existing head and sill receivers to include flashings 
and to provide appropriate closure for sealants. Depending on the access to the 
existing materials, brick may need to be removed at the window jambs and sills. 
At the fifth floor, provide new sill flashing as described in Option A above. In all 
cases, check and replace existing glazing gaskets that are short or damaged. 

Performance Expectations: This option can provide long term correction to 
the existing leakage paths. However, when existing windows are removed and 
reinstalled, handling can damage existing seals. Leakage internal to the frames 
could increase as a result of this repair strategy. Budgets should include repairs 
of existing window seals prior to reinstallation. Although this repair option 
corrects the leakage at window interfaces, it does not address deficiencies of the 
existing frames themselves. 

Option C: Perform repairs described in Option B, but provide new windows as 
well. 

Performance Expectations: This option resolves all existing leakage concerns at 
and around the framed window openings. We expect this repair to provide long 
term and reliable resolution to the existing deficiencies. Although this solution 
would have the greatest up-front costs, it's long term maintenance cost would be 
the lowest of the three options. 

Curtain wall 

Option A: Remediation - Deglaze and store all curtainwall glazing. Remove all 
existing gaskets, seals, and metal panels. Remove brick veneer at jambs to 
approximately 12 inches from glazing frames to provide new waterproofing tie-in 
flashing details. Redesign and remediate the existing curtainwall framing and 
weep system, including new metal back-pans, glazing pocket closure plugs, and 
other miscellaneous accessories. Provide new metal panels, integrated and 
glazed properly into the existing framing system. Reglaze with existing IGUs as 
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feasible, and replace damaged or failed IGUs are required. 

Performance Expectations: This option should resolve all of the existing leakage 
concerns and would provide a long-term reliable solution. This option will, 
however, require a significant level of redesign and in-field repair work to the 
existing framing and glazing assembly. As such, this option should be compared 
in cost to Option B below for practicality. 

Option B: Replacement - Remove and replace all curtainwall glazing, aluminum 
framing, metal panels, and accessories with new materials. New system should 
have a basis of design of Kawneer 1600 Stick-Built System 1. Remove brick 
veneer at jambs to approximately 12 inches from glazing frames to provide new 
waterproofing tie-in flashing details. 

Performance Expectations: This option should resolve all of the existing leakage 
concerns and would provide a long-term reliable solution. 

Brick Veneer 

Potion A: Remediation - In areas deemed unsafe or unstable, provide remedial 
brick anchors while maintaining brick veneer in situ. These anchors are typically 
installed by drilling through mortar bed- and head-joints, and screwing into steel 
stud backup walls. The extent of this work will need further evaluation from the 
design team. 

Performance Expectations: Assuming that building movement has ceased, 
we this option can provide reasonable and safe resolution to the existing brick 
movement. There will remain aesthetic differences where brick has moved 
relative to adjacent material, and some additional aesthetic blemishes will result 
as a function of the remedial anchor program. This solution should be reviewed 
by the structural team members. 

Option B: Replacement - In areas deemed unsafe or unstable, remove existing 
brick and provide new brick with new anchorage. Some water resistive barrier 
repairs will be required in remediation zones. The extent of this work will need 
further evaluation from the design team. 

Performance Expectations: We anticipate this option would resolve all of the 
existing leakage concerns and would provide a long-term reliable solution. 

Below Grade Walls 

Option A: Interior Repairs: Perform grout crack injection as required to fill 
cracks and gaps that currently allow water leakage. Large cracks will require 
structural remediation (see other sections of this repair). In areas with large 
crack and structural repair, provide exterior waterproofing at excavated areas. 
Waterproofing should be a fluid applied material compatible with horizontal 
membrane on the structural decks, as well as with existing damp-proofing on the 
foundation walls. 

Performance Expectations: Crack injection can be reasonably effective at 
slowing leakage through below grade foundation walls, and is a common 
practice. We would expect minor leakage to reemerge over time, and often at 
new locations. Continued maintenance and additional injections should be 
anticipated through the life of the building. This is likely the most cost effective 
solution with reasonable performance results. 
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Option B: Exterior Waterproofing - Excavate the perimeter of the building and 
provide new waterproofing on the exterior face of foundation walls. Provide new 
base of wall flashings (above sidewalk level) to extend down and over the top 
edge termination of the new waterproofing. 

Performance Expectations: This option should resolve all of the existing leakage 
concerns and would provide a long-term reliable solution. However, this option 
is likely to be very costly, and will require removal of all adjacent sidewalks, 
walkways, etc. The cost-benefit to this option is likely not warranted based on 
the existing leakage. 

Bus Mall, North Block, and Isolation Joints 

Remove all overburden, including existing waterproof membrane. Clean existing 
concrete slabs (or coordinate with structural remediation if new slabs will be 
provided). Provide new hot-fluid applied rubberized asphalt waterproofing 
membrane. Provide new Isolation joints that extend to the outboard face of 
foundation walls. Excavate as required at Isolation joint termination points to 
appropriately terminate and tie with foundation wall waterproofing. Isolation 
joints should have water-tight connection to new membrane system and should 
include new cover plates at paver surface. 
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Interior Wall Assemblies and Finishes 

The structural remediation option is compelling the vast majority of the 
alterations of the building. Working space in what will be a modification to an 
existing building will be limited. The lack of required capacity in the existing 
structural system and the extent of other building damage is requiring nearly a 
significant renovation of Courthouse Square. Several systems are consequential 
damage as a result of the structural solution. 

Building 

Exterior 

Building movement has stressed the building envelope support system. This 
stress is noticeable through observing twisting and buckling of the steel studs. 
According to the structural remediation solution, this stress is required to be 
relieved. If this stress is not relieved, structural failure of that support may 
occur. With the expansion joints compressed and the measured twisting of the 
metal studs, the redundancy of the system has most likely prevented a localized 
failure. Twisting of the studs is greatest at the extreme ends of each floor and 
gradually decreases toward the center of the building. Replacement may only 
be required of about fifty percent of the existing building envelope, though a 
thorough investigation of the extent of this damage should be conducted. 

Where the removal of the building envelope is determined, the waterproofing, 
material quality and deferred maintenance issues described in the building 
envelope section can be corrected with the installation of the new envelope. This 
new envelope will be required to meet current codes at the time of permit. The 
Oregon energy code has had significant revisions with stricter requirements than 
what was in place at the time of original construction. 

Depending on the design of the new building envelope, existing brick may be 
salvaged and reinstalled. 

Floors 

The structural remediation solution will accommodate the leveling of deflected 
floors. This will be accomplished by installing a leveling compound to flatten the 
floor surface. Though a wholesale leveling effort is not a requirement, the most 
egregious deflection areas should be corrected. In a few locations, deflections 
are outside the accepted range regarding accessibility. 

Existing carpet in many locations is at the end of its service life. The structural 
remediation solution will inevitably damage other locations such as those around 
columns, each floor edge and other locations from maneuvering and placing of 
structural components. The replacement of carpet should be expected. 

Walls 

As a consequence of the structural remediation solution, nearly all walls will 
need to be removed in order to install structural steel. Though threading beams 
above walls is technically feasible, it's not reasonable. The heavy beam sections 
required of the structural solution will require maneuvering and localized hoisting 
with multiple machines for placement. Working room for such equipment will be 
required. 
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New walls should be constructed of light gauge metal studs and painted gypsum 
board. New base material should also be installed. 

Ceilings 

To gain access for the structural remediation solution and as a consequence of 
the wall demolition, all ceilings, grid systems, acoustic tiles, HVAC register, light 
fixtures and other ceiling mounted items will need to be removed. HVAC registers 
may be salvaged and reinstalled. Acoustic ceiling tile may also be salvaged 
and reinstalled, though damage from such efforts plus the storage on site may 
render this action infeasible and not cost productive. Other elements such as 
light fixtures have some useful life, however new fixtures with advancements in 
technology, energy efficiency and controls should be heavily considered. 

A significant amount of the new ceiling system will consist of radiant panels as 
outlined in the building systems section of this report. New light fixtures and 
either salvaged or new HVAC registers will also be installed. 

Doors frames and hardware 

Existing doors, frames and hardware may be salvaged and reinstalled. A 
thorough documentation of existing components, hardware, and door and frame 
handing will determine the extent of this salvage effort regarding the new design. 
Modified or altered items such as trimmed doors should not be reused. 

Fire/ Life Safety and egress components 

Sections of fire sprinkler piping as well as sprinkler heads may be salvaged and 
reinstalled. Fire rated walls will need to be replaced. Other fire rated and egress 
components such as doors, hardware and exit devices should be replaced with 
new rather than reuse existing. 

The existing egress stair system will be removed to accommodate the 
augmentation of the LRFS. One advantage of the 1998 O.S.S.C. was the 
generous exit requirements in stair systems. Areas of refuge assistance are no 
longer required when building are fully sprinklered according to current code. 
This space allows augmentation of the existing shear wall on the interior of 
the stair shafts rather than diminishing usable office space outside of the stair 
shafts. 

A new egress stair system will be required to be installed. The new system could 
be similar to existing. 

Operational evaluation and space planning 

MC and SKTD have an opportunity to re-evaluate their operational model. This 
re-evaluation will influence the new space plan according to new strategies 
and requirements regarding the conduct of business. Departments may have 
different space needs than the previous building layout could accommodate. 
Departmental adjacencies may also be re-evaluated for operational efficiency. 

This re-evaluation could also analyze technology requirements. This analysis will 
inform electrical requirements and influence the need for energy and therefore 
energy consumption. 
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Bus mall 

The entire bus mall driving surface will need to be removed to accomplish the 
structural remediation solution. All material will need to be removed down to 
bare concrete. This includes all pavers, sand, light weight concrete, protection 
board and water proofing. All cracks will need to be addressed. The weight 
of new finishes will need to resemble previous finishes. If heavier finishes are 
selected, a different structural solution will need to be analyzed. Driveway 
entrance and exits will require adjusting due to added thickness of the bus mall 
slab assembly. 

There is an opportunity to salvage and reuse some of the existing material 
and components. The existing metal and glass canopy and brick pavers are 
some examples. A one-hundred percent salvage effort should not be expected, 
nor is it realistic. Experience from the removal of the pavers during the bus 
mall investigation demonstrated that the system is locked together tightly 
and that many of the pavers had to be demolished in order to be removed. If 
the operational model of SKTD changes and the necessary area required for 
providing services to transit patrons is reduced, there is a potential for salvaging 
an appropriate amount of pavers. 

At the interior, all building utilities, services, light fixtures, etc. will need to be 
removed in order to accommodate the structural intervention. The reinstallation 
of these items will require modifications to some of the structural elements by 
cutting holes in designated locations in order to run services. All items will need 
multiple points of coordination to ensure they function as intended and meet 
code. 

Enlarged concrete columns will impact the size of parking spaces. Spaces will 
most likely vary in width from space to space. Negotiating the future space and 
maneuvering vehicles will be more difficult. The larger columns will encroach 
upon the drive lanes. Column additions from the structural remediation should 
have embedded steel angle corner guards installed. This will protect the 
columns from vehicle damage. 

The greatest change will occur to the operation of MC and SKTD and the 
assignment of the spaces. Since there are three separate structural solutions 
varying between the garage spaces under the building, bus mall and north 
block, parking assignments will require close scrutiny regarding vehicle size. The 
largest vehicles will be able to park under the building area only. There will be 
greater height restrictions under the bus mall. Currently, the north block has a 
height restriction in place. If remediation of the north block is selected, minimal 
change to operations will be required. 

The large beams many render some parking areas inaccessible due to head 
height restrictions. The total number of parking spaces may be reduced due to 
the structural remediation of the bus mall slab. 

North block 

Documented conditions of the north block are extensive. Unlike the building or 
the bus mall, the north block doesn't have a designated purpose or function. It 
had been designated as a future development site. Without knowing how this 
development might take shape, the value of the asset lies in the ability for MC 
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and SKTD to continue to use this space for parking. However, if activities are to 
return to the ground level, then some type of structural remediation will need to 
be completed. Unfortunately, the cost of that remediation effort far exceeds the 
cost of rebuilding a near identical structure. 

At the foundation wall, cracks can be injected in accordance to the building 
envelope remediation strategy. 
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Building Systems 
Fire Alarm System 

Fire alarm control panel is located in communication room on ground floor in 
southwest quadrant shall remain in place. Remote fire alarm annunciation 
panel is located in main lobby adjacent to entrance doors shall remain in place. 
The fire alarm system devices shall be removed and salvaged for reuse. Remove 
fire alarm wiring and reinstall new. New installation shall comply with NFPA 72 
and ADA (American Disabilities Act). 

Mechanical 

The proposed structural solution (Steel Girder lattice below all the existing 
floors) will require that the ceiling space be cleared and the following selective 
demolition occur in order to facilitate implementation: 

• Ceiling space on each floor, all distribution ductwork, terminal units, 
all ceiling diffusers, and control devices and wiring will need to be 
demolished. 

• Ceiling space on each floor, all plumbing piping from the shafts to the 
fixtures will need to be demolished. 

• Gas piping from the meter (at grade level) to the HVAC units on the roof 
will need to be demolished. 

• Ceiling space on each floor, Fire Protection sprinkler piping, sprinkler 
heads on each floor will need to be demolished. 

• Server Room: HVAC units in the ceiling space will need to be demolished. 

• Ductwork and piping in the shafts can be retained for reuse. 

• Garage exhaust ductwork may need to be demolished to accommodate 
the proposed structural solution. 

• Garage exhaust fans may need to be removed to accommodate the 
structural solution. 

The proposed structural solution effectively reduces the available space for 
mechanical infrastructure above the ceiling. The following HVAC systems are 
considered possible replacements: 

• Restore existing system (Rooftop VAV air handlers, Ductwork and electric 
reheat terminal units on each floor). An HVAC system similar to the 
existing will not be able to be accommodated in the limited space on 
each floor. Available space to run ductwork is too small. 

• Hydronic Heat Pump system. This requires heat pumps to be located 
above the ceilings with distribution ductwork to ceiling diffusers. The 
lattice of steel supports would require that the heat pumps and the 
ductwork system be installed in "cells" in the ceiling. The disadvantages 
of this system is that the "cells" above the ceiling may not correspond 
well to the spaces below. Heat pumps above the ceiling have noise 
associated with the refrigeration compressor cycling. Periodic 
maintenance is also required for each unit above the ceiling (possibly 100 
plus units in this building). That will require maintenance be performed 
(in the ceilings) in the occupied spaces. This system will require a 
dedicated ventilation system with the associated ductwork to be installed 
for the shaft to each unit. 
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• Radiant chilled beam, hot water baseboard heating. A dedicated outside 
air ventilation system is required to be installed and will require ductwork 
from the shaft to each chilled beam unit. Baseboard heating may restrict 
furniture placement within the room. 

• Radiant cooling and heating ceiling system. A dedicated outside air 
ventilation system is required to be installed and will require ductwork 
from the shaft to each radiant panel unit. 

For the modified building a radiant ceiling or chilled beam system for heating 
and cooling with a dedicated outside air system for ventilation is suggested. The 
implementation of this type of system will require the following: 

• Demolition of the four existing roof top air conditioning units. These units 
will not be usable for the new dedicated outside air system. The service 
life of these units is approximately 20 years so there may be some 
salvage value associated with them. 

• A Chilled water plant will need to be installed. This would include 
electrically powered water cooled chillers, pumps and heat exchangers 
in a basement mechanical room (Garage), and a cooling tower system 
located on the roof. 

• A heating water plant will need to be installed. This would consist of 
two gas fired heating water boilers, pumps, and tanks in a basement 
mechanical room (Garage). A flue system will need to be installed to vent 
flue gasses to the roof. 

• A ventilation system would consist of two to four 100% outside air, 100% 
exhaust heat recovery air handlers, located on the roof, in place of the 
existing HVAC units. The existing ductwork in the shafts would be reused 
to route the conditioned ventilation air to each floor. A new distribution 
ductwork system on each floor will be installed. The distribution ductwork 
for this (ventilation only) system is a much smaller size than the existing 
ductwork system and can be accommodated in the available ceiling 
space or through coordinate beam penetrations. 

• The heating and cooling for the occupied spaces on each floor will be 
provided by radiant metal panel ceilings. The ceiling panels will be piped 
in a manner to provide individual temperature control zones. Heating 
water and chilled water will be provided to each zone though a piping 
distribution system from the basement mechanical rooms to each floor. 

• New data center air conditioning units will be installed. 

• Garage exhaust fans will be reinstalled. 

• An exhaust ductwork system (undetermined at this time) will need to be 
installed in the garage. 
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New plumbing piping (hot, cold water, vents and drains will be installed from the 
shafts to the fixtures. 

New fire protection distribution piping and sprinkler heads will be installed in the 
ceiling systems. 

Electrical Systems 
Normal Power Systems 

The building 3000 amp electrical service main switchboard located on the 
ground floor shall remain in place. The room shall be provided with a secondary 
exit to be in compliance with the 2008 NEC 110-26C. 

The 800 amp sub distribution switchboard located in the parking garage shall be 
removed and reinstalled in same location. Feeders from 800 amp switchboard 
serving the three retail spaces shall be removed and reinstalled. The associated 
transformers and panelboards serving the retail spaces shall be removed and 
reinstalled in same locations. 

The two 800 amp plug-in bus ducts, located in each of two electrical rooms, one 
in the southwest and one in the southeast quadrants routed up from ground 
floor to fifth floor shall remain in place. The feeder serving the southwest 
busduct riser shall be removed and reinstalled. Feeder for southeast riser shall 
remain in place. The associated plug-in circuit breakers for both busduct risers 
shall remain in place. 

The 1600 amp feeder busduct riser in the electrical room in the southwest 
quadrant routed up from parking garage to the roof shall remain in place. The 
feeder serving the busduct riser shall be removed and reinstalled. 

The switchboard on the roof shall remain in place. Feeders serving elevators 
shall remain and feeders for rooftop mechanical equipment shall be removed 
and new feeders installed to new mechanical equipment locations. 

Provide new switchboard in parking garage for new mechanical chiller(s), boiler 
and associated pumps. Provide new feeder from existing 3000 amp main 
switchboard to new switchboard. 

The 480/277 volt branch panelboards, 208/120 volt transformers and 
208/120 volt branch panelboards in typical floor electrical rooms shall remain 
in place. All branch circuitry from panelboards serving lighting, power and 
mechanical equipment outside core area shall be removed and new reinstalled. 
Provide new conduit, wire, junction and pull boxes, etc. 

Equipment located inside PGE utility vault could not be verified. Access into the 
PGE utility vault is limited, requiring permission from the serving utility company. 

Conduit Systems 

Conduit risers routed vertically in electrical and communications rooms shall 
remain in place. Electrical and communication conduit racks and associated 
support and seismic systems routed horizontally throughout the building shall 
be removed and reinstalled. Conduit racks in parking garage north of gridline 



I £^ MILLER 

I CONSULTING MARION COUNTY REMEDIATION STUDY FINAL REPORTVOLUME I JANUARY 20, 2011 93 

^Br ENGINEERS, INC. 



IV. STRUCTURAL REMEDIATION 



10 shall be removed and reinstalled. All remaining conduit racks in parking 
garage shall remain in place unless routed adjacent to a column schedule for 
remediation. Salvage existing large conduits for reuse. All new conduit racks 
and the associated seismic support system installed shall be designed by a 
structural engineer and submitted to Architect for review. 

Fire Rating Material 

Intumescent material shall be provided around all conduits and busducts 
passing through fire rated floors and walls. 

UPS System 

A 30KVA, 480-208/120 volt UPS system with distribution panel for data 
equipment located inside the fourth floor data center shall be removed and 
reinstalled. The feeder and associated branch circuitry from panelboard to 
equipment shall be removed and new installed. 

Emergency Power System 

The two diesel generators and the three associated automatic transfer switches 
shall be removed and reinstalled. Associated feeders shall be removed and 
reinstalled. 

Communication System 

Service conduits (3-four inch and 2-two inch) for telephone/CATV routed 
underground to room in southwest quadrant on parking garage level shall 
remain in place. Two 4 inch conduits routed underground from the data center 
to the Courthouse for fiber optics interface shall remain in place. The fire rated 
plywood backboards and vertical conduit sleeves in communication rooms 
shall remain in place. The cable tray system for horizontal distribution from the 
communication rooms throughout each floor shall be removed. Salvage the 
existing cable tray system for reuse in the new configuration. 

Equipment racks, associated equipment and cable tray system in the data 
center shall be removed and reinstalled. All cable tray and racks and the 
associated seismic support system installed shall be designed by a structural 
engineer and submitted to Architect for review. 

Lighting Systems 

The existing luminaire lamp source is as follows: 

• Site/Building Exterior - HID 

• Bus Mall - HID and Fluorescent 

• Parking Garage - HID (parking) and fluorescent (support spaces) 
•Ground Floor - Fluorescent, HID, incandescent and low voltage 
•Typical Floor - Fluorescent 

• Penthouse - Fluorescent 

Luminaires throughout site/building exterior, bus mall and building interior shall 
be removed. Reuse of existing luminaires shall be based on type, condition and 
if criteria of new layout are met. New lighting shall be in compliance with the 
2010 Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code (OEESC 2010). The OEESC 2010 
lighting compliance is as follows: 
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• Office Building - 0.91 watts per square foot. 

• Conference/Meeting Room - 1.11 watts per square foot. 

• Classroom/Training Room - 1.23 watts per square foot. 

Lighting in uncovered parking areas shall have control capability to reduce 
energy by 33% during non-operational periods. 

Perimeter luminaires located in daylighting zones shall be provided with 
individual control to provide independent control from non-daylight zone. When 
occupancy sensor is utilized, a manual "on" activation must be provided. 
Daylight zone extends into space a distance equal to the head height of the 
window or to the nearest ceiling height wall. 

Individual lighting controls included P/E cells, wall switches or dimmers. 
Occupancy sensors shall be utilized in conference rooms, employee lunch 
rooms, copy rooms, restrooms and office spaces up to 300 square feet. 

Areas requiring manual control, must allow the controlled lighting load to be 
reduced in a uniform pattern, utilizing step dim, dual level switch or other 
approved methods. 

Existing lighting control panels shall be removed. Replace with multi-relay 
cabinets with integrated time clock, P/E control, low voltage relay control, sweep 
lights off capability and network communication intelligence between cabinets. 

Recessed luminares with odd number of lamps and located within ten feet of 
each other shall be tandem wired. 

Egress lighting shall be controlled by a listed UL924 relay and occupancy sensor 
so lighting may be shutoff when space is not occupied. All occupancy sensors, 
manual switches or other control components shall be located downstream of 
the 924 relay. 

Mechanical System Connections 

Disconnects, starters, etc. and the associated connections to mechanical 
equipment located above ceilings and rooftop shall be removed. Associated 
feeders shall be removed. Provide new disconnects, starters etc. for new air 
handlers and cooling tower on roof and new chiller(s), associated pumps, and 
boiler pumps in parking garage and connect as required. 

New Structural Beams 

Provide conduit sleeves through new beams for lighting, power, mechanical 
equipment, fire alarm conduits and communication cable. 

State of Oregon Solar Initiative Statute 

New projects are required to provide a solar system equivalent to 1 Vi% of 
construction costs. As a renovation project, it is unclear whether this project 
would be required to allocate these costs for this initiative. 
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Expenditure Analysis 

At the conceptual level, estimated project costs are used as a comparison tool 
relative to each scenario. The level attained here is indicative of a forecast. 
The purpose is for agencies to insert where applicable for budgetary planning. 
Certain assumptions based on professional experience were made to determine 
construction duration, total soft costs and contributing categories, temporary 
relocation costs including tenant move in, and the costs for Owner related rent/ 
lease space. Rent and lease space data was provided by MC and SKTD for the 
purpose of this section. 

Original Construction 

Courthouse Square (referring to the entire project site) was originally designed 
and constructed between 1998 and 2000. It was constructed in a single 
construction phase with three separate areas: Courthouse Square building; 
bus mall; north block. The construction duration was approximately from May 
1999 through September 2000. The original construction value is approximately 
nineteen million dollars with an entire project cost (construction and soft costs 
combined) of approximately thirty-four million dollars. Today, the outstanding 
debt is approximately twenty million dollars. 

Future Structural Remediation 

The consultant team was directed by MC and SKTD to create three cost forecast 
scenarios. These scenarios would serve as benchmarks in which to base 
decisions. The three scenarios are: 

• Complete Demolition: This option provides cost forecasting for a full 
demolition of the entire site. Certain components of the building, 
bus mall and north block may be deconstructed and salvaged prior to 
demolition. Other items may be recycled. The foundation wall will remain 
as a retaining wall for the public sidewalk above. A fence will surround 
the site providing site security and unauthorized access. 

•Structural Remediation: This option provides cost forecasting 
remediation of the building, bus mall and north block only. It includes 
only those aspects of the project that are considered necessary for MC 
and SKTD to reoccupy the building and for transit services to resume at 
the bus mall. As described in the remediation section of this report, the 
amount of structural intervention required will drastically impact other 
building systems. As such, costs have been included for the described 
HVAC, electrical and plumbing systems, building envelope and interior 
walls and finishes. 

• 100% Repair/ Replace: This option provides cost forecasting to demolish 
the existing building; bus mall and north block and replace with similar 
buildings and structures in the current locations. The consultant team 
made the assumption that space planning, program, transportation 
model and presumed development that exist today would be recreated 

in this scenario. All aspects of the new construction would be subject 
to applicable codes and industry standards at the time of design and 
construction. Since the time of the original construction, advancements 
in building codes and legislation will compel MC and SKTD to include 
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aspects not included before. One such item is the 1-1/2% for Solar 
Initiative. Another example is the revised Oregon Energy Code. Today, this 
code is significantly more robust than in 1998 and 1999. 

Soft Costs 

• Soft costs included for each scenario include: 

• Consultant Services: This would include fees for architectural and 
engineering basic design services, geotechnical investigation, testing and 
commissioning, voice/ data consultant and environmental analysis. 

• Contingencies: Included are assumptions for consultant service 
contingencies, general contractor contingency budget and an owner 
related contingency budget. 

• Furniture, fixtures and equipment: This category assumes 10% of the 
construction costs total. This category includes loose furnishings such 
as office systems furniture and conference room tables, equipment such 
as copiers and printers funded at 5%. Special equipment and technology 
needs are assumed another 5% of construction. This would include items 
such as CCTV, security, multimedia, etc. 

• Art: The project is required to allocate 1% of the construction costs for 
public art. 

• Other costs: Other project related costs would include building permit 
costs by the authority having jurisdiction. 

• Project Management: the consultant team assumed that MC and SKTD 
would provide a third party QA/ QC manager. 

In general, renovation projects dictate higher consultant fees when compared to 
new construction because of the nature of designing for buildings with existing 
elements being reused, the analysis and understanding of an existing building 
and the discovery of any deviation from the record documents. In this case, 
the structural remediation strategy is a highly technical intervention dictating 
attention to detail with thorough planning and coordination. 

The nature of the structural remediation and 100% repair/ replace options are 
highly technical. The consultant team recommends that MC and SKTD hire a 
general contractor for a CM/ GC or integrated project delivery method. These 
two approaches will create collaborative environments that will improved work 
products for the benefit of the Owner. 

Relocation Costs 

Since the building is vacant, only a portion of typical relocation costs are 
captured in the cost forecasting. This category includes services by third party 
moving companies to relocate previous tenants back into Courthouse Square. 

A summary of the conceptual cost forecast is below. The breakdown cost 
forecast can be found elsewhere in this report. 

Space Needs 

Courthouse Square is approximately 160,000 total square feet. Nearly all of 
that space is used for MC or SKTD functions; two small retail spaces occupy 
the ground floor. The Senator Hearing room and ancillary spaces afforded MC 
and SKTD a highly functioning and unique space to conduct operations. During 



98 



V. EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS 



the onsite observations, it appeared that the allocations for each department 
and employee work stations were appropriate and based on an implemented 
standard; there didn't appear to be much surplus or unassigned space, if any). 

MC has relocated into eight leased spaces of which only two are owned by the 
County. SKTD has moved into one leased space. The total square footage 
of the leased spaces for MC and SKTD total approximately 62,000 square 
feet. Since these lease spaces include building utility spaces and other back 
of house spaces not included in rented square footage, it's difficult to draw 
direct comparisons. However, below are a few points worth considering when 
comparing: 

• Spaces such as conference rooms, meeting rooms and presentation 
rooms have been reduced in size and quantity from accommodations in 
Courthouse Square. 

• County services are separately located where they once were collocated. 
Visitors to Courthouse Square were able to conduct the majority of their 
business by traveling to a single building. 

• The ability to conduct business is creating inefficiencies for County 
employees having to travel between different locations. 





Courthouse Square 


Bus Mall 


North Block 




Demolition 


Remediation 


Replacement 


Demolition 


Remediation 


Replacement 


Demolition 


Remediation 


Replacement 


Construction costs 


$1,588,475 


$28,800,027 


$33,623,272 


$291,423 


$7,827,685 


$7,127,773 


$122,462 


$2,879,460 


$2,432,198 


Soft Costs 


$423,059 


$8,306,298 


$10,122,998 


$77,086 


$2,134,499 


$2,119,821 


$25,464 


$542,269 


$709,737 


Relocation Costs 




$170,500 


$170,500 














Lease Costs (36 
mos) 




$2,419,760 


$2,419,760 




$413,100 


$413,100 








Project Costs 


$2,011,535 


$39,696,585 


$46,336,530 


$368,509 


$10,375,284 


$9,660,695 


$147,926 


$3,421,730 


$3,141,935 



Below is a combined summary of category: 

• Demolition: $2,527,969 

• Remediation: $53,493,598 

• Replacement: $59,139,159 

The costs stated above are in current dollars and are not escalated for a 
presumed future construction timeframe. 
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